
Merry Christmas! 
In those days a decree went out from Caesar Augustus that the whole world should be enrolled. This was 

the first enrollment, when Quirinius was governor of Syria. So all went to be enrolled, each to his own 
town. And Joseph too went up from Galilee from the town of Nazareth to Judea, to the city of David that is 

called Bethlehem, because he was of the house and family of David, to be enrolled with Mary, his 
betrothed, who was with child. While they were there, the time came for her to have her child, and she 
gave birth to her firstborn son. She wrapped him in swaddling clothes and laid him in a manger, because 
there was no room for them in the inn. Now there were shepherds in that region living in the fields and 

keeping the night watch over their flock. The angel of the Lord appeared to them and the glory of the Lord 
shone around them, and they were struck with great fear. The angel said to them, "Do not be afraid; for 

behold, I proclaim to you good news of great joy that will be for all the people. For today in the city of 
David a savior has been born for you who is Christ and Lord. And this will be a sign for you:  you will find an 

infant wrapped in swaddling clothes and lying in a manger." And suddenly there was a multitude of the 
heavenly host with the angel, praising God and saying: "Glory to God in the highest 

and on earth peace to those on whom his favor rests."  Luke 2:1-14 



Pastor’s Christmas Greeting 
December 25, 2019 
 
Dear Members of the St. Mary’s Parish Family, 
 
Christmas Greetings in the Lord!  I pray that today’s celebration of our  
Saviour’s birth may find you joyful, hopeful and at peace with God and neighbor.   
 
I offer a special welcome to those who are visitors to St. Mary’s.  If visiting from afar we wish you safe travels.  If local, 
we invite you to join us again for Holy Mass – that awesome mystery and gift by which the same Jesus Who was once 
born in Bethlehem, comes down to us anew each Sunday to be with and sustain His people.  For Catholics, every Sunday 
is Christmas. 
 
As we celebrate the Feast of Christmas this year, I am looking forward to visiting with many of you the Church of the 
Nativity in Bethlehem.  This will be one of the highlights of our St. Mary’s 150th Anniversary Pilgrimage to the Holy 
Land this coming March, the church built over the very place where the Christ Child was born.  A unique feature of this 
building is its very low door, designed that way in the Middle Ages to prevent marauders from riding on horseback into 
the church. 
 
The door is so low, that one needs to stoop far down in order to pass under it; appropriate as it was in the Incarnation and 
Nativity that God Himself stooped down, entering time and space as the little babe of Bethlehem.  How awesome this 
mystery, that the same God Who created the fiery stars and whirling galaxies, should become a newborn infant, too weak 
even to stand.  That is why each Sunday we bow down during the Creed at Mass when we say the words, “For us men 
and for our salvation He came down from heaven, and by the Holy Spirit was incarnate of the Virgin Mary and became 
man.”  It is a mystery beyond what words can capture, and so we bow in awe before so great a gift, so immense a love. 
 
Throughout His life, Jesus would continue to stoop down in humble service, even so far as to carry the Cross for our 
salvation.  In just the same way, we Christians are called to stoop down in our worship, our generosity, our willingness to 
forgive.  Every time we put the well-being and happiness of another first before our own, we are “spiritually stooping,” 
adopting the same posture as God in Bethlehem, and Jesus lifting His Cross. 
 
This is important, because like the Church of the Nativity, the door to heaven is also very low.  Those who are rigid and 
unbending, those who absolutely must be right and have their way in every little thing; they will find it hard to pass 
underneath.  But those who have spent their lives stooping down in humble service, they will be ready for that final 
passage, and the dawn of joy. 
 
On behalf of all of us here at St. Mary’s,  
I wish you and yours a Blessed Christmas  
and a New Year full of grace.             

Rev. Mark J. Coiro 
Pastor 

 
 
 

 

 

150th ANNIVERSARY PARISH MISSION  
“Surge of the Heart!” 

 
On February 9-11, 2020, Mr. Jon Leonetti will lead St. Mary’s in a 3-Night Parish  
Anniversary Mission entitled, “Surge of the Heart.”  Jon is a nationally known Catholic 
speaker, best-selling author and radio host who conveys a message of lasting  
fulfillment in Jesus Christ.  Through Jon's keynote presentations and parish missions, 
thousands of Catholics each year discover the freedom Christ offers by way of his  
life and love.  The Mission will be each evening in the church from 7- 8 PM. 
All parish meetings, classes, rehearsals and other activities are suspended on these three 
days to allow everyone to take part.  Save the dates! 
 



  
 
      
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

St. Mary’s Parish 
  
 
 
 

 
 

Mass Schedule: 
 

Monday through Saturday 
   9:00 AM 
 
 

Saturday Vigils 
   5:00 PM 
   7:30 PM 
 

Sunday 
   7:30 AM 
   9:30 AM    Family Mass 
   (C.L.O.W.  Sept. – May) 
 11:30 AM    Sung Mass   

Holy Days:   Announced 
 

Adoration Schedule: 
First Fridays from 
9:30-10:30 AM 
 

 

Our Mission: 
“To know Christ and  
to make Him known.” 

 
8 Church St., Holliston, MA 01746 

Website: www.stmarysholliston.com 
Email Address: St.Marys1870@gmail.com 

Rectory Phone: 429 - 4427  
Religious Education Phone: 429 - 6076 

 
Dear Visitors:  Welcome!  We are 

delighted that you chose to worship with us 
this day.  Please introduce yourself to the 

priest, and if you are interested in 
becoming a member of the parish then 

please call the rectory to register.  Please 
also be aware that for generations it has 
been the custom at St. Mary’s to kneel 

together for a silent Hail Mary at the end of 
Mass.  Please join in! 

GIVE A GIFT:  St. Mary’s 2019 Give A Gift project 
would like to thank all those who donated Christmas 
presents at Masses on the weekend of December 7 and 8.  
The project resulted in a total of 531 gifts for two inner 
city parishes - St. Mary of the Angels and St. Patrick’s. 
With economic times so difficult, your generosity was 
especially timely, and will make a big difference in many 
families’ lives this Christmas.  God bless you!  
 

COOKIE WALK:  St. Mary’s Middle School Youth 
Group is delighted to announce that this year’s Advent 
Cookie Walk, held after all Masses on December 7 and 8,  
made $2,220!  Every penny of this will go to support the 
poor of Haiti.  Thank you for reaching out to Our Lord 
Jesus “in His most distressing disguise.” 
 
 

CHRISTMAS COLLECTION 
FOR RETIRED PRIESTS: 

The entire Christmas Collection 
supports the retirement and medical 

needs of the retired priests of the 
Archdiocese of Boston.  These priests 

have given their lives to faithfully serve 
Christ, the Church and you.  Thank you 

for your generosity to this very 
important collection! 

 

 

A TIME FOR FEASTING!  After four weeks of Advent 
fasting, penance and almsgiving, we now celebrate the great 
Feast of the Nativity and begin a season of feasting in the 
Church.  Let us savor each celebration and drink deeply of the 
grace God offers.  Let us taste and see the good things of the 
Lord! 
 

FEAST OF THE HOLY FAMILY:  December 28 and 29, 
regular Weekend Mass Schedule.  We honor the Holy Family 
of Jesus, Mary and Joseph.  We look to their example and pray 
that our own families may be holy - enjoying healing, unity 
and peace. 
 

FEAST OF MARY, MOTHER OF GOD ~ A HOLY DAY 
OF OBLIGATION:  The Holy Day Mass Schedule is 
Tuesday, December 31 at 5:00 PM, and Wednesday, January 1 
at 9 AM & 6:30 PM.  One of our most beautiful Catholic 
traditions is welcoming the New Year by worshipping God and 
honoring Mary, our model as the first and most faithful 
follower of Jesus.  May the Lord truly bless you and your 
loved ones in 2020! 
 

FEAST OF THE EPIPHANY:  January 4 and 5, regular 
Weekend Mass Schedule.  The Wise Men arrive in Bethlehem 
bearing gifts of gold, frankincense and myrrh.  We thank God 
for all the many gifts He has given us and offer Him the gift of 
our worship and lives spent in loving service of His Son. 
 
  
 

  
 

Confession:  Saturdays from 
Noon – 12:45 PM in the 
church or anytime by 
appointment.    
 

Anointing of the Sick:  Any 
time by appointment.  Please 
call as soon as you are aware 
of a serious illness or 
upcoming surgery. 
 

Baptism:  The 2nd & 4th 
Sunday of each month.  To 
register for Baptism 
Preparation call 429-4427. 
 

Marriage:  Please call at 
least 6 months in advance of 
your desired wedding date. 
 
 
 
 
    



THE NATIVITY OF THE LORD                                                                               DECEMBER 25, 2019 
 
 

MIDDLE SCHOOL YOUTH GROUP:  
Photo Left ~ On Dec. 13 our MSYG Carolers 
spread cheer to the elderly!  Our next trips are 
Friday, January 3, Celtics vs Hawks; and 
Saturday, January 18, Snowtubing.  Our next 
Meeting is Sunday, January 26 from 6:30 – 
8:30 PM, a half hour longer because of the 13th 
Annual Battle of the Sexes.  There will be 
faith, friendship, fun, and signups for the Feb. 
Vacation trips to Coco Key and Boda Borg!  
 
EPIC HIGH SCHOOL YOUTH 
MINISTRY: Thanks for all who came to our 
fall meetings and helped out at our Christmas 
party with Caroling at the Doolittle Home in 
Foxboro earlier this Christmas Season! Our 
next Monthly Meeting is Sunday, January 12 

from 7:30 – 8:45 PM in Father Haley Hall. Come for a great time of faith, friends, fun, and food!  Open to anyone in 
High School! Bring your friends! Contact Jake Thiringer at stmarysym1870@gmail.com with any questions. 
 
KOC BLOOD DRIVE:  The 13th Annual Red Cross Blood Drive sponsored by the K of C will be held on Sat., January 
18, from 8:30 AM to 1:30 PM in Father Haley Hall. Contact 1-800-REDCROSS/ Rodman Burgett, at 508-653-6130.   
  
WINGS (Women in God’s Spirit):  Is on hiatus until January.  Our successful and inspiring Fall season has concluded, 
but we will return for our 5 week 2020 Winter Season on January 22.  Sister Agnes Therrien, WINGS member, will give 
a short presentation and then lead us in a reflection and discussion on Richard Rohr’s book Great Themes of Scripture: 
the Old Testament.  WINGS meets on Wednesday mornings from 9:45 – 11:15 AM in Father Haley Hall.  Nurturing 
childcare is available.  For more information call Jennifer Schiller 617-852-9632 or to 
sign-up: betty.febo@gmail.com. 
 
2019 GRAND ANNUAL:  If you have not yet done so, please return your orange 
Grand Annual envelope as soon as possible.  It may be mailed or placed in any Mass 
collection basket.  Thank you for doing your part for this important collection that this 
year is covering essential facilities repairs, including the church floor and kneelers. 
 
DONUTS, JUICE AND COFFEE:  The Welcoming Committee invites all 
parishioners and their families to stop into Father Haley Hall after the 9:30 AM Mass 
on Sunday, January 5, for donuts, juice and coffee. Members of the Parish Council 
will be there if you want to share any thoughts or ideas regarding the Parish.  
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

          DAY        GRADE        GRADE 
Sun., Jan. 5 GR-2 at 8:10 AM  GR-2 at 10:45 AM  
 GR-3 at 7:55 AM GR-3 at 10:45 AM 
 GR-6 at 4:00 PM GR-7 at 5:00 PM 

CHILDREN’S LITURGY OF THE WORD:   
CLOW resumes on Sunday, January 5, 2020 in the Church. 
 

GR. 3 - 6 COORDINATOR / TEACHER MEETING: 
Thursday, Jan. 9 from 7:30 to 9:00 PM in Room 3 – 4. 
 
  

GR. 7 CHASTITY PRESENTATION:  Sunday, 
January 5 at 5:00 PM and Wednesday, January 8 at 6:00 
PM with Linda Thayer in Fr. Haley Hall. 
 

GR. 8:  Meets on Monday, January 6 and Wednesday, 
January 8 at 6:00 PM. 
 

GR. 9:  Meets on Tuesday, January 7 and Thursday, 
January 9 at 6:30 PM. 
 

GR. 10 RETREAT:  Saturday, January 4 from 9:00 AM 
to 6:00 PM in FHH.  If you have questions contact Jake at 
stmarysym1870@gmail.com with questions. 
 
 
 Christmas Blessings to all of St. Mary’s Grade Coordinators, 

Teachers, Monitors and Families.  May the graces the Christ Child 
gained for us transform your hearts! 

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION CLASSES RESUME 
ON SUNDAY, JANUARY 5, 2020 
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