
 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

As the United States of America commemorates the 250th Anniversary  

of the signing of the Declaration of Independence,  
 

the U.S. Bishops will consecrate the United States  

to the Sacred Heart of Jesus on June 11, 2026. 
 

Through this act of consecration, the bishops seek to renew devotion to the Sacred Heart of Jesus 

and to recognize the Kingship of Christ, perfecting the temporal order  

with the spirit of the Gospel. 
 

All parishes are invited to be part of this act of consecration, and to promote devotion to the Most 

Sacred Heart of Jesus throughout June – the Month of His Sacred Heart. 

 

Devotion to the Sacred Heart highlights the deep love and mercy of Jesus for all humanity and is 

not limited to specific devotions or practices.  It is a call to embrace His love, mercy, and 

compassion in all aspects of our life.  It invites believers to encounter and respond to His love with 

devotion, gratitude, and a desire to share His love with others.  Through this devotion, we seek to 

deepen our personal relationship with Jesus, embrace His love, and strive to live in accordance 

with His teachings and example.  May our actions and attitudes be guided by the example of Jesus' 

Sacred Heart, seeking to love as He loves, and serve as He serves.  Learn more at:  
  

https://www.usccb.org/consecration-united-states-sacred-heart-jesus.  
 

 

https://www.usccb.org/consecration-united-states-sacred-heart-jesus
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MASS INTENTIONS 
 

 

Saturday May 30 
 5:00 Marion Kampersal 
 7:30 Antoinetta Calabrese 
Sunday May 31 
  7:30 Gene Arthur Howland 
   9:30 People of St. Mary’s 
 11:30 Jarrod Hanna, Month’s Mind  
Monday  June 1 
 9:00 Gregory Phelan 
 

Tuesday June 2 - All Parish Buildings Closed 
   9:00 No Mass (no electricity) 
 

Wednesday June 3 
 9:00 Catherine “Tunny” MacNeil 
Thursday June 4 
 9:00 Mary Felmer Johnson 
Friday           June 5 
  9:00 Fr. Salman and the People of our Sister          
  Parish, Our Lady of Fatima, Beit Sahour 
Saturday June 6 
 5:00 People of St. Mary’s 
 7:30 Departed Members of the D’Agostino 

and Kadlec Families 
Sunday June 7 
  7:30 Judy Cruz 
   9:30 Gary Sencio 
 11:30 William, Marie and Paul Meehan  
 

ALL BUILDINGS CLOSED 
TUESDAY DUE TO NO 
ELECTRICITY.  NO 
ACTIVITIES. 



   FROM THE 
   PASTOR’S DESK 
   

Dear Members of the St. Mary’s Parish Family, 
 
Today, we celebrate the Solemnity of the Most 
Holy Trinity, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.  The 
mystery of the Trinity can never be fully grasped.  
But the scriptures reveal the most important aspect 
of this mystery - that our God is fundamentally 
about relationship, communion, and profound love.  
The Father loves the Son, the Son is Beloved of the 
Father, and the Holy Spirit is the love that flows 
between and from Them both. 
 
In today’s Gospel we encounter one of the most 
comforting truths of our faith. 
 
“For God so loved the world that he gave his only 
Son, so that everyone who believes in him might not 
perish but might have eternal life.”   
 
Our Triune God is not a distant, isolated deity, but a 
dynamic communion of Father, Son, and Holy 
Spirit who constantly invites us into His life of love.  
As St. Paul exhorts us in the second Mass reading, 
we are called to reflect this divine communion in 
our own parish community.  “Mend your ways, 
encourage one another, agree with one another, 
live in peace, and the God of love and peace will be 
with you.” 
 
We saw a beautiful reflection of this community, 
harmony, and divine love this past Friday evening 
at our “Virtue’s Voice: Reflections on Faith and 
Freedom” concert. 
 
I want to extend my heartfelt thanks to our Music 
Ministry, under the stellar direction of Abigail 
Kelley-Lanser, for organizing such an 
extraordinary, uplifting event.   
 
The music and reflections beautifully marked the 
upcoming 250th anniversary of our nation, truly 
celebrating the virtues that uphold the dignity of all 
human life. 
 
Thank you to everyone who attended, volunteered, 
and contributed to making the evening such a 
wonderful success.  It was an inspiring reminder of 
how art and faith can unite us in praise of God. 

As we transition tomorrow from May into June, the 
Church turns her devotion to the Sacred Heart of 
Jesus.  The Sacred Heart is the ultimate visible sign 
of the Trinity's love for humanity.  In Christ’s 
wounded heart, we see the infinite mercy of the 
Father and the burning fire of the Holy Spirit. 
 
This particular June is exceptionally meaningful for 
our country.  On Thursday, June 11, 2026 - the 
Vigil of the Feast of the Sacred Heart - the U.S. 
bishops will solemnly consecrate the United States 
of America to the Sacred Heart of Jesus.  Tied to 
our nation's upcoming 250th anniversary, this 
historic act is a nationwide call for healing, unity, 
and a renewal of faith.  
https://www.usccb.org/consecration-united-states-
sacred-heart-jesus.              
 
To help our parish family participate in this grace-
filled moment, we have two initiatives: 
 
Sacred Heart Yard 
Signs:  Beautiful yard 
signs promoting devotion 
to the Sacred Heart and 
marking this national 
consecration are available 
at all Masses this 
weekend.  If you already have a sign from last June, 
please put it out today.  If not, please take one home 
after Mass to display in your yard as a public 
witness to Christ's love. 
 

Consecration Prayer Cards:  
Next weekend, we will distribute 
official consecration prayer cards.  
This will allow everyone in our 
parish family to actively join 

their hearts with the bishops and participate in the 
National Consecration on June 11. 
 
During this month devoted to the Sacred Heart, I 
encourage you to spend time with the Lord in 
prayer, especially before the Blessed Sacrament, 
entrusting to Him your families, your worries, and 
your hopes.  May His Heart draw us ever more 
deeply into the love of the Father and the 
communion of the Holy Spirit. 
 
In the Joy of the Triune God, 
 
Rev. Mark J. Coiro 

https://www.usccb.org/consecration-united-states-sacred-heart-jesus
https://www.usccb.org/consecration-united-states-sacred-heart-jesus
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UNDERSTANDING THE SACRED HEART: 
OUR JUNE DEVOTION 

 
As the vibrant days of summer begin, the Catholic Church invites us to 
enter into a season of profound grace.  While the secular calendar looks 
forward to vacations and relaxation, our liturgical calendar dedicates the 
entire month of June to one of the most tender and transformative 
devotions in our faith: The Most Sacred Heart of Jesus.  But why do we 
dedicate this specific month to His Heart, where did this devotion come 
from, and what does that powerful, symbol-rich image actually mean for 
our daily lives?  Why June? 
 
The tradition of dedicating June to the Sacred Heart is beautifully tied to 
the liturgical calendar.  The Solemnity of the Most Sacred Heart of Jesus 
is a moveable feast, calculated to fall nineteen days after Pentecost 
(always on a Friday).  Because Pentecost occurs in May or June, this 
great feast almost always lands in the month of June.  In 1873, Pope Pius IX formally approved the devotion for 
the entire month, encouraging the faithful to use these thirty days to repair the indifference of the world with 
concentrated prayer, adoration, and love for Christ’s burning affection. 
 
A Brief History - From a French Cloister to the World:  While Catholic saints have meditated on the love of 
Christ since the crucifixion, the modern devotion as we know it was born in 17th century France.  Between 1673 
and 1675, Jesus appeared several times to a humble Visitation nun, St. Margaret Mary Alacoque, in Paray-le-
Monial.  In these private revelations, Christ showed her His Heart, burning with love for humanity, yet deeply 
wounded by man's ingratitude and coldness.  “Behold this Heart which has so loved men that it has spared 
nothing, even to exhausting and consuming itself, in order to testify its love.” - Jesus to St. Margaret Mary.   
 
With the spiritual guidance of her confessor, St. Claude de la Colombière, St. Margaret Mary spread the 
message.  Jesus made twelve specific promises to those who honor His Sacred Heart - including peace in 
families, consolation in troubles, and the grace of final perseverance.  In 1856, Pope Pius IX extended the Feast 
of the Sacred Heart to the universal Church. 
 
Understanding the Image - Symbol by Symbol:  The image of the Sacred Heart is not a mere medical 
illustration; it is a visual theology of God's boundless mercy.  When we look at the image, we can meditate on 
these five distinct symbols: 
 
The Heart Itself:  Representing Christ’s physical humanity.  It reminds us that God did not love us abstractly; 
He took on a real, beating human heart capable of feeling ultimate love, joy, and sorrow for us. 
 
The Flames:  The Heart is always shown enkindled with fire.  This represents the intensity of Jesus' love - an 
unquenchable, passionate, and purifying furnace that desires to consume our sins and ignite our own hearts. 
 
The Crown of Thorns:  Encircling the Heart is the instrument of His Passion.  It symbolizes the continuous 
pain Christ feels from our sins, our indifference, and our refusal of His love.  It calls us to acts of reparation. 
 
The Wound from the Lance:  A slice or opening in the side of the Heart represents the spear of Saint 
Longinus that pierced Christ on the Cross.  It signifies that His Heart is permanently open to us, pouring out the 
living waters of grace and mercy. 
 
The Cross:  Surmounting the entire image, the Cross is rooted directly inside the flames.  It reminds us that the 
Crucifixion was the ultimate, undeniable proof of His love. 



   
            5/2026 

 

 
 

IT’S TIME TO SPEAK OUT AGAIN IN OPPOSITION TO 

 PHYSICIAN ASSISTED SUICIDE 
 

The Massachusetts Catholic Conference has been following two bills that would legalize 

Physician Assisted Suicide in Massachusetts. House Bill 2505 and Senate Bill 1486, “An Act 

relative to End-of-Life Options.”  At present HB 2505 is in the Joint Committee on Healthcare 

Finance and SB 1486 is in Senate Ways and Means. However, the bills may come to the floor for 

a vote at any time.  

Working together, we can join health care professionals, disability groups, senior citizens, the 

infirmed and countless individuals in saying NO to assisted suicide and to stop the legislation 

from moving forward this session. 

Here are some troubling facts to consider before you contact your elected officials:  

1.)  A DEADLY PRESCRIPTION - The bill would allow a physician to provide a lethal drug 

mixture to an individual diagnosed with less than 6 months to live that, when consumed, would 

cause death.  

NOTE - The diagnosis could be wrong. Countless individuals have outlived that 6-month 

diagnosis and enjoyed many more precious months and years with family and friends.  

2.) NO REAL SAFEGUARDS - A vulnerable individual who is physically disabled, depressed, 

or fears being a “burden” may be subject to undue influence by others to make the choice of 

PAS.  

3.) MISPLACED PRIORITIES -The primary focus of elected officials should be dedicated to 

legislation providing quality health care, mental health care and palliative care to the sick 

and dying – particularly in the underserved, poor and minority communities that suffer the 

most at the time of need.  
 

Your Voice Matters – Please call today! 

Please call or email your elected State Senator and State Representative to voice your opposition.  

They represent you and should know your views on this topic.  You can do this by logging onto 

www.macatholic.org or scan QR code below.  Follow the links to find contact information for 

your individual State Senator and State Representative via address and zip code link. Stay 

informed by signing up to receive alerts. 

For individuals without internet access, please call the Massachusetts Catholic 

Conference at 617-746-5630.  We will provide you the legislative contact information.  

 

http://www.macatholic.org/
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It Happened Memorial 
Day Weekend. 

 
LAST SUNDAY’S PARISH OFFERTORY:    
Automatic Giving: $    2,350.50 
WeShare: $    3,958.04 
Envelopes: $    6,474.00        
Total Offertory:          $  12,782.54  
Weekly Need:           $   15,000.00 
 
Shortfall:           $     2,217.46  
 
Each year, St. Mary’s faces the challenge of a 
holiday / summer offertory drop off when people 
are travelling.  Just as your mortgage, utility bills, 
etc., all still have to be paid when you are on vacation 
or otherwise away from home, so St. Mary’s expenses 
still remain when you are not able to worship at your 
own parish on a given weekend. 
 
That is why making up your “missed” weekly 
offertory support is so very important.  Mass 
envelopes can help you keep track of this. 
 
But an even better option is electronic giving.  This 
allows you to maintain your customary weekly parish 
support even when you are away on vacation.  It also 
protects your parish on long holiday weekends, foul 
weather weekends, sickness, (even pandemic), or 
other challenges during the year.   
 
These online services allow you to maintain your 
support without having to remember to mail or drop 
off envelopes.  Even if you are at Mass in person 
again, these forms of giving mean not having to 
remember to bring checkbooks and/or envelopes with 
you.  
 
Kindly consider switching to WeShare or Automatic 
Giving.  See: https://stmarysholliston.com/how-to-
give/.  

 
 
 
 
 
 

Saturday, June 20 - 
The St. Mary’s Family 

BBQ Is Coming! 
 
St. Mary’s Family Barbecue is Saturday, June 20 from 
6:00 to 8:00 PM in Father Haley Hall!  
 
Join us as Tennessee BBQ fires up the grill for BBQ 
chicken, pulled pork, cheeseburgers, hotdogs, baked 
beans, corn on the cob, and much more. 
 
Bring the kids and experience a fun filled evening of 
good food, friendship and country music!  Come meet 
your neighbors! 
 
Tickets: $7 for kids 12 and under, $10 for adults.  
Tickets go on sale after all Masses next weekend, June 
6 and 7, and June 13 and 14.    
 
Tickets may also be purchased through the Religious 
Education Office (508-429-6076) starting June 8.  
There are no tickets at the door.  
 
RECTORY OFFICE 
SUMMER HOURS:  Please 
note that during the summer 
months of June, July, and August 
the Rectory Office is closed on 
Mondays and Tuesdays.  On 
other weekdays it remains open the usual 9:00 AM to 
3:00 PM hours.  Mass Cards may also be obtained at 
the Religious Education Office off of the Parish 
Center Lobby.  Have a safe and faith filled summer! 
 
THE ROSE FOR LIFE:  The Rose this week is 
sponsored by the Parmese Family.  Please join them in 
prayer for an unborn child.  Please call Mary Beth at 
508-429-4427 to become part of this beautiful 
affirmation of life.  

https://stmarysholliston.com/how-to-give/
https://stmarysholliston.com/how-to-give/
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FOR INSPIRATION 

 
A BEAUTIFUL 
WITNESS OF GOD’S 
POWER OF HEALING!  
Have you ever Witnessed a 
Miracle?  All are invited to 
attend and listen to our 
speaker Mr. Joe McGivney 
on Thursday, June 18 at 7 
PM in Fr. Haley Hall.  Joe 
is a relative of Blessed Fr. 
Michael McGivney, 
founder of the Knights of 
Columbus.  He has a 
thrilling story of 
miraculous healing and of 

God’s infinite power and love.  Come meet a miracle 
and be inspired!  Light refreshments will follow where 
Joe and Nicole will be available for questions and book 
signing.  Please RSVP to Phil Bonasia at 
bonasiapaph@aol.com or by texting Phil at 781-248-
0353.  This event is jointly sponsored by Knights of 
Columbus Councils #14224 and #1611. 
 
 

FOR THOSE IN NEED 
 
HOLLISTON PANTRY SHELF:  Food items needed 
at the Pantry: white vinegar (16 oz), juice boxes (apple, 
orange, fruit punch), canned regular coffee (11 oz), 
canned decaf coffee (11 oz), Chips Ahoy Cookies, Oreo 
Cookies (chocolate or vanilla), Ritz crackers (13.7 oz 
box), saltine crackers (16 oz box) and canned beets (16 
oz).  Donations may be dropped off in the tan bin by the 
main parking lot doors right here at St. Mary’s, or to the 
bins outside 73 Charles Street. 
 
KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS 18th ANNUAL 
CHARITY RAFFLE:  The Knights continue to sell 
tickets for their Annual Charity Raffle.  The proceeds 
from this raffle go to local charities such as the Holliston 
[Senior] Center, O’Connell House, Homes for our 
Troops, and the Doug Flutie Foundation for Autism.  
One ticket is $5 and a book of five for $20.  First prize is 
$1,000.  The raffle drawing will take place at the K of C 
Golf tournament on June 26.  Knights will sell tickets at 
Shaw’s in Ashland on June 6 and 7.  The direct contact 
to purchase raffle tickets is 
stmaryshollistonkofc@gmail.com.     

  
FOR OUR YOUTH 

 
HIGH SCHOOL YOUTH GROUP!  TONIGHT is 
our LAST TGIF Meeting - a FAMILY POTLUCK 

DINNER Sunday, May 31, from 
6:30 - 8:30 PM in Fr. Haley Hall.  
Hope you and your families can 
join us for this wonderful evening 
to celebrate the year, honor our 
seniors, share a meal, and watch 
the slideshow. 
   
Final payment amounts for the 

Mission Trip were emailed Friday, May 22.  Please note 
that your final Mission trip payment is due at tonight’s 
May 31 TGIF Family Potluck. 
 
Thank you to all our TGIF teens, adult 
chaperones and families for an 
incredible year!  Your energy, faith, 
laughter, service, and support made 
this year so special.  From meetings to 
trips, service projects, and mission trip 
preparation, it has been a blessing to 
grow together in faith and community.  Thank you for 
being part of TGIF and for making this ministry such a 
joy.  Have a wonderful summer! 

 
Scan the QR Code to follow 
along on our adventures which 
are filled with Faith, Fellowship 
and Fun.  For more information 
about TGIF High School Youth 
Group, contact Lisa Dufault at 
tgif@stmarysholliston.org. 

 
 
MIDDLE SCHOOL YOUTH 
GROUP:  We look forward to a 
great summer of adventures in 
faith together!  Upcoming MSYG 
Events:  
 
Sunday, June 28 - Monday, June 29, 
Grade 7 and 8 Kennebec Whitewater Rafting Trip, 
Maine.  
 
Friday, July 31 - All Day at Brownstone Quarry, 
Connecticut.  
 
Friday, August 21 - Grade 6 Deerfield River Whitewater 
Rafting, MA. 

mailto:stmaryshollistonkofc@gmail.com
mailto:tgif@stmarysholliston.org
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RELIGIOUS EDUCATION FOR 2026-2027:  Our 
classes for this year will soon be ending and planning for 
next year has started.  Online Registrations for all grade 
levels will be open on July 1.  Be on watch for the 
Registration mailing outlining our class offerings, days, 
and times.  Register and pay by locking in placement 
and your choice of classes before you depart for a restful 
summer and vacation.  NOTE: Since there will be two 
sessions for Catechesis of the Good Shepherd offered in 
the Fall, all current families who register by the 
deadline can be guaranteed to have their choice of the 
session they want for their child. 
 
RELIGIOUS EDUCATION CLASSES:  

         DAY         GRADE GRADE 
Thurs., June 4 GR-2 at 4:30 PM*  
Sat., June 6 First Communion  
Sun., June 7 CGS-A at 8:00 AM  
 GR-4 at 10:45 AM GR-5 at 10:45 AM 
Sun., June 14 CGS-B at 8:00 AM  

 
*FIRST COMMUNION REHEARSAL:  Children 
preparing for First Holy Communion will have a 
rehearsal on Thursday, June 4 from 4:30 - 5:45 PM. 
One parent must remain during the rehearsal.  Come  
directly to Fr. Haley Hall to check in your child. 
 

FIRST HOLY 
COMMUNION:  Next 
Saturday, June 6, twenty-seven 
boys and girls will be receiving 
the Sacrament of the Holy 
Eucharist.  The children will 
also receive their First 
Communion Certificates at the 
Masses that weekend. 
Please continue to pray for the 
children that their hearts and 

minds will be open to receive Jesus each week to nourish 
their souls.  
 
FAITH FORMATION FOR CHILDREN AND 
YOUTH:  If your child has missed several years of 
Religious Education, it is never too late to prepare them 
for a lifelong relationship with God.  Our Catholic faith, 
founded by Jesus Christ, provides a good moral 
foundation based on the Gospel of Jesus Christ.  Please 
contact us if your child needs to be prepared to receive 
the Sacraments of Baptism or First Communion, at  
508-429-6076 or religiouseddre@stmarysholliston.org. 
 

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL REGISTRATION 
NOW OPEN!  JULY 20 - 24, 2026 

  
 
 
 
        
 
 
 
 
 
 
                                    
REGISTRATION:  Last day to register is Monday, 
June 1!  Sign up now using the QR Code or click: 
https://forms.gle/DfxUbFgn41QtqM7V7  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
CALLING ALL PARISHIONERS:  Your trash is 
our treasure!  The VBS team is looking for the 
following items as donations to build our VBS 
Rainforest displays: Brown packing paper (Amazon or 
similar), cereal boxes, artificial plants/branches/ 
flowers/bamboo, extra-large cardboard boxes, paper 
towel tubes, pipe cleaners, large/roll green paper/ 
posterboard, colorful tissue paper, broken handheld 
umbrellas, rainforest-themed stuffed animals.  
Have something else you think we can use?  Email us   
at vbs@stmarysholliston.org.  Bring all donations to 
the bin located in the lobby anytime in May or June.  
Thank you! 
 
CALLING ALL CRAFTERS!  Join us Wednesday, 
June 10 from 6:00 - 8:00 PM in Father Haley Hall to 
help make crafts for the Rainforest VBS props.  Please 
bring a hot glue gun if you have one.  Supplies are 
provided.  NO EXPERIENCE necessary.  Just come 
and join in the fun!  All parishioners welcome; 
younger children must be accompanied by an adult; 
teens may be dropped off to help. 
 
 
 
 
 

WHO: Children entering 
Kindergarten through Grade 6; 
Teens entering Grade 7 and up and 
Adults are needed as VBS 
Volunteers! 
WHEN: 9 AM to 12:00 Noon each 
day. 
COST: $75/child, $200/family 
max.  Tuition assistance available. 

  
 

PROTECTING GOD’S CHILDREN (PGC):  A training will be offered on Wednesday, June 24 from 6:00 - 9:00 PM. 
Take this opportunity now and register for the workshop on-line at the VIRTUS.ORG website. 

 

mailto:religiouseddre@stmarysholliston.org
https://forms.gle/DfxUbFgn41QtqM7V7
mailto:vbs@stmarysholliston.org.%20
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