
St. Mary’s Parish 
  

Our Mission: 
“To know Christ and to make Him known.” 

8 Church St., Holliston, MA 01746 
Website: www.stmarysholliston.com 

Email Address: St.marys1870@gmail.com 
Rectory Phone: (508) 429 - 4427 

Religious Education Phone: (508) 429 - 6076 
 

Mass Schedule: 
Monday through Friday 
   9:00 AM 
 

Saturday Vigils 
   5:00 PM 
   7:30 PM 

Sunday 
   7:30 AM 
   9:30 AM    Family Mass 
   (C.L.O.W.  Sept. – May) 
 11:30 AM    Choir Mass  
Holy Days:   Announced 

Adoration Schedule: 
First Fridays, following Mass 
from 9:30 - 10:30 AM. 

Dear Visitors:  Welcome!  We are delighted that 
you chose to worship with us this day.  Please 
introduce yourself to the priest, and if you are 
interested in becoming a member of the parish 
then please register through our website or by 

calling the rectory.  Please also be aware that for 
generations it has been the custom at St. Mary’s 

to kneel together for a silent Hail Mary at the 
end of Mass.  Please join in! 

Confession:  Saturdays from 
Noon to 12:45 PM, or by 
appointment.  

Anointing of the Sick:  Any 
time by appointment.  Please 
call as soon as you are aware 
of a serious illness or 
upcoming surgery. 

Baptism:  The 2nd & 4th 
Sunday of each month.  To 
register for Baptism 
Preparation call 429-4427. 

Marriage:  Please call at 
least 6 months in advance of 
your desired wedding date.  
Congratulations!  

A PRAYER FOR MY PARISH 
Almighty God, my parish family is composed of people like me.  I help make it what it is. 

It will be friendly, if I am.  Its pews will be filled, if I help fill them. 

It will do great work, if I work.  It will make generous gifts to many causes, 
if I am a generous giver. 

It will bring other people into its worship and fellowship, if I invite and bring them. 
It will be a parish family of loyalty and love, of fearlessness and faith, and a parish with a noble 

spirit, if I - who make it what it is - am filled with these same qualities. 
Therefore, with the help of God, I will dedicate myself to the task 

of being all the things that I want my parish to be. 
Bless my journey, Lord God, that I might build the Church through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Amen. 



   FROM THE 
   PASTOR’S DESK 
 
  

Dear Members of the St. Mary’s Parish Family, 
 
It is good to be back home at St. Mary’s after two 
weeks exploring colonial, revolutionary, and civil war 
sites in Virginia and Pennsylvania.  I was very sorry to 
not be with you last weekend as we mourned the 
victims of the terrible Catholic School Shooting in 
Minneapolis.  I worshiped last Sunday with the people 
of St. Bede’s Parish in Williamsburg, Virginia.  But 
please know that I was very much one with you in 
sorrow, in prayer, and in hope.   
 
As I reflect on the life of our own parish, I am filled 
with gratitude for each of you - for your presence at 
Mass, your prayers, your kindness, and the quiet ways 
you make this parish not just a church, but a home.  It 
is a constant privilege to journey with you in faith. 
 
This annual Ministry Weekend invites us all to enter 
more deeply into the heart of the Church by offering 
our time and our gifts in ministry. 
 
Throughout Scripture, we are reminded that God calls 
ordinary people to do extraordinary things - not 
because they are perfect, but because they are willing.  
In Romans 12, St. Paul writes,  
 
“We, though many, are one body in Christ, and 
individually parts of one another.  Since we have gifts 
that differ according to the grace given to us, let us 
use them.” 
 
Each of us has been given gifts - time, talents, and 
resources - not to be kept for ourselves, but to be 
shared for the glory of God and the good of others.  
This is the heart of stewardship: a joyful, courageous 
“yes” to using what we’ve been given to build up His 
Kingdom. 
 
In that same spirit, I humbly ask you to consider how 
the Lord may be calling you to serve.  As you will see 
in the next few bulletin pages, there are many 
opportunities within our parish family where your 
hands, your heart, and your presence are deeply 
needed.  
 
We live in a world that constantly tells us to hold back 
- to protect our time, our energy, our comfort.  But the 
Gospel calls us to go deeper.  To give.  To serve.  To 
love.  Not because we have to, but because we have 
been loved first. 
 

Here in our parish, we see the fruits of stewardship 
every day.  But now we need more hearts to join the 
mission. 
 
- Lectors to proclaim God’s Word with reverence. 
- Extraordinary Ministers of Holy Communion to help 
   share the Bread of Life. 
- Teachers to pass on the faith to our children and 
   youth. 
- Choir members and musicians to lift our hearts in 
   worship. 
- Volunteers for outreach and care - comforting the 
   sick, feeding the hungry, visiting the lonely. 
- Youth and young adult leaders to guide and inspire 
   the next generation of disciples. 
- Altar servers, decorators, and so many more. 
 
No matter your age, schedule, or experience, there is a 
place for you here - a place to grow, to give, and to 
belong.  Serving in ministry is not about doing more, 
but about being more deeply connected to Christ and 
His Church.  It is about allowing God to use your life, 
just as it is, as a vessel of His grace. 
 
If you feel even the smallest stirring in your heart - a 
quiet nudge, a gentle curiosity - I encourage you to 
pray with it.  To listen.  And if you feel moved to step 
forward, please do. 
 
God bless you.  
 
Rev. Mark J. Coiro  
 
 

TEACHERS 
NEEDED ~  
LIFE TEEN 
“PURPOSE”  
 
In anticipation of the new Grade 8 Confirmation age, 
this year’s 7th and 8th Graders are journeying with the 
“Purpose” Confirmation Program.  Introduced at  
St. Mary’s last year, “Purpose” is very interactive, and 
we are in great need of Grade 7 teachers for either a 
Tuesday OR Wednesday night, just twice a month, 
from 7 - 8:30 PM.  We also need Grade 8 teachers for 
either a Monday OR Thursday night, just twice a 
month, from 7 - 8:30 PM.  Please contact 
stmarysre1870@gmail.com to volunteer to help our 
Purpose students. 

mailto:stmarysre1870@gmail.com


 

St. Mary’s Parish Needs YOU! 
2025 Ministry Booklet 

 

Our parish offers many opportunities to grow in God’s Spirit and to serve 
others in our own community and beyond the boundaries of Holliston as 
well.  This booklet offers brief descriptions of ministries here at St. 
Mary’s and ways you can be involved.  Please consider how you can 
contribute your time and talent to the life of our parish community and 
respond as you are able to this call for volunteers.  Thank you for your 
participation in and support of our parish life.  Let us all pray for our 
parish’s continued growth as a community of Jesus’ disciples, called to 
love and serve the Lord and each other. 

 
Music Ministry:  The St. Mary’s Music Ministry serves to magnify God's glory, giving Him praise 
and gifting each other with the experience of God's power and beauty through sacred song.  It is not a 
requirement to be Catholic or a registered member of our Parish in order to join our music groups.  
Whether you are an experienced musician or totally new to music, there is a place for you in the  
St. Mary’s Music Ministry! 
 

Adult Choir:  St. Mary’s is blessed to have a wonderfully active Adult Choir, a warm and dedicated 
group with a passion for traditional music.  We enrich Sunday liturgy with a variety of choral 
anthems, ranging from Gregorian chant to modern compositions, both a cappella and accompanied, 
aided by the help of professional section leaders.  Come to a Thursday night rehearsal and try it out! 
 

Began:  September 4.  Open to:  All voices age 13 and older. 
Rehearsals:  Thursdays 7:00 - 9:00 PM in the Lower Church. 
Singing:  Sundays at 11:30 AM Mass (warmups 10:45 AM) and additional  
     Holy Days. 
 

Children's Choir:  The Children's Choir is seeking more singers!  Join us as 
we bond with friends through musical games and worshipful songs.  We share 
our music every few Sundays at the 9:30 AM Mass.  Previously, this group has 
rehearsed on Wednesday afternoons.  Please contact Music Director Abbey 
Kelley-Lanser with your rehearsal availability to help solidify our schedule. 
 

Began:  September 3.  Open to:  All voices grades 3 - 6. 
Rehearsals:  Wednesdays 3:30 - 4:20 PM in the Lower Church. 
Singing:  Occasional Sundays at the 9:30 AM Mass (warmups 8:50 AM). 
 

Youth Music Jams - New This Fall:  For our older youth, all interested middle and high schoolers 
grades 7 and up are invited to join open jam sessions for singers and instrumentalists!  Our goal is to 
inspire youth to collaborate on a variety of Christian songs, harmonizing and improvising together 
with voices, guitars, and other brought instruments.  Eventually, we hope to share our music 
periodically at Masses and other Church events.  Consider bringing your talents and creativity to kick 
start the group!  Please reach out to Music Director Abbey Kelley-Lanser with your rehearsal 
availability and ensemble ideas. 
 

Begins:  This Fall.  Open to:  All voices and instrumentalists grades 7 and up. 
Rehearsals and Performances:  TBD (Please reach out to our Music Director). 



 
Art and Environment:  This ministry is responsible for the liturgical decoration of the church, 
including flowers and plants inside the church, and planting and general upkeep of the flowers around 
the church.  The exterior work entails seasonal plantings, clean up and weeding, pruning and dead 
heading.  The interior work entails the care of the green plants in the trough behind the altar and 
seasonal arrangements of plants and flowers.  
 

St. Mary’s Marriage Fellowship:  This is a parish ministry that 
provides opportunities for married couples to connect and grow 
together spiritually.  The ministry meets monthly for fellowship 
and a brief reflection on topics related to marriage, raising 
children, faith formation, and service.  Whether you are newly 
married or have been together for many years, we’d love to meet 
you!  Free onsite childcare will be provided by teen volunteers 
from St. Mary’s Confirmation program for couples who have 
young children.  We hope you can join us!   

 
St. Mary's Newsletter Committee:  A group of volunteers 
meet to share light refreshments and socialize as they help 
to get timely parish information out to all registered 
parishioners by labeling and sealing approximately 2,000 
Newsletters.  The Newsletters are composed according to 
the Liturgical Calendar, and not on a regular monthly 
schedule.  We meet in Fr. Haley Hall, on select Mondays 
after the 9 AM daily mass.  An email is sent out to all 
volunteers a week or two prior to the event.  Your 
participation can be as full as you prefer.  Many hands 
make light work - please consider joining us! 
 
Prayer Shawl Ministry:  Have you ever wanted to give your fellow parishioners a hug?  PSALM 
(Prayer Shawls and Lots More) knits and crochets shawls, wraps, and lap blankets for people who are 
dealing with illness, bereavement, or a change in circumstances.  If you can knit or crochet, or want to 
learn, join us in this tangible sign of support. 
 
Lectors:  At Mass, the lector, or reader, proclaims the Word of God, the Old and New Testament 
readings, and presents the petitions during the Prayers of the Faithful.  Lectors are men, women and 
teens of good faith, eager to serve their community.  While lectors need not be professionally trained 
in public communication, certain basic abilities for public speaking are necessary for the lector to 
proclaim the Word of God in an effective manner to the liturgical assembly.  Lectors participate in 
initial and ongoing skill training and support. 
 
Hospitality/Welcoming Committee:  This committee helps new members of St. Mary’s feel 
welcome in their new parish.  We host a Welcome Gathering, aka Donuts, Juice and Coffee (DJ&C) 
fellowship hour after the 9:30 AM Mass on the first Sunday of the month.  All are welcome and are 
encouraged to introduce themselves to the new families.  New parishioners receive an invitation to an 
upcoming “DJ&C”.  This enjoyable event fosters goodwill and fellowship among St. Mary’s 
parishioners. 
 



 
Middle School  
Youth Group:  Faithful adults are 
needed to help out as trip chaperones 
and at Monthly Youth Group Meetings 
for this huge and thriving ministry.  
Meetings are just once a month, 
anchoring this program of prayer, 
faith, friendship and fun.  Be part of the 
joy!     
 
Adult Volunteer Meeting ~ Middle 
School Youth Group:  Monday, 
September 15 at 7 PM in Father Haley 
Hall.  Any adult parishioner who attends 
Mass weekly at St. Mary’s, and who is living a life in harmony with the moral teachings of the 
Catholic faith, may volunteer to be part of this joyful ministry.  With Monthly Meetings averaging 75 
- 100 teens, and many well attended trips, we need adults to assure safety and to guide our young 
people into faith, friendship, service and fun.  CORI & VIRTUS requirements apply.  Please bring 
your calendar, as we will be having adult signups for all fall semester MSYG activities.     

*** Please RSVP to St.Marys1870@gmail.com if you are able to attend. *** 
 

 

High School Youth Group (TGIF):  After our amazing Mississippi Mission Trip, we now look 
forward to a new year of growing in faith, service and friendship together.  Parents are needed for 
Meetings and Trip help.  We need adults who are good Catholic role models for our teens, and will 
journey with them spiritually this year.  Please contact High School Youth Minister Lisa Dufault at 
st.marystgif1870@gmail.com if you feel called!   
 
Religious Education ~ Faith Formation for Grades 1 - 10:  Our parish Religious Education 
Program assists parents in the formation of their children and teens in the Catholic Faith and 
Traditions.  Through religious instruction and preparation for the Sacraments, a continuous spiral 
approach to faith formation for each grade offers a foundation upon which to build a lifelong 
relationship with Jesus Christ.  Our program depends solely on faith filled volunteer teachers for CGS 
through Grade 10.  Please call 508-429-6076 to discuss the many opportunities to bring the joy of the 
Gospel and the presence of Christ’s love to our young children and youth in our teaching ministry. 
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Assistant Catechist Training for The Catechesis of the Good 
Shepherd:  Training will be held on Saturday, September 20 at 
10:30 AM.  The training is for adults aged 18 and over.  Our 
young CGS Assistants under age 18 will be trained by Sharon 
Febo and Meghan Krenselewski, both CGS Coordinators, at a 
time to be determined.  The Catechesis of the Good Shepherd is a 
Montessori-based curriculum that helps young children and their 
teachers develop a personal relationship with Jesus.  In a sacred 

space, called the Atrium, children work with concrete materials that help them learn about the life and 
teachings of Jesus with particular emphasis on the parables of the Good Shepherd.  CGS will meet on 
Sunday mornings twice a month for 75 minutes.    
 

Parents wanting to know more about CGS are welcome to attend, along with any parishioners.  If you 
are interested in attending, please contact the Religious Education Office at 508-429-6076 or 
st.marysre1870@gmail.com so that we have materials for everyone.  Carol Godfrey, who is a 
professional CGS Trainer, will be our presenter.   
 
Children’s Liturgy of the Word:  CLOW is held during the 9:30 AM Mass on Sunday mornings.     
It offers children from Kindergarten and beyond the opportunity to have their own celebration of the 
Liturgy of the Word.  Children leave the main assembly to hear the readings proclaimed from the 
Catholic Children’s Lectionary.  They are able to participate in a “dialogue homily.”  Materials are 
provided in advance of the celebrations.  Adult Monitors from within the congregation are essential to 
assist the children’s safe movement from the main church to the lower hall.   
 
Altar Servers:  The St. Mary’s Altar 
Servers minister at Sunday and Holy Day 
Masses, as well as at First Communions, 
weddings and other parish liturgical 
celebrations.  Their presence in the 
sanctuary is a reminder that the young are 
an important part of the church, and that 
Catholics of all ages have gifts to offer to 
God and to our community.  Any boy or 
girl in the 4th to 12th grade may become a 
server.  We need about nine new servers 
this year to succeed those who graduated 
last spring and are now starting college.   
 
Eucharistic Ministers:  The Eucharistic Minister is a person of faith called to bring the Body and 
Blood of Christ to his or her fellow Catholic Christians.  Eucharistic Ministers serve at all of our 
weekend Masses and on all Holy Days of Obligation.  Preparation for this ministry includes both 
practical training and ongoing spiritual formation.  
 
Ministry to the Homebound:  One way in which our parish ministers to those who are “homebound” 
is to provide the opportunity for regular pastoral visits and the reception of Holy Communion. 
Pastoral visitors provide support to the homebound person through their presence and careful 
attention, as well as with prayer and communion.  Volunteers are needed for this important ministry. 
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Youth Lectors:  The St. Mary’s Youth Lector program allows youths in 7th grade or higher to 
proclaim the Word of God at Mass and at other liturgical celebrations.  Youth Lectors are most often 
assigned to the Sunday 9:30 AM Family Mass, so that the young may minister to their peers. 
Otherwise, the character of the ministry is very much the same as for adult lectors. 
 
Parish Pastoral Council:  The Parish Pastoral Council is an advisory group that acts as the “voice” 
of the people of St. Mary’s.  Its members assist the pastor by making him aware of the needs, ideas, 
concerns, and dreams of our parishioners - and help develop plans to address them.  The Council 
meets several times a year from 7:00 to 8:30 PM in person or via Zoom.  Please consider nominating 
yourself or someone you know to the Council.  To be sure we represent our parish, we welcome 
adults of all ages, married or single, with or without children, who have a love for St. Mary’s and our 
faith.  
 

Vacation Bible School:  VBS is a weeklong 
celebration of faith.  Through song, prayer, arts and 
crafts, movies, drama and scripture, the children 
grow in their understanding of God’s love.  VBS 
takes place for one week each year in late July, 
Monday through Friday from 9:00 AM to 12:00 
PM.  Exact dates are announced in the spring in the 
Parish Bulletin and Parish Newsletter. 
 
St. Mary’s Mom’s Prayer Group:  There will be 
a MOM’S GROUP every Tuesday, 9:45 - 11 AM 
starting this week, September 10 in Fr. Haley Hall.  
Every week, we will pray together, read reflections 
according to the liturgical season, and share prayer 
intentions.  Children of all ages are welcome and 
there will be a few toys and coloring activities 
available.  Coffee and snacks will be provided.  
Contact Meghan Krenselewski at 978-421-5795 
with any questions.  

 
Respect Life Committee:  This committee promotes an awareness of the value of human life from 
conception to natural death.  Some of the activities that the group sponsors are the parish’s 
participation in the October “Respect Life Walk”, the Rose for Life remembrance, Pennies from 
Heaven Lenten collection for children and the “Baby Shower” as well as the Respect Life resource 
board in the Center Hall lobby.  
 
Ushers:  Do you attend the same Mass time most weekends?  Then please consider being an usher.  
Your collection work literally keeps the lights on!  Annual CORI’s apply.   
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
WINGS:  Women in God's Spirit (WINGS) 
is a Catholic women's faith-enrichment 
group.  We welcome women of all ages and 
backgrounds who seek to grow in their 
relationship with God and deepen their 
faith.  Bonds of friendship are formed 
through our (3) six week seasons (Fall, 
Winter, Spring) which meet on Wednesday 
mornings in Fr. Haley Hall and via Zoom.  
Our meetings include fellowship, prayer, 
thoughtful presentations from inspiring 
speakers and time for Q&A.  Loving 
childcare is available in the room next to the 
hall.  All women are welcome even if not 
registered at St. Mary's or unable to come 

on a regular basis.  To find out more, email stmaryswingssecretary@gmail.com.  We hope you will 
join us to grow in faith and friendship this fall 2025.  
 
St. Mary’s Catholic Women’s Group:  Warm and friendly prayers and companionship are shared 
by a wonderful and intimate group called "St. Mary's Catholic Women's Group".  This is one of the 
other groups for Women, with a different focus than WINGS.  We meet on the second Wednesday of 
the month in March, April, September, October, November and December at 12:00 noon for lunch 
and friendship.  Our activities are nonprofit and we raise funds for various projects and groups. 
Welcome all who'd like to spend time with some wonderful women of God. 
 

Knights of Columbus:   
St. Mary’s Knights of 
Columbus Council #14224 is a 
fraternal organization open to 
Catholic men ages 18 and 
older.   
 

The Knights is a service 
organization whose members commit to pledging 
volunteer hours of service by helping the Church, our 
families, and our local community.   
 

Our core principles are charity, unity, fraternity, and 
patriotism.  We sponsor local charities and youth 
programs and strive to meet parish needs and other 
worthy causes through fundraising and service.   
 

Meetings are held on the third Wednesday of each 
month (Rosary at 7 PM in the Church; Meeting at 7:30 
PM in the Lower Church).  New members are always 
welcome.  To learn more about our Council or join, 
email StMarysHollistonKofC@gmail.com. 
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COR ~ St. Mary’s Faith Enrichment 
Program for Men:  Men of St. Mary’s 
Parish, we encourage you to join Cor this 
Fall for faith enrichment, scripture, 
catechesis, prayer and brotherhood.  
 

Following Cor’s successful inaugural 
season, the Core Team conducted a 
survey of the participants.  Here are some 
key results: 
 

●  89% said they would definitely 
     return in the Fall. 
●  100% said they would  
     recommend Cor to a family member or friend. 

 

Cor’s Fall Session will continue to be a spiritual enrichment and fraternal opportunity for men, 
drawing them into a deeper relationship with Jesus Christ through prayer, faith formation, and 
fraternity.  The Fall Session will have a focus on Scripture and Catechesis, as well as several guest 
speakers.  The Salvific Story of the bible is the planned topic of our first meeting on September 11 in 
Fr. Haley Hall.  The Fall 2025 season begins September 11 and continues on the second and fourth 
Thursdays through December 11.  For more information, or to sign up for the Fall season, email 
StMarysCor@gmail.com.  
 

Lenten Suppers:  Friday evenings during Lent, St. 
Mary’s offers parishioners the opportunity to gather 
together in faith for community prayer, a meal and 
reflection as a way of observing this holy season.  
We need volunteers to help with these wonderful 
weekly suppers as they are getting larger with each 
coming season of Lent.  When you sign up for this 
ministry, you are added to the “Lenten Supper 
Volunteer” email database.  There is no mandatory 
commitment.  Weekly emails of a “Sign Up 

Genius” list get sent out with slots for drinks/food that make up each Friday night meal.  Examples of 
slots consist of bread/salad, soup, pizza, side dishes, main courses and a dessert (for the kids to eat 
while the reflection is being lead).  Volunteers sign up sometimes just once during the season and 
some commit to a sign up for multiple or all six weeks.  Thank you for considering helping our 
ministry!  If you would like to learn more or be added to the volunteer base please email Natalie at 
st.maryslentensuppers.com.                
 
 

“Nobody can do everything, but 
everyone can do something.” 
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TWENTY-THIRD SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME                                                   SEPTEMBER 7, 2025 

 
 

PARISH STAFF: 
 

Rev. Mark J. Coiro, Pastor 

The Xaverian Fathers, Weekend Assistance 

Deacon John D. Barry, Permanent Deacon 

Deacon Ronald A. Dowding, Permanent Deacon 

Deacon Martin Breinlinger, Senior Deacon 

Mrs. Fran Crespi, D.R.E., Grades K-7 

Mrs. Lisa Dufault, High School Youth Minister 

Ms. Abigail Kelley-Lanser, Organist, Director of Music 

Mrs. Mary Beth Harris, Parish Secretary 

Mrs. Jennifer Burgett, Religious Education Secretary 

Ms. Mary Sanning, Business Manager 

Mrs. Najat Whalen, Sacristan 

Mr. Billy Hanson, Parish Facilities  
R & R Landscaping, Cemetery Care 

 

PARISH OFFERTORY LAST WEEKEND: 
 

Automatic Giving: $    4,858.00 

WeShare:                        $    5,643.13 

Offertory Envelopes:   $    4,906.00        

Total Offertory:                          $  15,407.13 
 

Thank you for making up any missed weekly parish 

support.  The financial health of your parish depends on 

it.  Please consider switching to WeShare or Automatic 

Giving.  See: https://stmarysholliston.com/how-to-give/. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

MASS INTENTIONS: 
 

 

Saturday September 6 

 5:00 Anthony and Lena Mirabile 

 7:30 People of St. Mary’s  

Sunday September 7 

  7:30 Kevin Muzzy 

 9:30 Tim O’Connell 

 11:30           Joan Powers, 9th Anv.  

Monday  September 8 

 9:00 Rev. Eugene K. Kirke 

Tuesday September 9 

 9:00    Holy Souls 

Wednesday September 10 

 9:00    Rev. Corey Bassett-Tirrell 

Thursday  September 11 

 9:00  Michael Edward McHugh and all 

  9/11 Victims 

Friday          September 12 

  9:00 Franco DiCenso 

Saturday September 13 

 5:00 Francis X. Costello 

 7:30 Deceased Members of the Lovett Family 

Sunday September 14 

  7:30 Gratian Lewis 

 9:30 Gary Sencio 

 11:30           People of St. Mary’s 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Next Sunday, September 14! 
 

ST. MARY’S MARRIAGE FELLOWSHIP KICKOFF BBQ!   
St. Mary’s Marriage Fellowship is a parish ministry that provides  

opportunities for married couples to support and encourage each other  

as we grow spiritually and live in accordance with God’s plan for  

marriage.  We’d love to meet you!  Please join us for a potluck-style  

cookout next Sunday, September 14 from 4 - 7 PM.  Children are  

welcome to attend.  The cookout will be held off-grounds at the home  

of Michelle and Jay Skeldon.  Appetizers, sides, and desserts would  

be appreciated if you’re able to contribute.  Please RSVP by  

emailing: stmarysmarriagefellowship@gmail.com. 

 

T.G.I.F. (Teens Gather In Faith), KICKOFF MEETING!  Sunday, September 14 from 7:00 - 

8:45 PM.  Open to ALL youth in Grades 9 - 12.  Watch your snail mail and email for an invitation 

and all details this week.  Contact: Lisa Dufault st.marystgif1870@gmail.com.   

There will be Sign Ups for making lunches for the homeless, and a fun spooky night at New 

England’s Largest Haunted Hayride.  Join us for a new year of faith, friendship, service, and fun. 
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TWENTY-THIRD SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME                                                   SEPTEMBER 7, 2025 

 

 

TODAY’S WORD 
 

First Reading:  Wisdom 9:13‑18 B 

Theme:  Human limitation and reliance on divine 

wisdom.  “Who can know God’s counsel?”  

 

Reflection Questions: 

In what areas of your life do you tend to rely on your 

own understanding rather than seeking God’s wisdom? 

“Teach us to number our days aright” (Psalm 90).  How 

does recognizing life’s fragility help shape your 

priorities?  
 

Responsorial Psalm:  Psalm 90 

Theme:  God’s eternal presence and our fleeting 

existence. 

 

Reflection Questions: 

What does it mean for you to have God as your “refuge 

in every age”?  

How can you welcome God’s kindness “at daybreak” in 

your daily routines? 
 

Second Reading:  Philemon 9‑10, 12‑17 

Theme:  Reconciliation, conversion, and Christian 

brotherhood. 

 

Reflection Questions: 

Paul encourages Philemon to welcome Onesimus as “no 

longer as a slave but more than a slave, a brother.”  Who 

in your life do you need to view and treat as “brother or 

sister in Christ”?  

What does it mean for us today to transform “status-

based” relationships into relationships rooted in 

Christian love? 
 

Gospel:  Luke 14:25‑33 

Theme:  The cost of discipleship - total commitment. 

 

Reflection Questions: 

Jesus urges us to put Him first, carry our cross, and 

renounce possessions.  What are you holding onto - 

even unconsciously - that might keep you from 

following Him wholeheartedly?    

 

Reflect on the metaphors of building a tower or 

preparing for battle.  What “costs” have you calculated - 

or avoided - before making important decisions in your 

spiritual life? 

 

In times of suffering or inconvenience, how do you 

experience carrying your cross - and what helps you 

stay faithful through it? 

 

 

D J & C TODAY! 
 

DONUTS, JUICE & 

COFFEE / ST. MARY’S 

MINISTRY FAIR TODAY, 

SEPTEMBER 7:  Find out 

about opportunities to serve 

and participate in the life of 

our parish.  There will be 

speakers at all the Masses and 

a chance to meet people 

involved in the various ministries after the Sunday  

9:30 AM Mass today.  You can sign up to be part of a 

ministry, too.  Refreshments (DJ&C) will be available!  

Let’s celebrate our call as individuals and as a parish 

community to discipleship and service. 

 

TIMMY CAKES 

TODAY 
 

TIMMY CAKE 

FUNDRAISER:  

Representatives of 

The Timothy 

O'Connell 

Foundation will be 

selling Tim's 

favorite chocolate 

cake after each 

Mass this weekend.  

The donation is $70.  

All proceeds from 

the sales of these 

cakes will go to the 

Foundation's 

charitable mission, 

including its 

Scholarship Fund.  

The Timothy 

O’Connell 

Foundation is a 501(c) (3) not-for-profit organization, 

established in honor and loving memory of Timothy 

O'Connell, a St. Mary's parishioner.  Since its inception 

in 2008, the Foundation has distributed over 

$1,000,000 in gifts to worthy cancer-related causes and 

has awarded more than $147,000 in scholarships to 

Holliston students pursuing health-related fields of 

study.  Learn more about the Foundation and its 

mission at www.timsteam.org.  Email 

joanneoconnell@comcast.net with any questions.  

Thank you. 
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THIS WEEK! 
 
ST. MARY’S MOM’S PRAYER GROUP:  Join us 
this Tuesday, September 9, from 9:45 - 11:00 AM, in 
Fr. Haley Hall as we pray together, read reflections 
according to the liturgical season, and share prayer 
intentions.  During the school year, children of all  
ages are welcome and there are toys and coloring 
activities available.  For more information, please 
contact Meghan Krenselewski at 978-421-5795. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

SMCWG:  St. Mary’s Catholic Women’s Group will be 
having their potluck lunch this Wednesday, September 
10 at noon in the Parish Library.  We always welcome 
new members.  We meet September - December and 
March - June, on the second Wednesday of the month at 
noon in the library.  Please join us! 
 
COR ~ ST. MARY’S FAITH ENRICHMENT 
PROGRAM FOR MEN:  Our next meeting will be 
this Thursday, September 11 at 7 PM in Fr. Haley Hall, 
and we will begin our journey through the Old 
Testament by discussing the fall of man, and the story 
of Noah, Abraham, Isaac, Jacob and Joseph.  All men of 
St. Mary’s Parish age 18 and older are welcome to join 
us for faith enrichment, scripture, catechesis, prayer and 
brotherhood.  For more information, contact 
StMarysCor@gmail.com. 
 
Cor will meet on the 2nd and 4th Thursdays up to 
December 11 (except there will be no meeting on 
November 27).  Our mission is to join together Catholic 
men to help and support each other as they seek to 
deepen their relationships with God, and to discern 
God’s will for them.  Through scripture, catechesis, 
prayer and small group discussions, we invite God to 
enter into our hearts.  In this Fall Session, we will focus 
on the Old Testament so that we can better understand 
God’s salvific plan for mankind brought about by His 
boundless love for us, and the part we play in His story.   
 

 
 

THIS MONTH! 
 
CELEBRATE HOLLISTON - 
WE NEED YOUR HELP!  
Volunteer at the St. Mary's Booth 
at Celebrate Holliston on 
Saturday, September 20!  We are 
looking for people to staff one 

hour time slots at the St. Mary's booth at Celebrate 
Holliston on Saturday, September 20.  The event will 
be held from 10 AM - 3 PM at Damigella Field at 
Placentino School on Woodland Street.  The rain date 
is Saturday, September 27.  This is a fun opportunity to 
share what you love about St. Mary's with the 
Holliston community.  Sign up here or email 
sarahk9484@gmail.com with any questions: 
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C0C45ACAD29
A6FDC61-58155729-stmarys. 
 
MUSIC MINISTRY STARTS THIS MONTH!   
Fall of 2025 is full of music opportunities for  
you!  Read about our programs on page 3 of today’s 
bulletin.  For more information or to sign up, contact 
our Music Director, Abbey Kelley-Lanser, at 508-492-
6076 ext. 224, or musicatstmarysholliston@gmail.com.  
 

COMING IN OCTOBER 
 
WINGS (Women in God’s Spirit):  Our 2025 Fall 
Season “Spiritualities of the Catholic Church” will 
begin in early October.  We will examine the charisms 
or gifts of Catholic orders that inspired their founders 
to gather others to spread the word of God 
(Augustinians, Dominicans, Benedictines, etc.) and 
how these gifts apply to our lives today.  We meet for 
six Wednesdays from 9:45 to 11:15 AM in Father 
Haley Hall.  We hope you will join us either in person 
or over Zoom.  Our meetings include prayer, an 
inspiring speaker presentation on a relevant topic of the 
Catholic faith and large or small group sharing with 
WOMEN OF ALL AGES.  Babysitting will be 
provided for those attending in person.  WINGS asks 
for dues of $50 per year, or $20 per season (Fall, 
Winter, Spring) to defray speaker fees; however, 
everyone is welcome regardless of ability to pay.  For 
additional information about the WINGS ministry, 
please call Jen Schiller at 617-852-9632 or Diane 
Collins at 508-259-7795 or visit our webpage 
https://stmarysholliston.com/women-in-gods-spirit-w-
i-n-g-s/.  To register for WINGS, email 
stmaryswingssecretary@gmail.com. 
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COMING IN OCTOBER 

 
MIDDLE 
SCHOOL 
YOUTH 
GROUP:   
Our MSYG 
Fall Kick 
Off and Ice 
Cream 

Social is Sunday, October 5 from 
6:30 - 8 PM.  All teens in Grades 
6, 7, and 8 are invited for a new 
year of faith, friendship, service and fun.  There will be 
sign-ups for the October 24 trip to Barrett’s Haunted 
Mansion.  Have faith, not fear, and save the date! 
 
HOPE FOR LIFE CONFERENCE:  The Hope for 
Life Conference will be held on Saturday, October 4 at 
the Track at New Balance in Brighton from 8 AM -  
4 PM.  All are invited to this special event featuring The 
Chosen's Jonathan Roumie, Mother Olga of the Sacred 
Heart, Mass by Archbishop Henning, music by the Vigil 
Project, and much more.  The event is a collaboration of 
the Archdiocesan Pro-Life Office, the Daughters of 
Mary of Nazareth, and the Men of Divine Mercy Prayer 
Group.  Please join us in honoring the sanctity and 
beauty of life.  For more information and tickets, visit 
hopeforlifeboston.com. 
 
ANNUAL WEDDING ANNIVERSARY MASS:   
All couples celebrating their 10th, 25th, or 50th wedding 
anniversaries or another special milestone are invited to 
a celebratory Mass on Sunday, October 26 at 3:00 PM 
at the Cathedral of the Holy Cross, Boston.  Couples 
will renew their marriage commitment and receive a 
special blessing.  Family and friends are invited to 
attend. To register, visit 
https://bit.ly/WeddingAnniversaryMass2025.  For more 
information, please contact Emily at 617-746-5756. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
FOR OUR STUDENTS 

 
Our young children and 
youth need you!  
Consider tithing your 
time as a Group Leader 
for our Grade 7/8, or 
9/10 Confirmation 
Program, a Teacher for 
one of our Grade 1 - 6 
Classes, or a class session Monitor for 2025-2026.  See 
the teacher info. below.  Sign up online now to teach 
at: https://stmarysholliston.com/all-parish-forms-2/.   
 
TEACHER/COORD. TRAINING MEETINGS: 

• GR-2, Sun., Sept. 14 at 10:45 AM 
• GR-2, Mon., Sept. 15 at 7:00 PM 
• CGS, Sat., Sept. 20 at 10:30 AM 
• GR-3 & 4, Tues., Sept. 16 at 7:30 PM, RM 3-4 
• GR-5 & 6, Wed., Sept. 17 at 7:30 PM, RM 3-4 
• GR-1, Thur., Sept. 18 at 7:30 PM, RM 3-4 

  
OPPORTUNITIES FOR VOLUNTEERS ARE 

AVAILABLE IN THE CHART BELOW: 
 

GRADE            SESSION  
    DAY AND TIME 

TEACHER    
    NEEDS 

MONITOR 
    NEEDS 

         SUNDAY   
CGS 8:00 to 9:15 AM 2  Assistants 1 
GR-1 8:10 to 9:20 AM 3  Teachers 1 
GR-2 8:10 to 9:20 AM 2  Teachers 1 
GR-2 10:45 AM to Noon 2  Teachers 1 
GR-3 7:55 to 9:20 AM 2  Teachers            1 
GR-3 10:45AM to 12:15 PM 3  Teachers 1 
GR-4 10:45AM to 12:15 PM 3  Teachers 1 
GR-5 10:45AM to 12:15 PM 3  Teachers             1 
GR-6 4:00 to 5:30 PM 2  Teachers             1 
        MONDAY   
GR-8* 7:00 to 8:30 PM 1  Teacher                  1 
        TUESDAY   
GR-3 4:00 to 5:30 PM 3  Teachers    Filled 
GR-4 4:00 to 5:30 PM 3  Teachers    Filled 
GR-5 4:00 to 5:30 PM 2  Teachers     Filled 
GR-6 4:00 to 5:30 PM 2 Teachers     Filled 
GR-7* 7:00 to 8:30 PM 2  Teachers         1 
GR-9/10* 7:00 to 8:30 PM 2  Teachers        1 
    WEDNESDAY   
GR-2 4:15 to 5:30 PM 2  Teachers     Filled 
GR-4 4:00 to 5:30 PM 2  Teachers    Filled 
GR-7* 7:00 to 8:30 PM 1  Teacher    Filled 
GR-9/10* 7:00 to 8:30 PM 2  Teachers    Filled 
      THURSDAY   
GR-8* 7:00 to 8:30 PM 4  Teachers 1 

 
Note:  * Grades 7/8 meet on the same week and 
Grades 9/10 meet on the opposite week from them. 
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FOR OUR STUDENTS 
 

FALL 2025 CONFIRMATION DATE:  Our 
Confirmation date for this coming fall is Saturday, 
September 27, 2025 and will be celebrated by Bishop 
Reed.  Once the Confirmation students have passed 
their End of Year Review, turned in a Sponsor Form 
and any outstanding work, and completed five service 
events, they will be able to select a specific 
Confirmation Celebration in September - either at 10:30 
AM or at 12:45 PM.  Come Holy Spirit.    
 
NOTICE OF DATE CHANGE FOR ASSISTANT 
CATECHIST TRAINING FOR THE CATECHESIS 
OF THE GOOD SHEPHERD:  Training will take 
place on Saturday, September 20 at 10:30 AM and 
end at 2:20 PM.  The training is for adults age 18 
and older.  Our CGS Assistants under age 18 will be 
trained by Sharon Febo and Meghan Krenselewski, both 
CGS Coordinators, at a time to be determined.  Parents 
of children registered for CGS are encouraged to attend 
this meeting along with any parishioners wanting to 
know more about CGS.  If you are interested in 
attending, please contact the Religious Education 
Office at 508-429-6076 or st.marysre1870@gmail.com 
so that we have materials for everyone.  Carol Godfrey, 
who is a professional CGS Trainer, will be our 
presenter.  
 
GRADE 2 MINI-CHURCH TOURS:  Our Grade 2 
children begin the year with a church tour.  Children are 
to be in the church by 1:45 PM on Sunday, September 
21 for the 2:00 PM tour or on Monday, September 22 by 
4:15 PM for the 4:30 PM tour.  Parents are welcome to 
attend.  The tour is 45 minutes and ends at 5:15 PM. 
 
GRADE 2 PARENT MEETINGS:  On Sunday, 
September 28, there will be a parent meeting after the 
9:30 AM Mass at 10:45 AM or Monday, September 29 
at 7:00 PM in Fr. Haley Hall.  This is an important 
meeting with a new Sacramental curriculum. 
 
GRADE 4 AND 5 TOUR OF THE CHURCH:  On 
Sunday, September 28 or Monday, September 29 at 4:30 
PM in the church.  Parents can choose the day best for 
their schedule.  There will be a sign-up for new Altar 
Servers and an opportunity to join the Children and 
Youth Choirs with Abbey, our Music Minister. 
 
LAPSED YEARS OF FAITH FORMATION FOR 
CHILDREN AND YOUTH:  If your child has missed 
several years of Religious Education, it is never too late 
to prepare them for a lifelong relationship with God.   
 

 
Our Catholic faith, founded by Jesus Christ, provides a  
good solid moral foundation based on the Gospel of 
Jesus Christ.  Contact our Religious Education Office 
and inquire how we can assist your family. 
 
MINISTRY FAIR TODAY:  Please take the time to 
stop at our Ministry Fair this morning and view the 
many ministry offerings available to build up the 
community of Faith at St. Mary’s Parish. 
 

FOR THOSE IN NEED 
 
PANTRY SHELF BACK TO SCHOOL HELP:  
Food items needed at the Pantry: Progresso Soup, 
Campbell’s Chunky Soup, Campbell’s Tomato Soup, 
Campbell’s Cream of Chicken Soup, Campbell’s 
Cream of Mushroom Soup, canned fruit cocktail, 
canned peaches, tuna fish, pasta sauce, pasta (various), 
snacks and juice boxes.  Donations may be dropped off 
in the tan bin by the main parking lot entrance here at 
St. Mary’s, or to the bins outside the Pantry Shelf itself 
at 73 Charles Street.  
 
THE ROSE FOR LIFE:  The rose is sponsored this 
week by the Carver Family.  Please join them in prayer 
for an unborn child.  Sponsor a rose by emailing 
st.marys1870@gmail.com.   
 
SUPPORT CATHOLIC CHARITIES IN 
MILFORD:  CCM is dedicated to serving individuals 
and families in need, offering essential services such as 
food assistance, housing support, and emergency aid.   

They are in immediate need of: Formula - powdered or 
liquid, cereal and shelf stable milk to replace school 
breakfasts, canned goods with pop tops and peanut 
butter and jelly.  At this time of year there is a 
special need for backpacks and school supplies for 
all ages.  Donations and gift cards (e.g., grocery, Visa 
or Ace Hardware) can be dropped off at their office at 
200 Main St. in Milford.  Monetary donations may be 
mailed to the same address. 
 

“In losing all, the soul has risen 
To the pinnacle of the measureless; 

Because it has renounced all 
That is not divine, 

It now holds in its grasp 
The unimaginable Good 

In all its abundance, 
A loss and a gain impossible to describe.” 

 

- Blessed Jacopone of Todi 
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