
  
 

      

St. Mary’s Parish 
  

 

 

Our Mission: 

“To know Christ and to make Him known.” 
 

8 Church St., Holliston, MA 01746 

Website: www.stmarysholliston.com 

Email Address: St.marys1870@gmail.com 

Rectory Phone: (508) 429 - 4427 or (508) 879 - 2322 

Religious Education Phone: (508) 429 - 6076 

Fax: (508) 429 - 3324 

 

 

Mass Schedule: 
 

Monday through Saturday 

   9:00 AM 
 
 

Saturday Vigils 

   5:00 PM 

   7:30 PM 
 

Sunday 

   7:30 AM 

   9:30 AM    Family Mass 

   (C.L.O.W.  Sept. – May) 

 11:30 AM    Sung Mass 
  

Holy Days:   Announced 
 

Adoration Schedule: 

First Fridays from 

9:30-10:30 AM 

 

 

Confession:  Saturdays from 

Noon – 12:45 PM in the 

church or anytime by 

appointment.    
 

Anointing of the Sick:  Any 

time by appointment.  Please 

call as soon as you are aware 

of a serious illness or 

upcoming surgery. 
 

Baptism:  The 2nd & 4th 

Sunday of each month.  To 

register for Baptism 

Preparation call 429-4427. 
 

Marriage:  Please call at 

least 6 months in advance of 

your desired wedding date. 

 

 

 

 

Dear Visitors:  Welcome!  We are delighted 

that you chose to worship with us this day.  

Please introduce yourself to the priest, and if 

you are interested in becoming a member of the 

parish then please call the rectory to register.  

Please also be aware that for generations it has 

been the custom at St. Mary’s to kneel together 

for a silent Hail Mary at the end of Mass.  

Please join in! 



     ST. MARY’S PARISH PILGRIMAGE TO THE HOLY LAND 
     JUBILEE YEAR OF MERCY, MARCH 6-15, 2016 
 

  

DAY SEVEN – EIN KAREM:   Today our pilgrims travelled outside Jerusalem to the hill town of Ein Karem.  This was 

the birthplace of John the Baptist, and the site of the Visitation.  When Mary was told by the Archangel Gabriel that she 

would conceive the Christ Child, she was also told that her kinswoman Elizabeth had conceived a child in her advanced 

age, “for nothing is impossible for God.”  Moved with concern for her cousin, Mary travelled from Nazareth to Ein Karem 

(a distance of 120 km), to be with Elizabeth, who was already six months pregnant.    
 

Top Left:  The hill town of Ein Karem.  Top Center:  The Church of the Nativity of St. John the Baptist, with a close-up 

of the seal marking the place where John, the cousin and pre-cursor of Jesus, was born.  This church is built over the main 

house of John’s parents.  John would grow up to point out Jesus, the “Lamb of God,” something we are all called to do.    

Top Right:  Mary’s Well – the only water source in Ein Karem in Jesus’ time, Mary would have joined other women in 

bringing water from this well each day while staying with Elizabeth.  Fr. Mark blessed a medal for Matt Chick in the 

waters of this well.  Center Left:  Climbing the steep path up to the Church of the Visitation, built over the summer 

residence of John’s parents, wealthy enough to have a place high up to stay during the hottest months.  This is where Mary 

gave Elizabeth her joyful greeting, and proclaimed the Magnificat Prayer.   Center Middle:  Courtyard view and mosaic 

at the Church of the Visitation.  The mosaic shows Mary, surrounded by angels, travelling to visit Elizabeth.   

Lower Right:  Our “pregnant pilgrim,” Rachel Ann McDonald, poses in front of a statue of the pregnant Mary and 

pregnant Elizabeth.  We considered Rachel Ann’s unborn baby to be our 24th pilgrim.  When official Holy Land 

Pilgrimage Certificates were presented to our group this day, Rachel Ann was given one also for her baby.   

Bottom Row:  Images from the Church of the Visitation in Ein Karem.  We prayed for all the unborn here. 
 

Mary entered the house of Zechariah and greeted Elizabeth.  

When Elizabeth heard Mary’s greeting, the child leaped in her womb. Luke 1:39-41 
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 From the Pastor’s Desk 
 

  Dear Members of the St. Mary’s Parish Family, 

 

Today we celebrate a Feast that only rarely falls on a Sunday – the Nativity of John the Baptist.  In the 

Calendar of the Catholic Church we only celebrate three birthdays:  Sept. 8 – the Nativity of Mary; Dec. 25 – 

the Nativity of Jesus; and today, June 24 – the Nativity of John the Baptist. 

 

Mary was the Mother of God, and Jesus was the Son of God.  But why celebrate the birthday of John the 

Baptist?  It’s because like Mary & Jesus, John’s advent marked a turning point in human history.  He was the 

very last of the last of the Old Testament prophets.  He was the very last one to preach the coming of the 

Messiah before the Messiah actually came.  John was also the very first of the New Testament preachers. His 

calling was to identify Jesus for people, to help them recognize the man Who is more than a man – the man 

Who is also God in the flesh. 

 

We have right here in St. Mary’s Church a beautiful stained-glass window of St. John the Baptist – it’s the 2nd 

from the back on the left side of the Nave (as you face the altar).  I direct your attention to John’s hands.  All 

the saint’s hands in our church’s windows are positioned in very symbolic ways – some are raised in blessing, 

their fingers shaped into the Greek letters for Christ, some are holding pens, recalling the Word of God which 

they wrote down in the Gospels. 

 

John the Baptist’s hands are doing just one thing – pointing.  His right hand is raised, and the forefinger of that 

hand is pointing – not to himself – but to a scroll which reads “Ecce Agnus Dei,” – BEHOLD THE LAMB OF 

GOD.  Of all the things that John the Baptist did, the most important was that he pointed to Christ.  He pointed 

to the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world.  And we are meant to do the same. 

 

We all point to Christ when we imitate His example of sacrificial love.  Every time we forgive instead of 

cherishing anger.  Every time we proclaim the Gospel at personal risk.  Every time that for love of the Lord 

we put the needs of others first before our own – these are the ways we point others toward Jesus.  These are 

the ways that we announce the coming of the Lord. 

 

God bless you! 

 

 

            Rev. Mark J. Coiro 

 

 

P.S.  Thank you for the many cards and birthday gifts.  I have not had time to do any thankyou notes yet, but 

please know how much your kindness means to me.  It is a privilege to serve you. 

 

P.P.S.  I am away this Sunday and Monday leading the annual Middle School Youth Group Whitewater Rafting 

Trip to Maine.  Please pray for our safety and that the bonds of faith and friendship may be strengthened on our 

adventure down the mighty Kennebec River! 

 

COVER PHOTO AND PREVIOUS PAGE:  During our St. Mary’s Parish Pilgrimage to the Holy Land in 

2016, our St. Mary’s group visited the birthplace of John the Baptist in Ein Karem.  The bulletin cover shows 

the marker where John was born.  In Latin it reads, “Here was born the Precursor of the Lord!”  We have 

reprinted on the previous page the photos and other information about our visit to the town where John was 

born and grew to manhood. 
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PARISH STAFF: 
 

Rev. Mark J. Coiro, Pastor 

Rev. Jim Flynn, Weekend Assistance 

The Xaverian Fathers, Weekend Assistance 

Deacon John D. Barry, Permanent Deacon 

Deacon Martin Breinlinger, Senior Deacon 

Mr. Alwin Chinnappan, Seminarian 

Mrs. Fran Crespi, D.R.E., Grades K-7 

Mr. Jake Thiringer, D.R.E., Grades 8-12 

Mr. Kevin Lyczak, Parish Music Director 

Mr. Leo Racine, Director of Contemporary Music 

Mrs. Mary Beth Harris, Parish Secretary 

Mrs. Kim Lisbon, Religious Education Secretary 

Ms. Mary Sanning, Business Manager 

Mrs. Najat Whalen, Sacristan 

Mr. Billy Hanson, Parish Facilities 

R & R Landscaping, Cemetery Care 
 

 

PANTRY SHELF SUMMER HELP: Regular coffee, 

applesauce, peanut butter, jelly, sugar, ketchup, 

mayonnaise, Chunky Soup, cookies, canned 

turkey/chicken, canned fruits, pasta sauce, canned 

tomatoes, toilet paper and cake and brownie mixes. 

Donations may be dropped off in the blue bin by the 

main parking lot entrance.  
 

TRAVELING?  Check out www.masstimes.org to find 

out the name, location and Mass schedule of the nearest 

Catholic Church anywhere in America.  God never takes 

a vacation from us; let us make time on vacation for God. 
 

THE ROSE FOR LIFE:  Is sponsored this week by 

the McDonald Family in memory of Ann Gilmore.  

Please join them in prayer for an unborn child. If  

you would like to sponsor the Rose for Life please call 

429-4427. 
 

SECOND COLLECTION LAST WEEKEND: 

Campaign for Human Development ~ $3,723.00 

Thank you. 
 

LAST SUNDAY’S PARISH OFFERTORY:    
Mass Collections:      $  10,212.00 

Automatic Giving:     $    2,711.00  

Total Offertory:         $  12,923.00 

St. Mary’s thanks all those who support their parish so 

faithfully each week.  “Where your treasure is, there 

will your heart be also.”   MT 6:21 

                                                                   

 

PRAYERS AND MASS INTENTIONS: 
 

Saturday June 23 

  9:00 Rev. David B. Meskell 

  5:00 Maryellen Miller 

  7:30 Paul & Emma Jensen 

Sunday June 24 

  7:30 People of St. Mary’s 

  9:30 Rev. Edward J. Caron 

  11:30 William Hosmer  

Monday June 25 

  9:00 Msgr. James Tierney 

Tuesday       June 26 

  9:00 Dante, Carmela & 

   Crescenzo Camuso 

Wednesday June 27 
  9:00 Robert Murphy 

Thursday June 28                   

  9:00 Brian Eckert 

Friday June 29 

  9:00 Rev. James Canniff 

Saturday June 30 

  9:00 Rev. William F. Lucey 

  5:00 Vincent Mullen 

  7:30 Lucy Simonetti, 4th Anv. 

Sunday July 1 

  7:30 People of St. Mary’s 

  9:30 Rev. Edward J. Caron 

  11:30 Paul & Emma Jensen Class of 2017 
    

RECTORY OFFICE SUMMER HOURS:  Please 

note that during the summer months of June, July and 

August the Rectory Office is closed on Mondays and 

Tuesdays.  On other weekdays it remains open the 

usual 9:00 AM to 3:00 PM hours.  Mass Cards may 

also be obtained at the Religious Education Office.  

 

WORLDWIDE MARRIAGE ENCOUNTER:  “My 

God is now my strength!” Let God be the strength of 

your marriage by attending a Worldwide Marriage 

Encounter Weekend.  The next Weekends are September 

15-16, in Medway, MA and December 7-9, in Duxbury, 

MA. For more information, call Stephen & Michelle 

O'Leary at 800-710-9963 or visit them at 

https://wwmema.org/. 
 

3-MINUTE RETREAT:  You 

can get a “3-Minute Retreat” sent 

right to your email mailbox each 

day by visiting 

www.loyolapress.com.   Three 

minutes a day can give you 24 

hours of peace.  This website has a 

wealth of information for all ages.  Try it!  (Be sure to 

click “continue” when ready to proceed.) 
 

MUSIC 5:00 PM 9:30 AM 11:30 AM 

Entrance #311 #635 #635 

Offertory #384  -     -  

 Communion #435  #432 #432 

Recessional #376 #444 #444 
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THE TESTIMONY OF JOHN THE BAPTIST:  And this is the testimony of John. 

When the Jews from Jerusalem sent priests and Levites [to him] to ask him, “Who are 

you?” he admitted and did not deny it, but said, “I am not the Messiah.” So, they 

asked him, “What are you then? Are you Elijah?” And he said, “I am not.” “Are you 

the Prophet?” He answered, “No.” So they said to him, “Who are you, so we can give 

an answer to those who sent us? What do you have to say for yourself?” He said: “I 

am ‘the voice of one crying out in the desert, ‘Make straight the way of the Lord,’ as 

Isaiah the prophet said.” Some Pharisees were also sent. They asked him, “Why then 

do you baptize if you are not the Messiah or Elijah or the Prophet?” John answered 

them, “I baptize with water; but there is one among you whom you do not recognize, 

the one who is coming after me, whose sandal strap I am not worthy to untie.” This 

happened in Bethany across the Jordan, where John was baptizing.  John 1:19-28 

 

13th ANNUAL ALTAR SERVER & YOUTH CHOIR APPRECIATION TRIP TO 6 FLAGS NEW 

ENGLAND:  This year’s trip is Tuesday, August 7.  Please watch your email and the Bulletin for upcoming 

information on the trip, St. Mary’s thank you for your generous ministry! 
 

UPCOMING MIDDLE SCHOOL YOUTH GROUP SUMMER EVENTS:  
 

Brownstone Quarry Park, CT:  Tuesday, July 31 

Deerfield Rafting:  Friday, August 17        
 

MISSION TRIPS CAR WASH:  St. Mary’s EPIC Mission Trip teams 

will be traveling to Houston this summer to help communities still trying 

to recover from the devastating effects of Hurricane Harvey.  Please help 

us by letting us wash your car.  Free will donation and 100% of the 

money goes to the Mission Trips.  If you have any questions please call or 

email Bob Whiting at 508-745-8583 or 3chordsandtruth@gmail.com. The 

next Car Wash is next Saturday, June 30 at St. Mary’s from 10:00 AM to 

3:00 PM.  Thank you!  
 

PARISH WEBSITE VOLUNTEERS NEEDED:  The Communications Committee is seeking a volunteer to 

publish regular updates to St. Mary's new website. Updates include, but are not limited to, publishing the 

weekly bulletin, monthly newsletter, and general content like new images and messages.  You would be one of 

several volunteers available for this.  Working knowledge of WordPress is required.  This is a great 

opportunity to share your website development skills and make significant contributions to St. Mary's budding 

online presence!  Please send inquiries to Kristen Haan (kristen.e.morris@gmail.com). 
 

WINGS (Women in God’s Spirit):  Although our WINGS Season has ended for the year, you can enjoy any 

speaker you missed on DVD! Thanks to the generosity of WINGS Member Virginia Calapa, each of our 

speakers’ talks was recorded. Any interested parishioner is welcome to check them out of the St. Mary’s 

Parish Library. (The DVDs are in the top drawer of the large file cabinet by the window.) There is a printed 

list of each talk by date, with a description of the talk and the speaker’s bio.  For information please call Linda 

Calabrese at (508) 893-7919.  
 

FATIMA SHRINE CONCERT:  The Vision of Peace Charismatic Prayer Community will host a concert on 

June 27 at the Fatima Shrine beginning at 7:00 PM.  John Polce, a talented spiritual singer, composer, and 

guitarist will perform a wide variety of Spirituals including some of which he has written. Come and enjoy 

this moving experience. Arrive early and see the Largest Rosary Walk in the US (boulders) and the beautifully 

designed landscaping and statues on the Shrine’s multi-acre grounds.  There is no charge (a Free Will Offering 

will be taken).  Questions? Call 508-520-2970. 
 

mailto:kristen.e.morris@gmail.com
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WISDOM FROM THE SAINTS: “Charity unites us to 

God. There is nothing mean in charity, nothing arrogant.  

Charity knows no schism, does not rebel, does all things 

in concord.  In charity all the elect of God have been 

made perfect.”  St Clement I 

 

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION REGISTRATIONS ARE 

PAST DUE!    

 

IMPORTANT - FAMILY BASE RELIGIOUS 

EDUCATION FOR GRADES 3 - 5: Letters will be sent 

home to all families who have not scheduled an 

appointment for their child’s assessment before June 28.  

Contact Fran at:  st.marysdre1870@gmail.com to set up 

an appointment. 

 

PRE-K, KINDERGARTEN AND GRADE 1:  Please 

contact the R.E. office if you have a child entering these 

grades and wish to register your child for religious 

education.  A registration form will be sent to you or you 

can go to: www.stmarysholliston.com under “Faith 

Education/Youth Religious Education/Registration.” 

And download the form.  Please note that children must 

complete Grade 1 before entering our Grade 2 Program. 

 

VOLUNTEERS ~ 2018-2019:  There are many ways to 

contribute to the parish community and tithing your time 

to assist in evangelizing our children and youth is such a 

rewarding and fulfilling ministry.  Please pray as to how 

you can help St. Mary’s Parish Religious Education 

Program become more vibrant and joyful. Our program 

depends on volunteers to help the children and youth live 

out their faith actively.  We are called by Christ to bring 

about His Kingdom on earth and spread the Good News.   

 

NEEDED FOR 2018-2019 ~ A GR-3 COORDINATOR 

AND A GRADE 7 CO-COORDINATOR:  We need 

someone to volunteer as a Grade 3 Coordinator and a 

Grade 7 volunteer Assistant Coordinator.   Please 

contact Fran Crespi at st.marysdre1870@gmail.com if you 

are able to fill these openings and for more information as 

to what the duties of the grade coordinator entail.   
 

Please note that R.E. Coordinators and Co-Coordinators 

are responsible for guiding and assisting both teachers 

and students in growing in their relationship with Christ 

and His Church.  Since this is done best by example, all 

parish coordinators are required to be regularly 

practicing members of the St. Mary’s worshipping 

community. 

 

SPECAIL NEEDS: Meets in the Library on Tuesday, 

July 3, from 6:30 to 7:30 PM. 

 

 

 

CONFIRMATION MASSES:  Confirmation is scheduled 

for Saturday, September 22, 2018 at 10:30 AM and 1:30 

PM.  Families must notify the R.E. Office with their son or 

daughters Confirmation Mass time and Certificate Mass 

choice by contacting Kim at st.marysre1870@gmail.com   

or at 508-429-6076. 

 

FORMED - PICK OF THE WEEK:  The Story of a 

Holy Muse.  Meet an inspiring woman with fierce courage 

and unwavering faith, willing to follow the path of beauty 

and truth—no matter the cost. Saint Cecilia’s remarkable 

story will come to life in Augustine Institute Radio 

Theatre’s most recent audio drama featuring award-

winning actors and cinematic sound and music. Ode to 

Saint Cecilia “Beautifully written and acted! It really 

makes the people and events come alive in a way that is 

both engaging and thought provoking.” —Rosalin S, 

Edgeley, ND 

 

PROTECTING GOD’S CHILDREN (PGC):  If you are 

18 years of age or older and are volunteering for VBS or 

the mission trip to Texas this summer you must take a 

PGC workshop. There will be a workshop offered on 

Tuesday, June 26 from 6-8 PM.  Contact Kim at 508-429-

6076 to register for the workshop.   

 

       
    July 

  23 - 27 
 VBS   

 2018 

At Shipwrecked kids will learn Bible points 

each day through songs, snacks and hands on 

activities.  There are many openings available 

for VBS.  Give your child a great summer 

week’s experience this summer and register 

for VBS. We provide child care for children 

under age 5 whose parents are volunteering 

the entire week at VBS. 

Teen volunteers must be in Grade 7 or above. 

 

HELP IS NEEDED FOR VBS SETUP  

High school teens and adults will be needed to 

help with the setup of Fr. Haley Hall for VBS 

on July 19, 20 and 21 at 10:00 AM. If you can 

help in any way please contact: Patty Baribeau 

at: pattybaribeau@gmail.com. 

mailto:st.marysdre1870@gmail.com
http://www.stmarysholliston.com/
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