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Mass Schedule:

Monday through Friday
9:00 AM

Saturday Vigils
5:00 PM
7:30 PM

Sunday
7:30 AM
9:30 AM  Family Mass
(C.L.O.W. Sept. — May)
11:30 AM  Choir Mass

Holy Days: Announced

Adoration Schedule:
First Fridays from 9:30 -

10:30 AM and as announced.
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Our Mission:

“To know Christ and to make Him known.”

8 Church St., Holliston, MA 01746
Website: www.stmarysholliston.com
parish@stmarysholliston.org
Rectory Phone: (508) 429 - 4427
Religious Education Phone: (508) 429 - 6076

Dear Visitors: Welcome! We are delighted that
you chose to worship with us this day. Please
introduce yourself to the priest, and if you are
interested in becoming a member of the parish
then please register through our website or by

calling the rectory. Please also be aware that for

generations it has been the custom at St. Mary’s
to kneel together for a silent Hail Mary at the
end of Mass. Please join in!
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Confession: Saturdays from
Noon to 12:45 PM, or by
appointment.

Anointing of the Sick: Any
time by appointment. Please
call as soon as you are aware
of a serious illness or
upcoming surgery.

Baptism: The 2™ & 4%
Sunday of each month. To
register for Baptism
Preparation call 429-4427.

Marriage: Please call at
least 6 months in advance of
your desired wedding date.
Congratulations!




TODAY’S BULLETIN COVER — A SERMON IN ART

This church mosaic is an iconographic representation of The Parable of the Sower
(Matthew 13:1-23, Mark 4:1-20, Luke 8:4-15). Like all sacred Christian art, it is meant not
merely to illustrate a biblical event but to invite prayerful meditation on the mystery of
God's Word and the condition of the human heart.

At the top of the mosaic appears the Greek inscription “H Iapapoin tod Xreipovroc” (“The Parable of the
Sower”), identifying the Gospel scene. The central figure, surrounded by a golden halo, represents Christ, the
Divine Sower. His halo reminds us that He is not simply a farmer scattering grain, but the Son of God who
generously sows the seed of divine truth into the world. The basket of seed cradled in His arm symbolizes the
inexhaustible riches of God's grace and His desire that every soul come to know Him.

Christ's outstretched hand is filled with movement, depicting the lavish generosity of God. He does not
carefully ration His seed only to fertile places. Instead, He casts it everywhere; on the path, among rocks, amid
thorns, and upon good soil. This reflects the universal love of God, who offers His saving Word to every human
person regardless of his or her spiritual condition.

The landscape itself becomes a theological lesson. To the left lies the rocky ground where birds eagerly gather
to consume the scattered seed. Jesus explains that these birds symbolize the Evil One, who snatches away the
Word before it can take root in hearts that remain hardened or indifferent. The barren rocks emphasize the
sterility of a heart closed to grace.

Near the foreground are patches of sparse vegetation growing among stones. These represent those who
initially receive God's Word with enthusiasm but possess no deep roots. When trials, suffering, or persecution
arise, their faith quickly withers because it has never penetrated beneath the surface.

On the right, rich golden fields of wheat dominate the composition. Here the seed has fallen upon good soil and
produced an abundant harvest. Another laborer harvesting the grain reminds us that authentic discipleship bears
visible fruit. Faith is never merely private belief; it blossoms into holiness, charity, perseverance, and lives
transformed by grace.

The Greek word “Kapro@opotv” (“Bearing Fruit”) reinforces this message. The Christian vocation is not
simply to hear God's Word but to allow it to bear fruit thirtyfold, sixtyfold, and a hundredfold. The distant
village nestled among the hills symbolizes the Kingdom of God growing quietly within the world. The
mountains evoke permanence and God's eternal presence, while the sea reminds us that the Gospel is destined
for every nation.

Above the entire scene shines the radiant sun, whose light bathes every corner of the landscape. It serves as an
image of God's truth and grace, illuminating every heart willing to receive it. The birds soaring across the sky
introduce an important contrast. Some become agents of loss by consuming the seed, while others simply fly
freely through creation, reminding the viewer that every force in nature ultimately serves God's providential
plan.

The mosaic itself carries theological significance. Countless small tesserae combine to create one image, much
as individual believers are united in the Church, forming one Body in Christ. The brilliant gold background,
common in Byzantine sacred art, is not intended to represent ordinary earthly light but the uncreated light of
heaven, the eternal glory in which Christ reigns.

Ultimately, this mosaic is about conversion. Every viewer is invited to ask the question Jesus Himself asks
through the parable: What Kkind of soil is my heart today? The seed is always good because it is God's own
Word. The determining factor is not the generosity of the Sower but the openness of the soil. Through prayer,
repentance, the sacraments, and faithful perseverance, even hearts once hardened or overgrown with the thorns
of worldly anxieties can become rich soil that bears an abundant harvest for the Kingdom of God.



LETTER OF HIS HOLINESS POPE LEO XIV
ON THE 250th ANNIVERSARY OF THE
FOUNDING
OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA

[ extend my heartfelt congratulations to all Americans
on the occasion of the 250t anniversary of the
signing of the Declaration of Independence. This
semiquincentennial marks that defining moment in
the history of the United States of America, July 4,
1776, that gave enduring voice to the ideals of liberty,
equality, the pursuit of happiness, justice and
democratic self-government.

For two and a half centuries, generations of
Americans have worked together to carry these
principles forward — through sacrifice, service,
innovation and civic participation. This anniversary
stands as an invitation not only to celebrate the
nation’s remarkable journey, but also to reflect upon
the responsibilities that the sons and daughters of
this country bear to one another, and to the
generations who will inherit the nation that is being shaped today.

Among the most cherished of these principles is religious freedom — the right of every person to
worship according to conscience and to practice their faith openly, without coercion or fear. In
marking this anniversary, it is important to recognize that freedom of religion has long been central
to the American promise, protecting both individual dignity and the peaceful coexistence of a diverse
people.

This same freedom has permitted the Catholic Church to take root and flourish within the United
States, to the advantage not only of her own members, but of the entire nation. As faithful sons and
daughters of the Church, Catholics are called to imbue every dimension of their existence with the
charity of Christ (cf. 2 Cor 5:14), living out the Gospel in the circumstances of daily life. Such a way of
living has given rise to the many benefits that the Church has provided over the years to the
development of this nation. In particular, I bring to mind her service in areas of education, the
preferential care of the poor, healthcare and basic social services, to name a few.

In the Encyclical Sapientiae Christianae, my predecessor Pope Leo XIII wrote that “no better citizen is
there... than the Christian who is mindful of his duty” (no. 7). In fact, faith — far from standing in
opposition to the responsibilities of citizenship — lends new vigor to the pursuit of justice, peace and
the common good, bringing to perfection every natural gift bestowed by the Creator. Saint Paul
himself encouraged the early Christians to pray for those in positions of authority in order to live a
peaceful life in accord with the will of God (cf. I Tim 2:2). In this regard, it is in the faithful fulfilment
of duty — to God and country — that Catholics are called to continue to serve the nation, as leaven
for the growth of a civilization of love (cf. Mt 13:33).



https://www.vatican.va/content/leo-xiii/en/encyclicals/documents/hf_l-xiii_enc_10011890_sapientiae-christianae.html
https://www.vatican.va/content/leo-xiii/en.html

Also among the principles that have guided the development of this country is the God-given dignity
of every human life, each person being endowed with an inherent worth that calls for reverence,
protection and care. In this spirit, a full understanding of this dignity leads to recognizing the
importance of safeguarding human life from its beginning at conception until natural death, and of
building a society in which the vulnerable, the suffering and the forgotten are always met with
compassion, solidarity and love.

Defending human life also includes welcoming, protecting and assisting immigrants, whose hopes,
sacrifices and contribution have formed part of the history of this country from its very beginning. In
every generation, those who have arrived seeking freedom, opportunity and a place to belong have
helped to shape the nation’s character. To receive them with compassion and generosity is not only
an act of charity, but also a recognition of the dignity that belongs to every human person.

In my recent Encyclical Letter, Magnifica Humanitas, I wrote about working together for the common
good. “Building a world in which everyone can flourish requires shared responsibility and courage.
No one can single-handedly bear the weight of the challenges the world is facing” (no. 13). We need
one another, and we need to work together in unity to confront the challenges that the world is facing
today.

May this milestone renew the shared commitment to the promise of freedom, justice, opportunity
and democracy. May Americans honor the courage and vision of those who came before them by
strengthening their communities, respecting their differences and working together toward a more
perfect union.

Congratulations on this extraordinary national anniversary. May the spirit of 1776 continue to
inspire hope and unity as the United States of America moves into the future. In assuring all of you of
my prayers in your renewed efforts to strengthen the nation in the principles that guided its
Founding Fathers, | entrust you to the intercession of the Immaculate Conception, patroness of this
country, that she will continue to watch over America and protect all who dwell therein.

From the Vatican, June 25, 2026

LEO PP. XIV

Copyright © Dicastery for Communication - Libreria Editrice Vaticana
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FIFTEENTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME

PARISH STAFF:

Rev. Mark J. Coiro, Pastor

The Xaverian Fathers, Weekend Assistance

Deacon John D. Barry, Permanent Deacon

Deacon Ronald A. Dowding, Permanent Deacon
Deacon Martin Breinlinger, Senior Deacon

Mrs. Fran Crespi, D.R.E., Grades K-7

Mrs. Lisa Dufault, High School Youth Minister

Ms. Abigail Kelley-Lanser, Organist, Director of Music
Mrs. Mary Beth Harris, Parish Secretary

Mrs. Jennifer Burgett, Religious Education Secretary
Ms. Mary Sanning, Business Manager

Mrs. Najat Whalen, Sacristan

Mr. Billy Hanson, Parish Facilities

R & R Landscaping, Cemetery Care

MASS INTENTIONS
Saturday July 11

5:00 Amy Tibbert

7:30 Marie T. and Ernie Nichols, Jr.
Sunday July 12

7:30 People of St. Mary’s

9:30 Claire Marcoux

11:30 TGIF Mission Mass
Monday July 13

9:00 Diana Wilkins
Tuesday July 14

9:00 Melissa Bachman
Wednesday July 15

9:00 Holy Souls in Purgatory
Thursday  July 16

9:00 Paul T. Shea
Friday July 17

9:00 Ray Whitt
Saturday July 18

5:00 Cathy Holmes

7:30 Lois Hosmer
Sunday July 19

7:30 People of St. Mary’s

9:30 Rudy De Guzman, 4™ Anv.

11:30 Filamena Rita DeGennaro

RECTORY OFFICE SUMMER HOURS: Please
note that during the summer months of June, July, and
August the Rectory Office is closed on Mondays and
Tuesdays. On other weekdays it remains open the usual
9:00 AM to 3:00 PM hours. Mass Cards may also be
obtained at the Religious Education Office off of the
Parish Center Lobby. Have a safe, faith filled summer!

BANNS OF MARRIAGE:
II  Owen Francis and Mary Theresa Whalen
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Registration for Fall
Religious Education Classes
is NOW OPEN!

We have made both
registration and payment of
tuition wholly electronic.
Just click the image above or
use the QR Code to get
started.

The full class schedule was mailed out and may
also be viewed by clicking HERE. As always,
class day choices are first come, first served.

Class registration closes on Monday, August 17,
2026 - but please do not delay.

If you have any difficulties or questions, please
contact Jennifer at 508-429-6076 or at
religiousedsec@stmarysholliston.org. God bless
you!

“The soul grows by learning.” - St. Augustine

NEWSLETTER COLLATING: Please join us
tomorrow, Monday, July 13 after Mass, at 9:30 AM in
Father Haley Hall to assist in collating the Summer
Newsletter for mailing. All are welcome and needed!

THE ROSE FOR LIFE: The Rose this week is
sponsored by a parishioner in memory of Cathy Holmes.
Please join her in prayer for an unborn child. Please call
Mary Beth at 508-429-4427 to become part of this
beautiful affirmation of life.



https://stmarysholliston.com/wp-content/uploads/Religious-Education-Schedule-2025-2026.pdf
https://forms.ministryforms.net/embed.aspx?formId=02818a0e-bf59-410b-8971-96c66fb9e27c

FROM THE
"==> PASTOR’S DESK

Dear Members of the St. Mary’s Parish Family,

Today the prophet Isaiah gives us a divine
guarantee. God’s word is not merely informational;
it is a creative force. When God speaks, reality
shifts. He says, “My word shall not return to me
void, but shall do my will, achieving the end for
which I sent it” (Isaiah 55:11).

In our daily lives, we often measure success by
visible results. If we pray and don't see an
immediate change, we assume the word has
“returned void.” But God’s economy is different.
His word is like the rain and the snow; it doesn't just
evaporate, it saturates the earth, breaking open the
seed and fueling the growth beneath the surface
long before the first sprout appears.

Our task is not to control the outcome, but to remain
in the rain. The “end” for which God sent His word
is ultimately our sanctification and the salvation of
the world. Trust that every time you meditate on
Scripture or participate in the Mass, that Word is
actively at work, soaking into you and impacting
your soul, even when you feel nothing at all.

When you feel that your faith is stagnant or your
prayers are unanswered, remember: the Word is not
failing. It is working in the deep, unseen places,
fulfilling a purpose that will eventually be revealed.
Do not be disturbed by the silence of the present;
trust the efficacy of the One Who spoke you into
existence.

Know that the Divine Word is still at work in the
hidden places of your soul, accomplishing what
only God can see. Trust the quiet power of His
grace. In His perfect time, the seeds He has planted
will bear fruit - not only in your own life, but
through you in the lives of others.

God bless you.
Rev. Mark J. Coiro

P.S. Thank you to all who participated so
generously in last weekend’s Emergency Appeal for
Venezuela. I am so very proud of the compassion
of our people, and your willingness to be the hands
of Christ to those in desperate need.

FOR OUR YOUTH

HIGH SCHOOL YOUTH GROUP!

Join us for our third Daily
Mass and Donuts gathering
this Wednesday, July 15 at 9
AM. Hope to see you there!
Check your email tonight to
RSVP and order your donuts!

Our Next Mission Trip Mass is
today, Sunday, July 12 at

11:30 AM. Attendance has been
low at these Masses considering
how many are attending the trip.
Please make EVERY EFFORT to
attend! It’s our last one before our

Send Off Mass on July 25 at 5 PM. After the Send
Off Mass, we will gather in Fr. Haley Hall to share
any last-minute information and reminders.

IMPORTANT: We ask that all Mission Trip
participants attend our safety session tomorrow,
Monday, July 13 from 6:30 - 8:30 PM. Your three
mission trip t-shirts will be handed out along with
some paperwork including important information.
If you can’t make the meeting, shirts and paperwork
can be picked up any time after July 13.

Scan the QR Code to follow along on our
adventures which are filled with Faith, Fellowship
and Fun. For more information about TGIF High
School Youth Group, contact Lisa Dufault at
tgif(@stmarysholliston.org.

MIDDLE SCHOOL
YOUTH GROUP:

Our Summer of Faith
and Adventure
continues with these
awesome trips:

Tuesday, July 28 -
Brownstone Quarry
Adventure.

Friday, August 21 - Grade 6 Deerfield River
Rafting.

And SAVE THE DATE for the Giant Fall MSYG
Kick Off! Sunday, October 4 from 6:30 - § PM!
Open to ALL 6™, 7" and 8" Grade teens.
Welcome!


mailto:tgif@stmarysholliston.org

FIFTEENTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME

AT ALL ST. MARY’S MASSES LAST WEEKEND,
AN EMERGENCY APPEAL WAS CONDUCTED
FOR VENEZUELA EARTHQUAKE VICTIMS.
Archbishop Henning requested this Appeal to assist in
earthquake recovery and relief. The Catholic Church,
through Catholic Relief Services (CRS), is working
through Caritas Venezuela and the local Church “to
quickly deliver emergency shelter, food, safe water,
medical care and other critical relief to those affected.”

CRS reports that “Buildings collapsed, homes and
essential infrastructure were damaged, and thousands of
people have been left without safe shelter. Even as the
full extent of the damage is still emerging, Catholic
parishes have opened their doors to shelter displaced
families and provide emergency assistance.”

With the death toll approaching 3,000 and likely to
surpass that, more than 12,000 having been injured, and
many thousands more missing - the Church has
mobilized and is bringing immediate relief to the people
impacted.

If you were away last weekend and would like to
contribute to aid Venezuela Earthquake Victims, just
write a check made out to St. Mary’s Parish, with
Venezuela Earthquake written on the memo line.

Ideally, place the check in its own
envelope with Venezuela
Earthquake written on it. Checks
may be placed in any Mass
collection basket or mailed to St.
Mary’s.

You may also use this Venmo QR
Code. Thank you for lightening the burden of our
brothers and sisters in their time of suffering and
need.

JULY 12, 2026

EMERGENCY APPEAL FOR VENEZUELA
RELIEF: $7,489.32. Thank you!

LAST SUNDAY’S PARISH OFFERTORY:

Automatic Giving: $ 3,110.00
WeShare: $ 5,556.30
Envelopes: $ 5,773.00
Total Offertory: $ 14,439.30
Weekly Need: $ 15,000.00
Shortfall: $ 560.70

Thank you for making up any missed weekly parish
support. The fiscal health of your parish depends on it.
Kindly consider switching to WeShare or Automatic
Giving. See: https://stmarysholliston.com/how-to-give/.

HOLLISTON PANTRY SHELF:

Liquid Dish Soap is in urgent

demand. Food items needed at the *
Pantry: white vinegar (16 0z), juice
boxes (apple, orange, fruit punch),
canned regular coffee (11 0z),
canned decaf coffee (11 0z), Chips
Ahoy Cookies, Oreo Cookies, Ritz
and/or saltine crackers (13.7 oz box),
canned corn (16 Oz), canned black
beans (16 Oz), canned red kidney
beans (16 Oz). Donations may be
dropped off in the tan bin by the
main parking lot doors right here at
St. Mary’s, or to the bins outside 73
Charles Street.

WISDOM FROM THE SAINTS: “Go to the poor:
you will find God. Think not that you are merely
visiting a suffering person, but rather that you are
approaching our Lord Himself, who said, "Whatever you
did for one of these least brothers of mine, you did for
me." The poor are our masters, and we are their servants.
There is no charity greater than to give oneself entirely
to the service of those who are abandoned and in need.”

- St. Vincent de Paul

OCIA is the Catholic Church’s way of initiating new
members. OCIA is much more than a study program. It
is a learning and loving process in which conversion of
the heart brings one to Jesus Christ. OCIA begins in
September and concludes around the feast of Pentecost
(usually mid-May). For further information, please feel
free to contact Deacon Ron Dowding through the
Rectory office at 508-429-4427.


https://stmarysholliston.com/how-to-give/

SAINT MARY’S RELIGIOUS EDUCATION PROGRAM

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION FOR 2026-2027 ~NOW
OPEN: Go to https://stmarysholliston.com/. Check our
class offerings, days, and times. Register and pay by
locking in placement and your choice of classes before
you depart for a restful summer
and vacation. NOTE: Since there
will be two sessions for Catechesis
of the Good Shepherd offered in
the Fall, all current families who
register their child by the deadline, August 17, will be
guaranteed their desired session.

TEACHERS AND MONITORS WILL BE NEEDED
FOR ALL GRADE LEVELS 1 - 8: Prayerfully
consider teaching or becoming a Monitor.

GRADE SUNDAY CLASSES WEEKDAY
CLASSES
Alternate Sundays Alternate Weekdays
CGS* Sun., 8:00 to 9:15 AM OR
10:45 AM to 12 Noon
GR-1 Sun., 8:10 to 9:25 AM
GR-2 Sun., 8:10 to 9:25 AM OR Wed., 4:15 to 5:30 PM
10:45 AM to 12 Noon
GR-3 Sun., 7:55 to 9:25 AM OR Wed., 4:00 to 5:30 PM
10:45 AM to 12:15 PM
GR-4 Sun., 10:45 AM to 12:15 PM Tue., 4:00 to 5:30 PM
GR-5 Sun., 10:45 AM to 12:15 PM Tue., 4:00 to 5:30 PM
GR-6 Sun., 4:00 to 5:30 PM Tue., 4:00 to 5:30 PM
GR-7 Grades 7 and 8 meet on the Tue. OR Wed.,
same alternate weeks. 7:00 to 8:30 PM
GR-8 Mon. OR Thur.,
7:00 to 8:30 PM

*CATECHESIS OF THE GOOD SHEPHERD
(CGS) VOLUNTEER ASSISTANT TRAINING:
CGS is a Montessori Program where adult and high
school teen assistants assist the Catechist Leader.
Assistants are present to observe the children as they
discover God’s love for them while listening to Sacred
Scripture and participating in concrete activities working
with their hands. Children from ages 3 - 6 find their
quiet space in our Atrium where prayer and slow
reverent gestures fill their hearts and minds about the life
and teachings of Jesus. Emphasis is placed on the
parables of the Good Shepherd. Trained assistants are
necessary for CGS to thrive.

Training will be scheduled once we have a number of
adults and teens to take the training. Those who have
been trained as assistants have remarked how observing
the children grow and understand by listening and
working in the Atrium has opened their own heart and
minds to the love the Good Shepherd has for them. If
you are interested in being trained, contact the Religious
Education Office at 508-429-6076 or
religiouseddre@stmarysholliston.org.
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PROCLAIM AND SHARE THE
GOOD NEWS! Please consider
offering your gifts and talents as
a Catechist. You can inspire the
hearts and minds of our young to
form a relationship with Jesus.
Have you ever considered teaching
a class with another teacher? Be one of the many who
spread the Good News of the Gospel to our children and
youth! The human heart, soul, and conscience of our
young benefit by hearing the Truth about Jesus Christ
and His redeeming grace. Each year St. Mary’s Parish
reaches out to the faithful to bear witness and share their
beliefs in a loving and merciful God to our children and
youth. Take the opportunity to Register Online to teach
a class. See the table on the left for scheduled days and
times. Please complete the Volunteer Application and
the Teacher/Monitor Session Selection at:
https://stmarysholliston.com/religious-
education/religious-education-volunteer-registration/.

LAPSED YEARS OF FAITH FORMATION FOR
CHILDREN AND YOUTH: If your child has missed
several years of Religious Education, it is never too late
to prepare them for a lifelong relationship with Jesus
Christ. Contact us at parish@stmarysholliston.org.

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL JULY 20 - 24, 2026
REGISTRATION CLOSES TODAY AT 8 PM!
Use the QR Code or click:
https://forms.gle/DfxUbFgn41QtqM7V7

INFORE
RAIN T

COMING SOON

HURRY! ONLY A FEWS SPOTS OPEN!
Children entering Kindergarten through Grade 6.
Volunteer Teens needed entering Grade 7 and up.

CALLING VBS SET UP VOLUNTEERS:

Join in on the fun setting up for a wild Rainforest
Falls adventure! Drop-in hours: Tuesday, July 14,
Wednesday, July 15, and Thursday, July 16
between 10:00 AM and 3:00 PM.

Teens, adults, and families welcome.



https://stmarysholliston.com/
mailto:religiouseddre@stmarysholliston.org.
https://stmarysholliston.com/religious-education/religious-education-volunteer-registration/
https://stmarysholliston.com/religious-education/religious-education-volunteer-registration/
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https://forms.ministryforms.net/embed.aspx?formId=02818a0e-bf59-410b-8971-96c66fb9e27c
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