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4th SUNDAY OF ADVENT  
& CHRISTMAS MASSES ~  
 

SCHEDULES BELOW 
 

The Sunday Mass Obligation for the 

Weekend of Sat., Dec. 23 & Sun., 
Dec. 24 Remains.   The 4th Sunday 

of Advent is a distinct and essential 

part of our spiritual journey to 
Christmas, even though Christmas 

Eve is that same Sunday afternoon.  
 

This year Catholics should therefore  
plan to attend Mass either Saturday 

Afternoon or Sunday Morning for  
the 4th Sunday of Advent, in addition 

to whatever Christmas Mass they 

attend.  Those who choose to 
attend Mass twice on Sunday – in 

the morning for Advent and then 
later that day for Christmas, are 

permitted to receive Communion 

twice in the same day. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

     THURSDAY, DECEMBER 24,       

     CHRISTMAS EVE 
 

4 PM Masses in both the Church 
and Father Haley Hall (Hall Mass 
includes the Christmas Pageant, 4 
PM parking is difficult, plan 
accordingly) 
 

5:30 PM Mass in the Church 
 

7:30 PM Mass in the Church 
 

11:00 PM  (Midnight) Mass in the 
Church 
 

     FRIDAY, DECEMBER 25,       

     CHRISTMAS DAY 
 

7:30 AM Mass in the Church 

4th Sunday of Advent Masses ~  
 

Saturday, December 23: 
5 PM 
 

7:30 PM 
 

Sunday, December 24: 
7:30 AM 
 

9:30 AM 
 

11:30 AM 
 
 

Christmas Eve Masses ~  
 

Sunday, December 24: 
4 PM Mass in the Church  
 

4 PM Mass in Fr. Haley Hall 
        (Children’s Pageant) 
 

5:30 PM Mass in the Church 
 

7:30 PM Mass in the Church 
 

11 PM Midnight Mass in the Church  
        (Caroling starts at 10:30 PM) 
  
Christmas Day Masses ~  
9:30   AM Mass in the Church 
 

11:30 AM Mass in the Church 
 
 

Photo Above ~  
 

This year’s Children’s 
Christmas Pageant Cast.  
Many thanks to our new 
Pageant Director Debra 
Frey and her family, who 
took on leadership of this 
event for 2017. 
 

We also express our 
appreciation to Kathy 
Gamache for her many 
years of organizing and 
directing the Pageant.   
 

Merry Christmas!     
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St. Mary’s Parish  

8 Church Street  

Holliston, MA  01746 
 

Rectory:  429-4427, 879-2322 

Religious Education Center:  429-6076  

Fax:  429-3324 ~ Music:  429-4427  

Religious Education Email: st.marysre1870@gmail.com   

Parish Email Address: st.marys1870@gmail.com 

Website: www.stmarysholliston.com 
 

Mission ~ “To Know Christ and to make Him Known.” 
  

Parish Clergy  
 

Rev. Mark J. Coiro, Pastor  

The Xaverian Fathers, Weekend Assistance  

Rev. James Flynn, Weekend Assistance 

Deacon John Barry, Permanent Deacon 

Deacon Martin Breinlinger, Senior Deacon 

Connecting …  
 

Shown below, members of St. Mary’s Middle School Youth 

Group connect with a resident of St. Patrick Manor Nursing 

Home in Framingham.  The girls are obviously enjoying 

getting to know their new friend and learning about her life.  

This moment occurred on Monday, November 20, during one 

of our Middle School Youth Group’s annual visits to St. Pat’s. 
 

In a real sense, the great Feast of Christmas we are about to 

celebrate is about God Himself reaching out to connect with 

the human family.  By taking flesh as a human being, Jesus has 

connected with us in the most intimate way possible, 

embracing our human nature forever as His own. 
 

There is no better way to honor Christmas, than by reaching 

out to connect, or reconnect, with others – the elderly, the poor, 

the marginalized, the stranger, or even the family member from 

whom we have become estranged.  Want to have a Merry 

Christmas this year?  Then reach out.  You’ll be glad you did! 
 

 

  

http://www.stmarysholliston.com/


   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                    MASS OF THANKSGIVING 

 

On Sunday, January 14, our good friend Fr. Americo 

Santos will be celebrating a Mass of Thanksgiving at St. 

Mary’s at 11:30 AM.  We have been trying to arrange this 

since Americo was ordained last May, and are glad a date 

was finally workable.  Cake and coffee will follow in  

Father Haley Hall.   

 

As you know, Americo ministered as a transitional 

deacon here for one year.  He is now serving as a 

Parochial Vicar in Most Holy Redeemer Parish in East 

Boston.  Welcome back Padre Americo! 

 

  From the Pastor’s Desk               
 

                                            December 13, 2017 

                               Feast of St. Lucy, Virgin Martyr 

Dear Members of the St. Mary’s Parish Family, 
                    

On Thanksgiving morning, I let the dog out as usual, grabbed the paper from the front steps, and then made breakfast.  

I sat down with my coffee, unwrapped the plastic newspaper sheath, and discovered that it wasn’t the paper at all.  

Instead, it was a huge roll of all Black Friday advertisements.  I went back outside and looked around, but the morning 

newspaper never came.  All I received that day were ads trying to get me to buy, buy, buy.   
 

How easy it would be for my Thanksgiving experience to become our Christmas experience also – the Good News of 

Our Savior’s Birth never arriving in our hearts, replaced by the poor substitute of sales, ads, and consumerism in all its 

many forms.  I felt deeply unsatisfied with only ads and no news to read on Thanksgiving.  And just so the person who 

does not receive the gift of Gospel grace for Christmas will be left feeling empty – no matter how many parties they 

attend or presents they buy or get.     
 

Truly receiving the Good News of Christmas in a way that blesses and transforms us does not happen all at once.  It 

takes preparation, which is why we have this beautiful Season of Advent – a period of preparation consisting of 

increased prayer, charitable works, and acts of forgiveness.  With Advent halfway over it is still not too late to “prepare 

the way” for Jesus, the Living Word of God, to come to you powerfully this Christmas.  Select an unfamiliar Psalm or 

another prayer that is new to you but that speaks to your heart and start your day with it each morning.  If you are 

struggling with anger or impatience, the “Peace Prayer of St. Francis” might be an excellent choice for morning prayer, 

setting the tone for your busy day and invoking God’s own peace as we draw closer to the Birth of the Prince of Peace. 
 

When in the grocery store, add a small item each time for the poor and donate it to your local food pantry.  If you have 

a relative in a Nursing Home, make visiting them a priority before Christmas – because Christ is there within them, 

lonely for your presence and longing for your love.  Make your Advent Sunday Masses a priority – especially the 4th 

Sunday of Advent on Dec. 23 or 24, which temptation’s voice will try to get you to skip, whispering so reasonably and 

seductively, “Why bother?  You are going on Christmas anyway. You are so busy!  God will understand …”     
 

Yes, God does understand.  He made us, He knows us better than we know ourselves.  He understands that we need 

our Sunday Day of Rest each week, His Good News to encourage us, His Communion to strengthen us for holiness of 

life.  When we start to excuse these gifts of God away, then we are settling for less than God intends.  We are 

accepting the spiritual equivalent of Black Friday ads in place of our morning paper, worldly goods in place of eternal 

graces, “stuff” in place of the One Who was born, lived, and died to save us.  Choose well!   
 

In Christ’s Service and Yours, 
 

 

Rev. Mark J. Coiro 

Pastor 
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

  

 



 

Serving at the Altar of God 
 

St. Mary’s Parish is blessed with more than fifty young 

men and women who minister as Altar Servers.  Twelve 

new Altar Servers were recently added to their number as 

Jack Baribeau, Brian Bernier, Luke Burgett, Michael 

Butler, Matthew Cunis, Liam Duross, Braeden Mellen, 

Madeleine Pierce, Thomas Quinn, Luke Roberto, Sydney 

Roy, and Sean Warner all were installed on Sunday, 

December 3 (bottom photo).   
 

They each completed four one and a half hour training 

sessions, during which they learned the names of 

liturgical objects, how to set up for Mass, and how to 

minister during Mass.  Welcome and congratulations! 
 

A few weeks earlier, on Sunday, November 20, ten High 

School Altar Servers were promoted to the rank of Senior 

Altar Server.  Each received a gold cross in thanksgiving 

for their years of faithful ministry and as a sign of their 

commitment to continue serving through High School.  

Our Senior Altar Servers are invaluable during the 

complex, magnificent liturgies of Holy Week, and help 

direct the younger servers throughout the year. 
 

Shown in the top photo, the newly promoted Senior Altar 

Servers are Audrey Abucewicz, Nicholas Calabrese, 

Colin Daly, Mary Devoe, Ethan Falcao, Emma 

Harrington, Cara Liberty, Mikeala Savage, Audrey Strock 

and Mary Kate Ward.   
 

 

 

 

Read more: 

http://www.patheos.com/blogs/deaconsbench/2012/08/po

pe-to-altar-servers-you-are-close-to-the-altar-close-to-the-

lord/#ixzz3LQjkZlIJ 

 

 

 

 

“You are blessed to be particularly close to Christ Jesus in the 

Eucharist. You have the enormous privilege of being close to the 

altar, close to the Lord. I pray that being an altar server will help 

you deepen your friendship with Christ and enthusiastically share 

God’s love with your friends and families.”   

~ Pope Benedict XVI, Address to Altar Servers 



  

 
On Saturday, November 11, the Knights hosted St. Mary’s Annual Parish Pasta Night.  Families of all ages 
came to enjoy delicious food from Bertucci’s and good company with each other.  Families new to the 
parish were invited for free as our special guests.  For the second year live music was provided by Frank 
Zarba (vocalist) and Ray Cavicchio (accordion).  The crowd loved them, especially when they did a special 
patriotic tribute for all veterans present at the event.  Each branch’s anthem was played, and all who 
served in that branch stood and were acknowledged by the crowd.  Thank you to all the Knights of 
Columbus (and their Ladies), who made this evening of food and fellowship possible.  It is important that 
our parishioners have chances like these to get to know each other better. (Photos by Kylie Warren) 

St. Mary’s Parish Pasta Night! 



“A Christian steward is one who receives God’s gifts gratefully, cherishes 
and tends them in a responsible and accountable manner, shares them in 
justice and love with others, and returns them with increase to the Lord.” 
 

Stewardship of Retired Priests ~  
The 2017 Christmas Collection 
 

There is only one collection taken up at Christmas Masses and every penny of it goes to support the housing and 
healthcare costs of our retired priests – holy men who have given their entire lives in service to God’s people.   
The Clergy Fund that provides for their needs is currently underfunded.  So please, if you can, try to make a truly 
sacrificial gift for our priests at this year’s Christmas Mass collection.  Please also pray for these wonderful men.  On 
behalf of all our retired priests, THANK YOU! 
 

Stewardship of Parish ~ The 2017 Grand Annual 
 

Thank you to all who have already done their part in this year’s Grand Annual – the single most important collection at 
our parish each year.  For 57 years, combined with the weekly offertory, it has allowed our parish to cover its operating 
costs.  If you have not yet done so, please return the orange Grand Annual envelope you received in the mail as soon as 
possible (extras at the church doors).  Grand Annual envelopes may be placed in any Mass collection basket or mailed in 
or dropped off.    
 

We ask every single family of our parish to please participate in the Grand Annual, doing the best they can according to 
their means.  Thank you and God bless you.   “No one shall appear before the Lord empty-handed, but each of you with 
as much as he can give, in proportion to the blessings which the Lord, God has bestowed on you.”  - Deuteronomy 16 
 

 
 St. Mary’s Parish has been blessed to receive a two year 

Grant by the Archdiocese of Boston in partnership with  
St. Augustine Institute to offer the new evangelization tool 
FORMED for our parish family.   This tool can be used to 
discover the treasures of our faith in various digital 
formats. The website is amazing with something for all 
ages. 
 

HOW TO REGISTER FOR FORMED: 

Go to: https://www.formed.org. 
1.  Once you are on the FORMED page you will see 

“LOGIN”.  DO NOT use LOGIN to register. 
2. Scroll down the FORMED page and you will see across 

the page “LEARN”,  SUBSCRIBE” and “REGISTER” 
3. Click “REGISTER”.  The page will change and you are in a 

new window. 

4. Enter the Parish Access Code:  NW3N3Q (all caps). 

5. Enter your personal Email address. 
6. Another window opens and you will be asked to enter 

your First and Last Name, Job (Parishioner), Address, 
State, and Zip Code. 

7. Enter your Password – (twice for verification) *please 
write this down. 

8. You will then be asked to verify your Email. 
9. Go and check your Email box and verify. 
10. Once you verify your Email you will be in the FORMED 

page.   
11. Now LOGIN: Enter your Email Address and Password.  

Enjoy the various programs! 
 

 NW3N3Q (all caps) 

https://www.formed.org/


  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2017 GIVE A GIFT 
On Sunday, December 10, St. Mary’s 
Sanctuary was piled high with gifts donated 
by the good people of our parish at every 
Mass that weekend.  Parishioners attending 
the 11:30 AM Mass helped carry them to 
Fr. Haley Hall, where sixteen Knights of 
Columbus, some K of C family members, 
and nine Religious Ed. students sorted and 
packed the 451 gifts for delivery to the 
children of two Roxbury parishes.  Six 
Knights drove into Boston and delivered 
the gifts to St. Mary of the Angels and  
St. Patrick’s. Thank you to all those who 
assisted in this annual St. Mary's Christmas 
Charitable effort!   
May God bless you! 
fortunate at this time. 



 

11th ANNUAL COOKIE WALK! 
 

More than 2,500 cookies, all of them homemade with 
love, awaited the people of St. Mary’s after all Masses 
the weekend of December 9 & 10.   The delicious 
treats were made by the kids of St. Mary’s Middle 
School Youth Group, who also manned the tables 
wearing plastic gloves to place cookies in customer’s 
bags.  A $6 donation allowed you to “walk” along the 
tables piled high with every variety of Christmas 
Cookie imaginable and select a dozen to take home. 
 

As always, the Cookie Walk proceeds all go to assist 
the poor of Haiti, the most impoverished nation in our 
hemisphere.  This year $2,311 was raised!  Thank you 
to the Middle School Youth Group for sponsoring this 
event again, and thank you to all who contributed to 
its success.  Special thanks to Tracy Robie & the Sangil 
Family for their leadership this year! 
 

“God has no need of your gift, but the poor have.  
You give it to the poor, and God receives it.”  - St. Augustine  



A Cross Walk 
with Joseph Anthony and Najat Whalen 

By Cathy Stenquist 

"Let me get through today, and I shall not fear tomorrow.” 
             St. Philip Neri 

 

As the cantor lead us in the gospel acclamation, a 
bold voice sung out from the back pews, “Alleluia! 
Alleluia! Alleluia!” I turned and grinned, recognizing 
the young man who I had heard singing so joyfully 
at Mass since he was very little. A seed was 
planted. “Lord, do you want me to walk with him?”  
I thought. After Mass, enjoying the organ music, I 
giggled seeing him next to his parents, swaying to 
the music, savoring every note. I wanted to know 
more. “Hi, I am Cathy,” I said, offering my hand. 
“What’s your name?” “Joseph,” his mother Najat 
offered. A healthy handshake and several smiles 
and laughs later, we were planning to meet. 
 
Anticipating my arrival, Joseph had been repeating 
the name ‘Cathy’ all day. The door slid open to find 
him with his bright big smile and a firm handshake. 
In the living room, a pot of hot tea and homemade 
cookies waited. Christmas tree lights warmed the 
room. Joseph was as joyful and exuberant as I had 
seen in church. I had fun listening to him and his 
father exchanging silly jokes followed by the 
biggest of belly laughs. His mother, Najat, looked 
on proudly. She shared a picture of his sister at 
college, and Joseph happily pointed and beamed. 
The love between the three of them was palpable. 
What a blessed young man I thought. Najat 
warmed my tea and began telling me their story.  
 
Born in Lebanon, she lived through 15 years of the 
civil war in Beirut. She believes her life there 
prepared and strengthened her for the journey 
ahead. Bombs going off all around and fearing for 
her family’s safety was a daily ritual.  During the 
shelling, her family would hide in a small grotto 
below their home where there was a statue of 
Mary. “I remember once, when the shelling was so 
loud and close, and debris kept falling against the 
windows. We were very scared. My mother took 
charge and said, ‘We are going to pray!’ Her choice 
of prayer was so touching. Instead of the Our 
Father or Hail Mary, she had us pray an act of 
contrition. Since she could not guarantee our 

safety, she looked out for our souls in case 
anything happened to us.  Another time, my father 
risked his life to walk amid the worn torn streets to 
get us bread to eat.” She went on, “Now, most can 
get what they need, the bounty is astounding and 
we take it for granted. These experiences made us 
very grateful for every simple thing like hot water 
and a home.” 
 
“We belonged to St. Michaels Maronite church in 
Lebanon, an Eastern Rite of the Catholic Church.” A 
devotion to Mary, which has helped her when she 
has been most fearful, grew out of listening to 
people singing Marian songs and praying the rosary 
from our balcony. “I always felt God’s hand on 
me,” She added.  She and her sister, left Lebanon 
to study ballet in the US. Eventually her parents 
came, and the family was at last reunited.   
 

 
      (l-r: Anthony, Najat, Mary Theresa & Joseph) 
 
When she and Anthony were married, they were 
blessed with their daughter Catherine Martha.  At 
15 months, she was not walking and behind in her 
development, but the doctor wasn’t very 
concerned. One day in her high chair she had a 
seizure. Many tests later, they diagnosed Catherine 
with Tay- Sachs disease, which is incurable and 
degenerative. Since Najat and Anthony were both 
carriers of this gene, they were advised not to have 
any more children. “Do you have a picture of 
Catherine,” I asked, “I would love to see her.” Najat 
eagerly whisked away to get one. Watching this 
loving mother cradle the frame, gently handing it 
to me, and seeing Catherine’s dark hair, dainty 
dress and shy smile made me catch my breath. 
Beautiful little angel. My heart broke for them.  
 



“Catherine was a warm and loving child.” Najat 
sighed, “We cared for her at home till she passed 
away at 5 1/2 years old. We were a team and my 
husband was a solid rock through it all. Knowing 
she would die caused great anxiety, but faith and 
family support brought great strength to both of us 
during this time. Everyone in the family loved her 
and spent time with her. My faith in God was 
strong, but it was hard to see her dying… I didn’t 
want her to leave me.”  
 
Najat continued, “Mother Teresa came to Boston 
to visit in 1995 when Catherine was 4 1/2 years old. 
I was sitting with her on the couch watching TV 
when her caregiver, Anne asked, ‘Do you want to 
go?’  I thought it was impossible because of the 
suction equipment, but Anne made it seem 
possible, ‘I’ll drive while you hold her.’ She 
declared, and soon we were on our way. There was 
no room in the church, but I was content to just be 
this close,” Najat said. “It was misty out with big TV 
Screens, people were so kind and held umbrellas 
over her. We were there for reasons that only God 
knew. I had no expectations. I was there to see a 
holy woman who was close to God.  
 
Anne’s brother who was a priest came and helped 
us get closer. Before I knew it, I was holding 
Catherine in the front of the crowd. The Cardinal 
and Mother Teresa walked closer. I began to shake 
and cry. She held Catherine’s face in her warm 
hands and kissed her forehead telling me to pray 
saying, ‘Mary Mother of God make my child holy.’ 
She then placed five blessed medals in my hand. 
From that moment on, all anxiety was gone. I was 
no longer afraid. I knew that when she died she 
would be in God’s hands and have eternal life.” 
Najat and Anthony decided to trust God and try to 
have another child.  “Thy will be done, we believed 
was a good way to go,” Najat said. Mary Theresa 
was born on May 4th, 1997 perfectly normal. 
Catherine passed away 8 days later. 
 
She paused. “I have a story to share with you about 
our daughter,” she said. She pulled a framed letter 
and began reading to me with a smile. Catherine’s 
caregiver, Anne Sullivan had written to say she had 
been thinking of the family and that she had been 
praying to their little angel in heaven, Catherine, 

for some time.  Looking to change careers, she had 
been praying that she would find the right job. Lo 
and behold, on May 12th, the anniversary of 
Catherine’s passing, Anne Sullivan was offered a 
job at the Perkins School for the Blind! The 
coincidence of this gave me chills. Blessed little 
Catherine. 
 
Three years later, Joseph Anthony was born with 
Down’s syndrome. “I was in denial when he was 
born.  Surrounded by doctors talking about his 
prognosis and the surgery needed made me feel so 
overwhelmed. And then a moment later, the 
simplicity of having my beautiful, precious son 
placed in my arms felt like complete peace. It 
seemed the only time I felt at peace was when I 
was holding him,” Najat says with a loving smile. 
“As Joseph grew through the years, all sadness or 
worry turned to indescribable joy. Boy, was I 
wrong! Joseph is now a junior at Holliston High 
School with many friends who love him. He was 
initially delayed in talking, but now talks all the 
time! Some of his favorites words are:  I am happy, 
Don’t worry and I’ll help you up. And lift you up he 
does, always grateful and saying thank you to 
anyone who does something for him. Joseph is very 
empathetic and notices when his grandfather 
needs help or holds his grandmother’s hand.” 
 
Joseph was confirmed in October and fellow St. 
Mary’s friend, William Martell, was his sponsor. 
You can see in the photos the close relationship 
they have.  Joseph chose St. Philip Neri as his 
confirmation name and I was amazed at how well it 
suits him. Like Joseph, he possessed a playful sense 
of humor. "A joyful heart is more easily made 
perfect than a downcast one." St. Philip Neri 
 
Najat went on, “The lyrics of the song, ‘Say Yes!’  by 
Dana, mean so much to me. I want Joseph to know 
that without him the picture is incomplete in Gods 
kingdom.” 

 
I am just a little piece in the jigsaw of my God, 
Many times, I feel of little use, 
And yet, without the smallest piece, the pictures 
incomplete 
And so it is when God does not have you. 



Well, he cannot complete the work his body has 
to do. 
Say yes, I want to be all you see in me 
Say yes, I want to be all that I can be 
Say Yes, I want to give all you ask of me. 
So, fill me with your spirit Lord and set my spirit 
free 
 
As Najat poured another cup of Chamomile tea, we 
began to look for our cross. The three crosses 
hanging on the walls caught my eye as we scanned 
around. “Let’s keep looking.” I said.  Then we saw 
it. Right under our feet was our cross woven into 
the crimson carpet. For where two or three have 
gathered together in My name, I am there in their 
midst. Right here with us the whole time. Perfect!   
 

 
The cross in the  

Whalen’s carpet where  
we sat. 
 
Najat hoped to find a parish she could get involved 
with. The family is grateful to be members of St. 
Mary’s.  “It is such a caring community with great 
values. I have met people who have become life-
long friends. You learn from everyone’s 
experiences. No one is alone on this journey, for 
we share each other’s joys and sorrows.” She says 
she feels so very blessed she just wants to give 
back, and she does. Najat has been a Eucharistic 
minister for a while now. She is very prayerful in 
approaching this ministry. She explained that she 
tries to chant in her head, “He must increase. I 
must decrease” as a reminder to elevate and honor 
the Eucharist. That it is about Him, not her. 
 

As our walk came to a close, I held her hand and 
thanked her for letting me get to know Joseph and 
for sharing her story with me. I was so incredibly 
touched by this family’s love and faithfulness.  Over 
and over during our time together, Najat repeated 
how faith, family and support from the community 
has gotten them through.  They have seen God’s 
hand in every turn in the road and it has made 
them strong.  
 
In the driveway, I paused for moment looking at 
the warm Christmas lights that decorated their 
house and the glow from their windows. The cool 
night silence and peace seemed a perfect and well-
deserved ending to a story filled with struggle and 
faith that was tested. I thought to myself, “Look 
what I might have missed if I had not taken the 
time at Mass to say hello, and to walk with them 
for a while.”  I will always remember the beautiful 
smile on the portrait of their beloved daughter 
Catherine, and am inspired by their courage.  And 
best of all, at the 9:30 Mass, I am happy to know 
the faith-filled voice I will hear is my new friend, 
Joseph.  

 

“I look at the shape of the 
cross, “Najat offered, “The 
vertical beam is God. The 
horizontal beam is God’s 
arms carrying us in the 
sufferings of our life. I see it 
as two pieces, not one 
piece. Open arms. I believe 
we are always held by God. I 
remember as a child my 
Mom holding my hands and 
how I felt, safe, loved, and 
cared for. Holding the rosary 
or seeing the cross feels like 
this to me.” 
 

 

Check back in February to see who I will walk with next!  
Walking in His name, Cathy Stenquist 



 
 
 
                           

  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Grand Knight: Albert Scaramella 

Deputy Grand Knight: Aaron Pyman 
 

ST. MARY’S ANNUAL BLOOD DRIVE: The 11th Annual Red Cross Blood Drive sponsored by the Knights of Columbus 

St. Mary’s Council will be held on Saturday, January 20, from 8:30 AM to 1:30 PM in Father Haley Hall.  Walk-ins are 

welcome, but appointments are strongly encouraged. To schedule an appointment, contact 1-800-REDCROSS or visit 

redcrossblood.org and search by zip code (01746) in the Search for Blood Drive field.  For further information, contact Knights 

of Columbus blood drive coordinator Rod Burgett at (508) 653-6130.  
 

ST. MARY’S CHRISTMAS CRECHE AND LIGHTS INSTALLATION: On Saturday, December 2, our Council set-up 

the crèche and installed lights outside the church. This is the tenth year the Council has volunteered brothers for this event.  

After completion, we treated ourselves to coffee and donuts.  Stumpy’s Tree Service did a beautiful job with the treetop lights 

(photo top right).  Paul Saulnier was the coordinator.  
 

NEW MEMBERS: The Council welcomes new members Nicolas Haegeli and Ronald Turcotte.  Also, David Cunis rejoined 

our Council after a hiatus. Our Council continues to grow and membership is now at 65 brothers! 
 

2018 MEMBERSHIP DRIVE: All good St. Mary’s men eighteen and older are invited to join our Council.  The Knights 

of Columbus is the largest Catholic men’s lay organization in the world. The November 2017 issue of Columbia contains 

an article describing Knights relief efforts after the recent hurricanes in Texas, Florida, and Puerto Rico.  In addition, the 

Knights of Columbus Charities raised $2.8 million for relief aid.  Our Council respects members’ limited time but needs 

new members to share our faith journey as Catholic men. For information contact Grand Knight Albert Scaramella at 

(508) 429-7588 OR ajscaramella@comcast.net. 
 

MONTHLY ROSARY: The next Rosary will be Wednesday, January 17:  The Council recites the Rosary every third 

Wednesday of the month in St. Mary’s Church at 7:00 PM. As quoted in the March 2017 Columbia magazine, “Knights 

need to be men of prayer.”   ALL parishioners are invited to share in this beautiful and powerful prayer with our Council.   
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HOLY HOUR FOR LIFE ~ JANUARY 18 

A Holy Hour for Life will be held on Thursday, January 18 at 7:30 PM 

in St. Mary’s Church. The Holy Hour is part of the Archdiocesan 

observance of the National Day of Prayer and Penance marking the 

anniversary of the U.S. Supreme Court’s decision legalizing abortion 

on demand. This Holy Hour will be held at parishes throughout the 

Archdiocese to pray for safe travel and a successful pilgrimage to 

Washington DC for all those attending the annual March for Life.  

Our Holy Hour, led by Deacon John Barry, will include Adoration, 

praise and worship. We will pray together for those who have been wounded by abortion, for respect for the dignity of 

human life from conception to natural death, and that those who govern us may be guided by justice, truth, and a love 

for the gift of life. The Holy Hour for Life, held in parishes throughout the greater Boston area, is organized by Boston 

Deacons for Life in collaboration with the Pro-Life Office of the Archdiocese of Boston. Please join us, all are welcome. 

"Everyone is responsible for his life before God who has given it to him. It is God who remains the sovereign Master of 
life. We are obliged to accept life gratefully and preserve it for his honor and the salvation of our souls. We are stewards, 
not owners, of the life God has entrusted to us. It is not ours to dispose of." 
Catechism of the Catholic Church     (#2258)  (#2280) 
 
 

 

WINGS (Women in God’s Spirit)  
“Peace I leave with you, my peace I give to you” 

(John 14:27). 

 

The WINGS ministry provides a wonderful 

opportunity for women to deepen their 

relationship with God, by gathering to study 

God’s Word, pray, and share with one another. Our Winter WINGS 

season is the season where we reflect on “God’s Living Word in 

Scripture.”   

Please join us, Wednesday, January 10 when Saint Mary’s Director of 

Religious Education, Mrs. Fran Crespi, kicks off the Winter Season. 

Fran reminds us that “as we read Scripture it is important to invite the 

Holy Spirit to guide us to understand the knowledge God wants to impart 

to us. Each person may have their own revelation of truth as God speaks 

to them.  This is the amazing miracle of Scared Scripture”. 

Together we will study and share on the two Old Testament Biblical 

characters Jonah and Ruth, in the book Love Crosses Boundaries by Kevin 

Perrotta. All women are invited! 

WINGS (Women in God’s Spirit) is a faith enrichment group for women of all ages.  Please join us for our winter 

season, whether you can attend each week or just some weeks.  WINGS meets on Wednesday mornings from 9:30-11:15 

AM in the Parish Hall.  Nurturing childcare is available.  For more information on WINGS call Linda Calabrese at (508) 

893-7919, visit the WINGS website at www.Catholicwings.com, or visit the Saint Mary’s website.  Details on WINGS, and 

the winter season schedule (soon to be posted) can be found under Adult Faith Groups. Scroll to ADULT FAITH 

GROUPS>WINGS>”What is the current WINGS schedule?” and click on the link.   

http://www.catholicwings.com/


SQUANTO CAMPOUT:  15 Scouts and leaders went camping on 
December 1-3 at Squanto Scout Camp in Plymouth, MA. Scouts 
worked on various advancement requirements including cooking 
and compass skills, as well as mastering a mile-long orienteering 
course through the woods.  The Scouts took a couple of breaks 
and mountain biked various trails exploring a large part of the 
650 acre camp. 
 

DONATION TO ST. MARY’S:  Having a successful year of 
fundraising, Troop 14 wanted to give back to St. Mary’s Parish 
who sponsors and supports the Troop year-round.  On Dec. 4, the 
Troop invited Father Mark to a Scout Meeting and Assistant 
Senior Patrol Leader Nico Doyle presented him a $500 check.  
Father Mark graciously accepted the check on behalf of St. Mary’s 
Parish.  The donation will go towards the 2017 St. Mary’s Grand 
Annual Collection that among other things, helps fund various 
repairs needed around the church. (Presentation Photo Below) 
 

UPCOMING EVENTS: 
- Late January snow-shoe backpacking trip to Carter Notch AMC   
  Hut in the White Mountains. 
- February 4, Scout Sunday 9:30 AM Mass & Pancake   

  Breakfast Fundraiser at St. Mary’s. 
 

 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

Troop 14 Holliston 
 

Boy Scouts of America 

St. Mary’s Parish * January, 2018 

Meetings: Monday Nights 7:00 - 8:30 PM 

Lower Church Hall 

Contact: Charlie Paradie, Scoutmaster 

617.697.8200 

Email: Troop14Holliston@yahoo.com 

Website: www.Troop14Holliston.com  
 

 

If interested in joining or supporting  
Troop 14, come to any of our meetings on 

Monday nights.  Boy Scouts is an ideal 
organization for boys 11-17 years old.    

 

 

 

2 FUN SCOUT FACTS: 

1) David Bowie’s first public musical performance was at a Scout Camp on the Isle of Wight in 1958. David 
accompanied his friend George Underwood on the ukulele, while George played washboard bass and sang.   
2) Baden-Powell's book “Scouting for Boys,” has sold 150 million copies since 1908. This makes it the fourth 
bestselling book of all time after The Bible, The Koran and Chairman Mao’s Little Red Book. 

mailto:Troop14Holliston@yahoo.com
http://www.troop14holliston.com/


           St. Mary’s Parish Middle School Youth Group 
       Open to all 6th, 7th, & 8th Graders for Faith, Friendship, Service & Fun.   

  

PAINTBALL:  On Friday, November 10, the MSYG had its annual fall 

Paintball Battle at PnL Paintball in Bridgewater, with 88 players in attendance. 

The day started with a safety instruction and prayer for veterans.  Fr. Mark 

talked with the kids about the evils of real warfare and gun violence, and 

stressed that we play paintball as a sport and for teambuilding.  Wouldn’t it be 

great if all the world’s guns shot paint!  The Non-Armband and Armband 

Teams were fairly even in victories during the day’s contests, which included 

the Ghost town and various scenarios in the woods and barrel fields.  It was 

cold and windy, but the extra layers were nice when you got pegged by the 

other team!  Thanks everyone for a great day in the beautiful outdoors! 
 

UPCOMING MSYG EVENTS:   
 

Saturday, Jan. 20: Snow Tubing, Nashoba 

      (4:15-9:30 PM). 
 

Sunday, Jan. 28:  Monthly Meeting (6:30- 

8:30 PM – ½ hour longer than usual), 11th  

Annual Battle of the Sexes!  Sign Ups for  

the February Vacation Week Trips to  

SkyZone & Boda Borg! 
 

Friday, Feb. 2:   

Luau Dance!   

Open to any Middle  

Schooler (7-10 PM). 

 

BINGO:   On Monday November 20, 

32 of Saint Mary's MSGY 7th Graders 

attended a service trip to Saint Patrick's 

Manor in Framingham.  What a 

marvelous experience to see firsthand 

how these two generations enjoyed each 

other's company! I know the residents 

appreciated the students and their 

presence was able to bring joy into their 

day. Students played BINGO and also 

visited residents in their rooms -  

interacting with each other just keeping 

them company and making conversation.  

 

All enjoyed ice cream and beverages 

together. It was heartwarming to witness 

how much this visit meant to each student 

and resident.  The day before this trip, we 

heard from chapter 25 of the Gospel of 

Matthew at Mass: “And the King will 

reply, ‘Truly I tell you, whatever you did 

for one of the least of these brothers of 

Mine, you did for Me.'” 

These students truly lived this message 

during their visit.  – Tara Quinn 
 



EPIC 
ST. MARY’S 

 

Endless Possibilities In Christ 
 

 

On November 4 our EPIC team continued to answer the call of the Gospel to love God and love 

neighbor through acts of mercy. We served at My Brother’s Table which is a soup kitchen in Lynn. Our 

incredible group jumped right in and simply asked “What can I do?” without hesitation. Which is a 

credit to the team as it is a beautiful but challenging environment. The team were the hands of Christ 

that day as they cleaned, served and talked with over 200 men and women who came in. Many thanks 

to Andrea and Chris Gaboriault for helping to lead this event. Below are a few facts about  MBT: 

Founded in 1982 , the largest soup kitchen on the North Shore, has provided over 2.9 million hot, free 

meals and outreach to men, women and children in need. In addition to serving meals 7 days a week 

MBT provides meals to homebound individuals, participates in a family dinner program, provides 

meals to at risk-seniors, and hosts a free weekly medical clinic. While many of our guests come to 

My Brother’s Table for economic reasons or because they do not have a home or access to a kitchen 

where they live, others come for the hospitality and companionship our dining room provides. 

 Next Meeting: Wednesday, January 17 & Sunday, January 21 - 7:30  to 8:45 PM  

Next   E vent: 

My Brother’s Table 
Sunday, January 28 



 

           ADULT FAITH RESOURCES   
                     JANUARY 2018 
 

PARISH ADULT FAITH FORMATION OPPORTUNITY: “Whenever we take a step towards Jesus, we 

come to realize that he is already there, waiting for us with open arms.” This is a quote from the third 
paragraph of The Joy of the Gospel, written by Pope Francis in 2013. There’s much more welcoming 
wisdom throughout this document. Why not join a group in reading and discussing The Joy of the Gospel? 
The group will meet on six consecutive Thursday evenings, beginning on January 4. Leo Racine  
(429-7476) will be the group facilitator and can be reached for more information and to register. 
 

ONLINE FAITH FORMATION COURSES: The University of Dayton, a Catholic college in the Marianist 

tradition, offers many online courses through its Virtual Learning Community for Faith Formation. The next 
cycle of courses runs from January 14 to February 17; the courses include Bible Basics, Introduction to 
Prayer and Survey of Catholic Social Teaching. The cost for each course is $105. You can get more 
information at https://vlcff.udayton.edu/.  
 

CHRISTMAS SEASON: The Christmas season begins at the Vigil of Christmas and ends with 

the celebration of the Baptism of the Lord, this year held on Monday, January 8, 2018. There 
are many great saints who are remembered during these two weeks: St. Stephen (December 
26), Sts. Basil the Great and Gregory Nazianzen (January 2) and St. Elizabeth Seton (January 4). 

We commemorate Mary, the Mother of God on January 1 and celebrate the Epiphany on January 7. All of 
these feasts complement and bring into a clearer focus the manifestation of Jesus as the Son of God begun 
on Christmas Day. You can interact with a Christmas season calendar at the Bishops’ website 
http://www.usccb.org/prayer-and-worship/liturgical-year/christmas/index.cfm.   
 

SUNDAY READINGS: The Sundays in Ordinary Time begin on January 14, 2018. This is our time, before 

the Season of Lent begins, to become familiar with Jesus and experience his call, just as his apostles did so 
many years ago. The gospel readings for January 14 and 21 are renderings of Jesus’ call to his disciples 
according to John and Mark. “Come and see”, Jesus says to two of John the Baptist’s followers (Simon 
Peter’s brother, Andrew was one of them) when they ask were he is staying. He later calls Simon by a new 
name, Peter. The next week we hear Jesus tell Simon (Peter) and Andrew that he will make them “fishers 
of men”; he does this as he invites them, as he does a bit later with James and John, to follow him. You can 
read more about our call to discipleship as envisioned by author Sherry Weddell of the Catherine of Siena 
Institute at https://www.osv.com/OSVNewsweekly/Story/TabId/2672/ArtMID/13567/ArticleID/15855/5-
steps-to-becoming-an-intentional-disciple.aspx.  
 

This month our focus is on the Sacrament of Reconciliation, sometimes 
referred to as Confession, one of the components of the sacrament. Thomas Richstatter, OFM in his book 
entitled The Sacraments: How Catholics Pray, calls his chapter on this sacrament “Celebrating What Jesus 
Does: Reconciliation” (p. 73). In this chapter, Fr. Richstatter writes about the history of the sacrament 
throughout the centuries, culminating with Pope Paul VI’s release, in 1973, of the new Rite of Penance 
which, in the form most often used in Catholic parishes (the communal penance service), focuses on the 
community’s celebration of the person’s reconciliation with God and with the Church through Jesus, in the 
person of the priest (who offers absolution). The Catechism of the Catholic Church (CCC) indeed reminds 
us that sin is a rupture in our relationship with God and with the Church (#1440). It is fitting, then, that the 
new Rite of Penance focuses on a healing of this relationship, bringing about a “spiritual resurrection” in 
our relationship with God and a strenthening in one’s life in the Church (CCC #s 1468-1469). You can read 
more about this sacrament in the US Cathechism for Adults at http://ccc.usccb.org/flipbooks/uscca/#260.  
                                                                                                                                                                              ---Leo Racine   

https://vlcff.udayton.edu/
http://www.usccb.org/prayer-and-worship/liturgical-year/christmas/index.cfm
https://www.osv.com/OSVNewsweekly/Story/TabId/2672/ArtMID/13567/ArticleID/15855/5-steps-to-becoming-an-intentional-disciple.aspx
https://www.osv.com/OSVNewsweekly/Story/TabId/2672/ArtMID/13567/ArticleID/15855/5-steps-to-becoming-an-intentional-disciple.aspx
http://ccc.usccb.org/flipbooks/uscca/#260
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Mass Schedule 
 

Monday through Saturday:                9:00 a.m. 
 

Saturday Vigils:    5:00 p.m. & 7:30 p.m. 
 

Sunday:                                         7:30 a.m., 9:30 a.m.,  

                           & 11:30 a.m. 
 

                         Sacrament of Reconciliation 
 

Saturday, 12 Noon to 12:45 p.m. in the church or anytime 

by appointment. 
 

Anointing of the Sick 
 

Any time by appointment.  Please call as soon as you are 

aware of a serious illness or upcoming surgery.   
 

 

 

 

Marriage 
 

Please contact a priest at least six months in advance to 

allow for Pre-Marriage program and arrangements. 
 

Baptism 
 

Baptisms are celebrated the Second and Fourth Sunday of 

each month at 2:00 p.m., please register by calling the 

rectory.  Baptism Instruction must take place prior to the 

Baptism itself.  Please contact the Rectory to register for 

Baptism Instruction.  Please note that universal practice in 

the Catholic Church is that one man and one woman (other 

than the parents) serve as Godparents.  Godparents must 

be at least 16 years old, Confirmed, regularly attending 

Sunday Mass, and otherwise living a life in harmony with 

the Catholic faith.  They are to serve as Catholic role 

models for the child being baptized. 
 

RCIA 
 

The Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults (RCIA) is an 

engaging program for individuals who desire to learn more 

about the Catholic faith.  The program is a gradual process 

paced at the needs of the individual.  RCIA welcomes 

anyone who seeks to be baptized into the Catholic Church.  

Also, anyone baptized in Christian tradition other than 

Roman Catholic who would like to be received into full 

communion with the Catholic Church is invited to attend.  

In addition, RCIA welcomes individuals who are baptized 

Catholics and have never received First Communion, First 

Reconciliation, or Confirmation.   If you or someone you 

may know is interested, please contact the rectory at 508-

429-4427.  Meeting times are set up as needed by each 

year’s participant schedules.  Welcome!  
 

C.L.O.W.  
 

The Children’s Liturgy of the Word is a special 

celebration of the scriptures with readings from the 

Children’s Lectionary.  These readings are brought alive 

for the children using methods that include drama, props, 

and an interactive homily style. At St. Mary’s, the 

C.L.O.W. is celebrated from mid-September through May 

every Sunday at the 9:30 AM Mass.  

On most of these Sundays, the parish 

children are invited to process down 

to the lower church following the 

Opening Prayer.  The exception is on 

the First Sunday of each month, when 

the children remain upstairs at the 

9:30 a.m. Mass for a special 

Children’s homily with the priest and 

the main assembly. 

 

Parish Ministry Contacts 
 

Ministry Contact              Phone #’s 

(508) 
  

A.A. Staff             (617) 426-9444 

Al-Anon Staff          366-0556 

Altar Servers Tina Hein           429-9853 

Art & Environment Rectory                        429-4427 

Adult Faith Formation Leo Racine           429-7476   

Compassionate Friends Ed Motuzas           473-4239 

C.L.O.W. Pat LeBlanc       (508)  533-6714             

Eucharistic Ministers Joe DeMarkey           429-5401 

Food Pantry Sylvia Stickney           429-5392 

Give A Gift Tony Alexander          429-5405 

Greeting Ministry Bob Whiting          893-8007 

H.S.Youth Ministry Matt Chick            429-6076 

Homebound Ministry Marty Breinlinger        429-4427 

Hospitality Joanne Davenport        533-7948 

Hospital Ministry Henry Woods             429-1037 

Knights of Columbus Mike Kerrigan           429-8696 

Lectors Ron Turcotte            429-5396 

Marriage Prep Ken/Mary Hammond   533-5258 

M.S.Youth Group Fr. Mark Coiro             429-4427 

Music Ministry Juan Mesa             429-4427       

Newsletter Marilyn Lourandos      429-4032 

Parish Council Diane Collins             435-9246 

Pine Street Inn Laura Kozial            429-7174 

Project Just Because Cherylann Walsh         435-6511 

Religious Education Fran Crespi             429-6076 

Respect Life Rosemary Rainsford    429-1527 

S.M.C.W.G. Patricia Strozzi            654-2723 

Vacation Bible School Kristin Roberto            429-4716 

Wings Linda Calabrese           893-7919 
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