
St. Mary’s Parish 
  

Our Mission: 
“To know Christ and to make Him known.” 

8 Church St., Holliston, MA 01746 
Website: www.stmarysholliston.com 

Email Address: St.marys1870@gmail.com 
Rectory Phone: (508) 429 - 4427 or (508) 879 - 2322 

Religious Education Phone: (508) 429 - 6076 
Fax: (508) 429 - 3324 

 

Mass Schedule: 
Monday through Friday 
   9:00 AM 
 

Saturday Vigils 
   5:00 PM 
   7:30 PM 

Sunday 
   7:30 AM 
   9:30 AM    Family Mass 
   (C.L.O.W.  Sept. – May) 
 11:30 AM    Sung Mass  
Holy Days:   Announced 

Adoration Schedule: 
First Fridays from 
9:30-10:30 AM 
 

Dear Visitors:  Welcome!  We are delighted that 
you chose to worship with us this day.  Please 
introduce yourself to the priest, and if you are 
interested in becoming a member of the parish 
then please call the rectory to register.  Please 

also be aware that for generations it has been the 
custom at St. Mary’s to kneel together for a 

silent Hail Mary at the end of Mass.   
Please join in! 

Confession:  Currently by 
appointment only due to the 
Pandemic. 

Anointing of the Sick:  Any 
time by appointment.  Please 
call as soon as you are aware 
of a serious illness or 
upcoming surgery. 

Baptism:  The 2nd & 4th 
Sunday of each month.  To 
register for Baptism 
Preparation call 429-4427. 

Marriage:  Please call at 
least 6 months in advance of 
your desired wedding date.  
Congratulations!  



 
 
 
 
 
 

December 6, 2020 
2nd Sunday of Advent 

 
Dear Members of the St. Mary’s Parish Family, 
 
It is with sadness but gratitude for a life well lived that we announce the passing of 
Vasco Brovelli this past Friday afternoon.  Vasco succumbed to the COVID virus.  
His wife Pauline, also infected, is recovering well in a rehabilitation facility.  Vasco 
was more than a parishioner, he was a dear and valued friend to our staff and part of 
the very fabric of St. Mary’s.  A man of profound faith, he was devoted to his 
church, his country and his family.  Vasco proudly bore the title of “Holliston’s 
Oldest Veteran,” and was a respected member of our town’s VFW.  He passed 
having received the Sacraments of his faith, and had time to speak by phone and 
facetime with his family and many friends, telling them that he loved them.  I last 
spoke with Vasco on Thursday evening.  We ended our conversation with the Hail 
Mary, and as we asked our Blessed Mother for prayer “at the hour of death,” we both 
knew that hour was drawing near.  May Mary intercede for this faithful son of the 
parish that bears her name.  Please check https://www.chesmorefuneralhome.com/obituaries/ for Funeral 
details, which are still being arranged as I type this Friday afternoon.  And please keep our beloved Vasco in 
your own prayers.  Go in peace, good and faithful servant of the Lord. 
 
On this Second Sunday of Advent, John the Baptist fulfills the prophecy of Isaiah, becoming a voice of one 
crying out in the desert, “Prepare the way of the Lord, make straight his paths.”   In ancient times when a king 
planned to visit a distant part of his kingdom, he would send a herald ahead to announce his coming.  As the dirt 
roads were often in poor condition, the king’s subjects in that area were expected to carry out repairs in 
anticipation of his arrival. 
 
Just so in this Advent Season, we are all being invited to effect spiritual repairs to smooth the way for God’s 
coming anew into our lives.  This is the time to fill in the potholes of resentment, the cracks of jealousy, and 
whatever other fractures sin has caused to mar the surface of our souls.  Always the key to a joyful and graced 
Christmas - one where you really feel the “Christmas Spirit” if you will - is an Advent spent in real preparation.  
Look around for opportunities to make the necessary repairs.  You know where the need for healing lies in your 
own family and circle of friends.  You know where there is loneliness and heartache.  You know where there is 
a need to return to prayer. 
 
The shift in Church seasons is evident in our worship space in several ways.  For Advent the sanctuary draperies 
have been changed to purple, the Church’s color of penance and preparation.  Likewise the priest’s and 
deacon’s vestments are purple – the darker “royal” purple of Jesus the newborn King or returning triumphant 
King.  This is different from the more “violet” purple of Lent, the redder tint of which suggests the blood spilt 
for us by Jesus on Calvary.  For this same reason the Advent vestments are much richer in ornamentation than 
the simple vestments worn during Lent.   
 
To the right of the sanctuary stands the St. Mary’s Advent wreath, the candles of which will count down for us 
the weeks until Christmas, even as time itself counts down to the return and final judgment of Jesus.  We hope 
that an Advent wreath graces your own family table tonight, as it is a beautiful way to bring prayer into your 
home and teach children about the two comings of Jesus. 
 
 

Saint Mary’s Parish 
8 Church St. ~ Holliston, MA ~ 01746 ~ (508) 429-4427 

 

 

https://www.chesmorefuneralhome.com/obituaries/


This Advent, of course, one of the most noticeable things in our church is the ongoing repair and repainting of 
the interior.  (This is why we did not tint the skylight purple this Advent, so that the workers have as much light 
as possible).  Some of the ceiling plaster cracks were more extensive than first thought, which slowed things 
down somewhat.  It now looks like everything but the choir loft walls will be done for Christmas, the final bit to 
be completed after that joyful day.  The church proper will be completed, however, with all allowed seating in 
use as we celebrate the Saviour’s Birth.  May the restoration of our beautiful St. Mary’s Church, mirror the 
cleansing and transformation of our souls this Advent Season. 
 
God bless you! 
 
                                Rev. Mark J. Coiro  
            Pastor 
 

 
P.S.  Don’t forget - by recommendation of the Archdiocese, Christmas Masses are BY RESERVATION 

ONLY this year.  This is the only way to avoid “no room at the inn.”   We do not want anyone to try to come 
in and be turned away for lack of space.  By requiring an Advance Mass Sign-Up Reservation, we avoid that 
happening.   
 
A Sign-Up link for Christmas will be emailed to all Parishioners on Monday, December 14.  It will also be 
available on that date at: https://stmarysholliston.com/.  Senior Citizens and others without computers may also 
register by phone at 508-429-4427, through Noon on Wednesday, December 23.   
 
Online Sign-Ups will end at Midnight, Wednesday, December 23.  No reservations can be accepted after that 
time.  Please reserve all together as a group those who will be sitting together.  Please try to come as a family all 
to the same Mass, as this makes more seats available for all. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

“Advent is concerned with that very connection between memory and hope which is so necessary to 
man.  Advent’s intention is to awaken the most profound and basic emotional memory within us, 
namely, the memory of the God who became a child.  This is a healing memory; it brings hope. The 
purpose of the Church’s year is continually to rehearse her great history of memories, to awaken 
the heart’s memory so that it can discern the star of hope…  It is the beautiful task of Advent to 
awaken in all of us memories of goodness and thus to open doors of hope.”    - Pope Benedict XVI 

https://stmarysholliston.com/
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2020 ST. MARY’S PARISH GRAND ANNUAL UPDATE 
 

  “What return can I make to the Lord for all He has done for me?”   Psalm 116 
 

 

2020 Grand Annual goal to cover operating expenses:       $150,000.00    

Grand Annual parishioner support received to date:                       - $126,850.00 
 

Parishioner support still needed to reach 2020 Grand Annual goal:  $  23,150.00 
 
% of 2020 Grand Annual achieved to date:               85 % 
 

% of St. Mary’s families who have now made their Grand Annual gift:           39 % 
 
As the Grand Annual continues, contributions may be placed either in the gold G.A. envelope you received in the 
mail, or in a separate envelope clearly marked “Grand Annual”.  G.A. envelopes may be mailed to 8 Church Street  
or dropped through the Rectory Office Door Mail-slot.   
 
As explained in the special mailing to all parishioners, the $150,000 goal will fund both staff salaries and the 150th 
Anniversary interior repairs and painting of St. Mary’s Church.  Your generous support will assure the financial 
health of our parish continues. 
  
Thank you for your support of this most important annual collection! 
 

 
 
PARISH STAFF: 
 

Rev. Mark J. Coiro, Pastor 
The Xaverian Fathers, Weekend Assistance 
Deacon John D. Barry, Permanent Deacon 
Deacon Ronald A. Dowding, Permanent Deacon 
Deacon Martin Breinlinger, Senior Deacon 
Mrs. Fran Crespi, D.R.E., Grades K-7 
Mr. Jake Thiringer, D.R.E., Grades 8-12 
Mr. Kevin Lyczak, Director of Music 
Mrs. Mary Beth Harris, Parish Secretary 
Mrs. Robin Rogers, Religious Education Secretary 
Ms. Mary Sanning, Business Manager 
Mrs. Najat Whalen, Sacristan 
Mr. Billy Hanson, Parish Facilities  
R & R Landscaping, Cemetery Care 
 
THANKSGIVING COLLECTION:   
Holliston Food Pantry ~ $1,661.00. Thank you.   
 
LAST SUNDAY’S PARISH OFFERTORY:    
Automatic Giving:         $    3,850.00 
WeShare:                       $    3,287.85 
Offertory Envelopes  
Dropped off/mailed in:  $    6,659.00        
 

Total Offertory:           $  13,796.85 
 
PARISH WEEKLY OFFERTORY NEED:  $15,000 
 

Parish Offertory Shortfall 
Last Weekend:  $1,203.15 

 
  

 
PRAYERS AND MASS INTENTIONS: 
 

Saturday December 5 
  5:00    Alfonso Barcinas 
  7:30    June McLean 
Sunday December 6 
  7:30    People of St. Mary’s  
  9:30    Jackson Paul Owens 
  11:30 Stephen Rothrock 
Monday December 7 
  9:00 Giovanni Cossetti 
 
   Tuesday December 8 
   9:00 Immaculate Conception 
   6:30 Immaculate Conception 
 
Wednesday     December 9 
  9:00 Ernest Ciampa 
Thursday December 10 
    9:00 Herold Pelisser 
Friday December 11 
  9:00 Merritt Moraski, 19th Anv. 
Saturday December 12 
  5:00    Vincent and Joan Mullen 
  7:30    Fran and Agnes Hickey 
Sunday December 13 
  7:30    People of St. Mary’s  
  9:30    Paul Brunaccini and Clare Maguire 
  11:30 Jacqueline O’Neill, 3rd Anv. 
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ADVENT 2020 ONLINE RESOURCES ~  
 
Advent 2020 Calendars may be downloaded for free at:   
https://www.smp.org/resourcecenter/resource/14012/  
 
Advent Resources of many types are available for free at:  
https://onlineministries.creighton.edu/CollaborativeMinistry/Advent/site-index.html  
 

MASSES  

FOR THE  

IMMACULATE 

CONCEPTION ~  

THIS TUESDAY,  

DECEMBER 8, Masses at 9 AM 

& 6:30 PM:  The Immaculate 
Conception is that sacred moment when 
Mary was conceived in her mother 
Anna’s womb and specially protected 
by God from any touch of original sin.  
In this way, Mary became the new Eve, 
a new beginning for the human race and 
a pure vessel to receive the Son of God 
and bear Him into the world.   
 
This is the Patronal Feast of the United 
States of America, a nation consecrated 
to Mary under her title as the 
Immaculate Conception.  St. Mary’s 
Mass is not livestreamed this day, but 
many Masses will be broadcast on 
Boston Catholic Television:   
http://www.catholictv.org/. 
 
LIVESTREAMED VESPERS ~ 

TUESDAYS, DECEMBER 15 

AND 22 AT 7 PM ~  

(Not Dec. 8 due to the Immaculate 
Conception Mass).   
This year, Advent Vespers will be 
celebrated at St. Mary’s and 
livestreamed for your virtual 
participation.  Vespers, or “Evening 
Prayer,” is part of the Church’s Liturgy 
of the Hours.   
 
You can participate in the prayer via the 
Music at St. Mary’s Facebook page:   
 

 

ADVENT MORNINGS OF PRAYER ~ 

“TAKING A HOLY PAUSE TOGETHER.” 
 

WINGS (Women in God’s Spirit) is pleased to offer three 
Advent Mornings of Prayer with speaker Crista Mahoney, 
who will offer an opportunity to be together in stillness, 
prayer, and reflection.  Each week we will explore the 
different themes of Advent - Hope, Peace, Joy, and Love - as 
we focus on creating stillness in our hearts to hear God 
moving in our world. 
 

We hope you will join us Wednesday, December 9 at 10:00 
AM for the second in the series via Zoom.  A donation of $10 
is suggested to help cover the cost of the professional speaker.  
Make checks payable to St. Mary’s Parish and mail to Betty 
Febo at 41 Holly Lane, Holliston, MA 01746.   
 

All are welcome to attend, regardless of ability to pay.  If you 
have received our Fall Season Zoom links, you will 
automatically be sent the Advent Zoom link.   
 

We plan to record these Advent sessions.  Email 
stmaryswingssecretary@gmail.com if you would like the link.  
 https://www.facebook.com/MusicAtSt

MarysHolliston.             
 

https://www.smp.org/resourcecenter/resource/14012/
https://onlineministries.creighton.edu/CollaborativeMinistry/Advent/site-index.html
http://www.catholictv.org/
https://www.facebook.com/MusicAtStMarysHolliston
https://www.facebook.com/MusicAtStMarysHolliston
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THIS WEEKEND ~ GIVE A GIFT 
 

GIVE A GIFT ~ DECEMBER 5 AND 6 AT ALL 

MASSES:  Once again we ask the people of St. 
Mary’s to help make Christmas truly a season of 
sharing.  All items go to needy families in Boston, and 
are distributed through two inner city Catholic 
parishes.  Please bring an article of new clothing and a 
new toy, unwrapped, together in a plain bag or gift 
bag with a tag stating “Boy” or “Girl” and size or age 
up to age 18.  No adult gifts please.  Kindly place 
your gift in front of St. Mary’s altar at any Mass the 
weekend of December 5 & 6.  Gift bags only please – 
no wrapping as they need to see what the gift is for 
proper distribution.   
 
VIRTUAL CLOW: The Children's Liturgy of the Word is offering prerecorded weekly lessons online until we can 
meet again in person.  These are engaging and enriching lessons for parents and children to participate in together.  Click 
on the following link and then once on the web page, click on prerecorded lessons.  Pat Campo-
LeBlanc/Coordinator.  https://stmarysholliston.com/st-marys-childrens-liturgy-of-the-word/    
 
THE ROSE FOR LIFE:  Is sponsored this week by the Medwid Family in memory of Claire Medwid.  Please join 
them in prayer for an unborn child.  To sponsor the Rose for Life, call 508-429-4427, or email 
st.marys1870@gmail.com.    
 
CEMETERY REQUESTS:  In preparation for the upcoming winter season, please remove all plant, chime, birdfeeder 
and ornamental hangers from your Cemetery Lots.  With the ground becoming frozen, they can be very dangerous if 
broken or leaning into the right of way of funeral vehicles.  St. Mary’s has begun compiling our own historical cemetery 
documents and those of the Archdiocese regarding rules and regulations pertaining to the maintenance of our beautiful 
grounds.   
 

PANTRY SHELF REMINDER:  Thank you to all who contributed to St. Mary’s Pantry Shelf Thanksgiving Day 
Mass Collection this past Thursday.  The Pantry is fully re-opened to shoppers with extensive new safety measures in 
place.  Shoppers may come to the Pantry during any open hours on Monday, Tuesday, Thursday or Friday from 10 AM 
to 2 PM and Wednesday from 4 to 7:00 PM.  If you have an illness or emergency, you may call the pantry (508) 429-
5392 to receive a pre-filled grocery delivery if available.  Food items needed at the pantry:  Clorox Wipes (or any other 
brand), Paper T owels, Pasta, Cereal, Juice Boxes, Tuna Fish - 5 oz. cans, Campbell Chunky Soups, Progresso Soups, 
Tomato Soups, Chicken Noodle Soup and kids snacks.  

 
NO CHRISTMAS LIGHTS AT THE FATIMA SHRINE:  Due to 
the Pandemic, the Fatima Shrine is unable to offer the annual Festival of 
Lights this year.  The Christmas Concert is also cancelled.  Confessions 
are still being heard Saturdays from 3-5 PM in the Shrine Hall. 
 
ADVENT WISDOM:  “The season of Advent is like springtime in 
nature, when everything is renewed and so is fresh and healthy. Advent 
is also meant to do this to us – to refresh us and make us healthy, to be 
able to receive Christ in whatever form He may come to us.”   
 
                                                   - St. Teresa of Calcutta 

 

 

All gifts are being sorted 

then driven into Boston 

directly following the 

11:30 AM Sunday Mass.  

So that is the last Mass 

items may be dropped off.  

Thank you for your 

generosity! 
 

https://stmarysholliston.com/st-marys-childrens-liturgy-of-the-word/
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All Christmas 2020 Masses will be 
by advance Sign-Up Only, 

(no walk ins).  
 

Only in this way can we assure that there is a seat waiting 
for all who come.  With seating greatly reduced by the 

pandemic, we want to make certain that there is  
“room at the inn!”   

 
A Sign-Up link for Christmas will be emailed to all 

Parishioners, and will also be available on the Parish Website, 

on Monday, December 14.   
 

You may also register by phone at 508-429-4427 

through Noon on Wednesday, December 23. 
   

Online Sign-Ups will end at Midnight,  

Wednesday, December 23. 

Thursday, December 24, Christmas Eve 
 
3:00 PM   Masses in both the Church   
                  and Fr. Haley Hall  
 

5:00 PM   Masses in both the Church  
                  and Fr. Haley Hall 
         

7:30 PM   Mass in the Church 
 

11:00 PM Midnight Mass in the Church  
 
* All worship areas will be fully cleaned, aired out, 
and sanitized between Masses.  So dress warmly 
because we will have opened the windows to change 
out the air. 
 

Friday, December 25, Christmas Day 
 
9:30  AM Mass in the Church 
 

11:30 AM Mass in the Church ~ Live-streamed 
            
You may watch the 11:30 AM Christmas Morning Mass 

live on Holliston Cable Access:   
 

Verizon Fios Ch. 33 or Comcast Xfinity Ch. 96.  
 

Or you can visit: 

https://www.facebook.com/MusicAtStMarysHolliston    

and scroll down.   
 

You do not need a Facebook account to access this page.   
If you arrive “early,” you may need to hit the refresh 
button.  Welcome! 
 
 

https://www.facebook.com/MusicAtStMarysHolliston
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WORSHIPING VIRTUALLY WITH ST. MARY’S 
 
PREPARING A PLACE TO PRAY: 
                        
Pick a place where you will be as free from as many distractions as you can.  A TV or Radio 
in the background will never let you listen to the service, or God.  So do your best to 
rearrange a spot and be sure to shut off your cellphone entirely.    
 
 

Set your laptop, iPad or phone into a good position on a table.  Clear everything else off.   
 
If you have a candle, put that near you.  An Icon, Cross, or Statue of Mary is great, too. 
 
Print out and have handy the Mass Readings:  https://bible.usccb.org/daily-bible-reading.  
 
When ready, have your family pray together the following prayer of preparation: 
 

Throughout time, Almighty God has moved people to set apart places to pray, to worship, 

and to meet with God.  Almighty God, we thank you for making us in Your image, for 

making Your presence known, and for calling us to know You.  We set apart this time and 

this place for Your worship.  Sanctify it all, Father, Son and Holy Spirit.  May all we do here 

be to Your glory.  Through Christ Our Lord.  Amen.   At this time, light your candle.   

 
COMMUNION TIME:  If watching Mass, make an Act of Spiritual Communion at 
Communion time.  (Prayer to right). 
 
SUNDAY MASS:  Every Sunday, the 11:30 AM Mass is being live-streamed from our 
beautiful St. Mary’s Church.  You may watch this Mass live on Holliston Cable Access:   
 
Verizon Fios Ch. 33 or Comcast Xfinity Ch. 96.  
 
Or you can visit:  https://www.facebook.com/MusicAtStMarysHolliston/  and scroll down.   
 
You do not need a Facebook account to access this page.   
If you arrive “early,” you may need to hit the refresh button.  Welcome!  

My Jesus, 
I believe that You are 
present in the Most 
Holy Sacrament. 
I love You above  
all things, and I 

desire to receive You 
into my soul. 

Since I cannot at this 
moment receive You 

sacramentally, 
come at least 

spiritually into  
my heart. 

I embrace You as if 
You were already 

there and unite 
myself wholly 

 to You. 
Never permit me to 
be separated from 

You.  Amen. 

https://bible.usccb.org/daily-bible-reading
https://www.facebook.com/MusicAtStMarysHolliston/


 

HOW TO ATTEND WEEKEND MASS,  

PANDEMIC PROCEDURES  
 
(Daily Mass is exactly the same, except that there is no 

preregistration or sign in upon arrival.  To save cleaning, only 

nave seating will be used on weekdays.  To allow deep cleaning, 

the Saturday 9 AM Mass is suspended). 
 
Please note that these rules have been mandated for all churches 
for health safety compliance. We did not devise them, but we 
must follow them in order to reopen. 

  
For their protection, the elderly and those with underlying health vulnerabilities are discouraged from attending in Phase 
One.  Anyone with a fever or other symptoms of illness should also not attend. 
  
1) Pre-sign up for a Mass via Sign Up Genius.  After taping the c hurch pews apart by 6 feet, our allowed capacity is 
now 160 people per Mass (usually 600).  
 
2) Bring hand sanitizer with you and wear a mask at all times. Children under the age of two should not wear masks.  
Parents should judge for children between the ages of two and five whether they should wear a mask. All people who 
claim an exemption because of health can forego wearing a mask. 
 
3) Bring a printout of the Mass Bible Readings if desired. To avoid possible cross-contamination, we are not permitted 
to provide missals or handouts. You may find the readings easily at:  http://www.usccb.org/bible/ by calendar date, or at      
www.magnificat.com/free.  You can also access these on your smartphone, but please shut that ringer off for Mass! :) 
 
4) Enter the church through the front center door facing the Town Hall, or the elevator if handicapped. Only these 
entrances will be accessible. If using the elevator, PLEASE hand sanitize before touching the glass entry door handles 
and elevator push buttons. 
  
5) Sanitize your hands immediately upon entering the church. We have a limited supply of sanitizer for anyone who 
forgets to bring some, but please try to bring your own. 
  
6) Sign in with the door volunteers at the Mass for which you preregistered. 
 
7) Upon entering the church proper, keep your mask on at all times and follow 6 foot social distancing - except for 
families who may sit together as a group. Every other pew is taped off, and blue tape in each pew center marks out a 6 
foot area between opposite ends of the same pew. 
 
8) Please refrain from singing – spoken responses only. 
 
9) For Holy Communion, follow the blue arrows which are spaced 6 feet apart. Receive with your mask on, in the hands 
only. Then step away from the Communion table. Once 6 feet from the priest or minister, remove your mask, place the 
Host in your mouth, and then immediately put your mask back in place. 
 
10) If using the bathrooms in the Parish Center, follow the arrows to use one stairwell to go down and the other to come 
back up. This avoids people passing each other closely on the stairs. 
 
11) Participants at Mass are asked to leave the church within a couple of minutes of the end of the Mass so as to allow 
time for cleaning the church before the next Mass. No social gatherings are permitted after Mass. 
 
12) Please remove any papers or trash from your pew when you exit, and place it in the receptacles provided at the 
church entrances. Please do not leave anything in the pew where a cleaner would have to touch it! 
 
13) Shared collection baskets are not permitted, so no collection can be taken up at Mass. Please continue to make your 
weekly offertory support via Automatic Giving, WeShare, or by mailing in or dropping off your envelope via the rectory 
mail-slot. Thank you! 
 
This is a long list and hardly ideal.  But we will do what we must to comply and open again.   
 
A good video to help you visualize reopening procedures is here:  https://vimeo.com/421142581  

http://www.usccb.org/bible/
http://www.magnificat.com/free
https://vimeo.com/421142581
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BE A YEAR OF THE EUCHARIST MISSIONARY:  What is a Year of the Eucharist Missionary?  A person who 
believes in the True Presence of the Body, Blood, Soul, and Divinity of Jesus Christ in the Eucharist and will dedicate 
themselves to pray, participate in, and promote the Year of the Eucharist. 
  

Who can be a Missionary?  We welcome anyone within and outside of the Archdiocese of Boston to join us as 
Missionaries, deepening your own love of the Eucharist, and praying for this Eucharistic Year to bear fruit in the 
whole Church. St. Mary’s Year of the Eucharist Coordinators are Fran Crespi and Jim Merski.  Please contact Fran Crespi 
(st.marysdre1870@gmail.com) or Jim Merski (mjmerski@gmail.com) to become a Year of the Eucharist volunteer. 
 

What does a Year of the Eucharist Missionary do?  We call it the Three P’s — Pray, Participate, Promote. 
 

1. PRAYER – Commit to praying an additional 1% each day.  That’s 15 minutes.  This can be done at home, in 
front of the Blessed Sacrament, by going to Mass, or reading Scripture, etc.  Families and/or youth under 12 promise to 
say at least 3 prayers a day, such as the morning offering, grace before meals, and a bedtime prayer. 
 

2. PARTICIPATION – Commit to helping with and attending Year of the Eucharist events at your parish, school, shrine, 
campus ministry, and ecclesial community.  Consider ways to help homebound missionaries participate, such as picking 
them up to attend an event and/or have them assist with an administrative task. 
 

3. PROMOTION – Commit to witnessing to the power of the Eucharist in your life. You can do this a few different ways: 
give a witness talk at the end of Mass, on a video, or at a faith formation gathering; write something for the bulletin; make 
a picture to hang up at home, at church, or at school; spread the word about the Year of the Eucharist events at your parish 
and in the Archdiocese.  To participate, please go to the Year of the Eucharist website at: 
https://www.bostoncatholic.org/yearoftheeucharist/missionaries to register and become a Year of the Eucharist 
Missionary and we will send you a Year of the Eucharist pin and prayer card!  Once you register, you will be sent a 
link to the recorded virtual commissioning ceremony which took place with Cardinal Sean on Thursday, June 11. 
 

YEAR OF THE EUCHARIST:  As part of the Year of the Eucharist, the Archdiocese is presenting various on line 
opportunities to hear speakers talk about Eucharist and its meaning in our lives.  This coming Monday, December 7, at  
7 PM, Deacon Harold Burke-Sivers will present ‘Living a Eucharistic Faith’ via Zoom.  You can register for this 
presentation at Tine - Speakers (tinecatholic.com).  On December 10, also at 7 PM, our Regional Bishop, Most Rev. 
Robert Reed will share what inspires him about the Eucharist, discuss how we can lead others to Jesus, and his challenge 
for us going forward.  Registration for that event can be found at Meeting Registration - Zoom.  For those interested in 
hearing a Regional Leader’s perspective but who cannot make the meeting on December 10, Very Rev. Connors (South 
Region) will be speaking on December 14 at 7 PM.  If you would like to see other resources available during the Year of 
the Eucharist, go to https://www.bostoncatholic.org/yearoftheeucharist for speakers, programs and educational materials. 

https://www.bostoncatholic.org/yearoftheeucharist
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THE PARISH CENTER IS CLOSED UNTIL 
FURTHER NOTICE DUE TO THE PANDEMIC.  
 
VIRTUAL CLOW: The Children's Liturgy of the 
Word is offering prerecorded weekly lessons online until 
we can meet again in person.  These are engaging and 
enriching lessons for parents and children to participate in 
together.  Click on the following link and then once on 
the web page, click on prerecorded lessons.  Pat Campo-
LeBlanc/Coordinator.  https://stmarysholliston.com/st-
marys-childrens-liturgy-of-the-word/    
 

 
IMPORTANT COVID NOTICE: Please note that if the 
Town of Holliston is classified in the RED ZONE due to 
COVID-19, then in-person classes will not be in session.  
This is in line with the Archdiocesan Guidelines and do 
not reflect what the public school guidelines are for 
health and safety during the pandemic.   
 
GRADE K–7 NOTICE: Families must check their 
child’s grade level LINKS for updated sessions weekly as 
sessions for each grade are in constant development. 
Since families have expressed difficulty keeping up with 
the lessons, it is important to know that your children can 
self-pace the lessons according to your schedule so that 
there is no stress in completing the sessions as long as all 
the sessions have been completed by June 30, 2021.    
    

        DAY         GRADE         MODEL 
Sun. Dec. 06 GR-10 at 2:30 and 

4:30 PM 
Remote - Zoom 

Mon., Dec. 07 GR-8 at 6:00 PM Remote - Zoom 
Tues., Dec. 08 GR-9 at 6:30 PM Remote - Zoom 
Wed., Dec. 09 GR-8 at 6:00 PM Remote - Zoom 
Thur., Dec. 10 GR-9 at 6:30 PM Remote - Zoom 
Sun., Dec. 13 GR-9 at 4:30 PM Remote - Zoom 

    
CONFIRMATION I – GRADE 9: Tuesday, December 
8 and Thursday, December 10, from 6:30 to 8:30 PM via 
Zoom.  Virtual Zoom session are also on Sunday, 
December 13 for Grade 9 from 4:30 – 6:00 PM.  Jake will 
inform families when In-person classes will resume.  

 

 
THE HOLLISTON FOOD PANTRY NEEDS HELP: 
Due to the pandemic the Food Shelf in Holliston is 
experiencing a shortage of non-perishable items that 
families need.  If you are able, please donate directly the 
following food items that have not been opened or have 
not gone beyond their expiration date: brownie mix, 
chunky peanut butter, Clorox Wipes (or any brand), paper 
towels, pasta sauce, tuna fish - 5 oz. cans, Campbell 
Chunky Soups, Progresso Soups, canned fruit. Items may 
be placed in the black bin located at the Holliston Food 
Pantry.                    
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
     
 
 
 
. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
WINGS (Women in God’s Spirit): WINGS has a 
Facebook page and would love to have folks (not just 
members) access it and respond to posts.   
 https://www.facebook.com/WingsHolliston/ 
 

IMPORTANT CORI AND PGC INFORMATION ~ 
 
FY2021 CORI VOLUNTEER RENEWAL ALERT:   
Ministry Leaders must make sure that all their active 
volunteers (18 years and older) renew and complete a 
FY 2021 CORI.  If you are planning to volunteer in any 
ministry, you must complete a 2021 CORI form. You 
can scan in your license and completed 2021 CORI form 
and send it back to: st.marysre1870@gmail.com. Please 
call the R.E. Office if you need a 2021 CORI Form. 
 
NOTICE:  Due to the current restrictions and health 
concerns presented by the pandemic, the office of Risk 
Management at the Archdiocese has  made the 
following temporary adjustments to their adult child 
protection training requirements   All employees and all 
volunteers who may have contact with children are 
required to complete Protecting God’s Children 
training However due to our current inability to gather 
together for live trainings, volunteers can currently 
meet this requirement through participation in two 
online trainings:  VIRTUS online PGC training and 
Massachusetts online Mandated Reporter training.   
  
To complete the online PGC training, volunteers 
should go to www.virtusonline.org.  
  

 Click on “First time registrant.” 
 On the next page click on “Begin the registration 

process.” 
 Select “Boston” from the drop down list of dioceses 
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Once the registration is complete you will be directed 
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The Family Rosary Mission is an initiative to invite 
families to pray the Rosary together.  On the First 
Sunday of Advent St. Catherine of Siena Parish in 
Norwood began this initiative by inviting one family 
each Sunday at 4:00 PM to come to the church and 
pray the Rosary.  Other families are invited to join 
either through live streaming at their parish website 
or to come to the church. 
 
Why are families being called to this Mission to pray 
the Rosary?  The answer is simple.  Our Blessed 
Mother requested this back in 1917 when she 
appeared to three little shepherd children, ten year 
old Lucia, nine year old Francisco and seven year old 
Jacinta in Fatima, Portugal.  She asked the children 
to pray for peace in our families and the world and to 
offer little daily sacrifices to help people return and 
grow closer to God.  Families can join with the other 
families at St. Catherine’s each Sunday at 4:00 PM 
by going to www.stcatherinenorwood.org 
 

 

THE 
FAMILY 
ROSARY 
MISSION 
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The second purple Advent candle symbolizes PEACE.  

One of the hallmarks of the Christmas story is when the 
angels appear to the shepherds and proclaim, “Peace on 
earth,” in Luke 2:14. 

Jesus brought about peace, in the most unexpected ways, 
when He arrived on earth. The Jews, particularly the 
zealots, wanted a rebellion. They wanted their Savior to 
overturn the oppressive rule of the Romans and bring 
about peace in a violent way.  But Jesus had something 
else in mind. His teachings revealed that He came to 
teach us non-violence and how to love and forgive one 
another when others transgression against us. 

First, Jesus provides the inner peace we need because He 
redeemed us by accepting the Cross and now we have the 
chance to receive salvation through the indwelling of the 
Holy Spirit.  Christ grants us an inner peace and hope for 
our salvation but also to help us through our trials. The 
Grace Jesus restored for humanity is God’s gift to us 
through His Son, Jesus Christ.  We also have the peace of 
mind knowing that God will heal and restore our broken 
world when He comes again (John 14:27).   

Second, we enjoy and have peace with others. We put 
aside our differences (Galatians 3:28), especially with 
other believers, because we belong to the same family, 
the Mystical Body of Christ. We have the same purpose: 
to let others know about the peace of Christ.  For Jesus 
Himself is known in Sacred Scripture as the Prince of 
Peace (Isaiah 9:6).  May the peace of Christ live within 
you now and forever. 
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 Click on “First time registrant.” 
 On the next page click on “Begin the registration 

process.” 
 Select “Boston” from the drop down list of dioceses and 

complete the registration process. 
 
Once the registration is complete you will be directed to 
an online PGC training through VIRTUS.  Upon 
completion of that training, individuals will be directed 
to a link to an additional online training on mandated 
reporting in Massachusetts.  Both online trainings must 
be completed to be in compliance with child protection 
requirements. 
  
The mandated reporter training can be found at: 
http://51a.middlesexcac.org/.  Copies of the mandated 
reported certificates should be sent to Michelle Gee 
at MGee@rcab.org.  It is not necessary to submit a 
copy of the PGC certificate.  Anyone with questions can 
contact Vivian Soper at VSoper@rcab.org or at 617-
746-5995.  While staff are working from home, email 
and phone messages are checked at least hourly during   
normal work hours.   
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