Mass Schedule:

Monday through Friday
9:00 AM

Saturday Vigils
5:00 PM
7:30 PM

Sunday
7:30 AM
9:30 AM  Family Mas:
(C.L.O.W. Sept. — May)
11:30 AM  Choir Mass

Holy Days: Announced

Adoration Schedule:
First Fridays from 9:30 -
10:30 AM and as announced.

Our Mission:

“To know Christ and to make Him known.”

8 Church St., Holliston, MA 01746
Website: www.stmarysholliston.com
parish@stmarysholliston.org
Rectory Phone: (508) 429 - 4427
Religious Education Phone: (508) 429 - 6076

Dear Visitors: Welcome! We are delighted that
you chose to worship with us this day. Please
introduce yourself to the priest, and if you are
interested in becoming a member of the parish
then please register through our website or by

calling the rectory. Please also be aware that for

generations it has been the custom at St. Mary’s
to kneel together for a silent Hail Mary at the
end of Mass. Please join in!

o\

St. Mary’s Parish

Confession: Saturdays from
Noon to 12:45 PM, or by
appointment.

Anointing of the Sick: Any
time by appointment. Please
call as soon as you are aware
of a serious illness or
upcoming surgery.

Baptism: The 2™ & 4%
Sunday of each month. To
register for Baptism
Preparation call 429-4427.

Marriage: Please call at
least 6 months in advance of
your desired wedding date.
Congratulations!




FROM THE
~<—> PASTOR’S DESK

Dear Members of the St. Mary’s Parish Family,

At some point, every believer asks the question,
“Why doesn’t God just step in and end the evil in
the world?” We read about murder, rape, terrorism,
genocide, war and evils of every sort. And we
begin to wonder, “What is God waiting for?” We
know that the Kingdom will come, that a final
judgment will be rendered upon the earth. We see
unspeakable suffering all around. And so we start
to question the divine delay.

Today’s parable of the weeds and the wheat is
Jesus’ answer to our question. An enemy sOws
weeds among the farmer’s wheat. Good and evil
sprout up side by side. The farmer does not try to
tear up the weeds for fear of tearing up the wheat
with them. In fact, the weeds and the wheat look
almost exactly the same until they come to full
growth. And that is why the farmer waits for
harvest time to separate them. That is why God
waits to establish His Kingdom on the earth. It is in
order to allow us to come to full growth; revealing
whether we are wheat to be stored up, or weeds to
be discarded.

In the case of actual wheat and weeds, what they
will grow into is genetically predetermined. In the
case of humanity, however, we choose our final
state. Every small choice we make throughout our
lives - whether to be truthful or deceitful, chaste or
promiscuous, generous or miserly, forgiving or
vengeful - these choices and a million others
contribute to the one great choice of our lives;
whether we shall be wheat or weeds. It is true that
the circumstances of our lives can have a great
impact on the choices we make. The kind of family
we grow up in, the resources at our disposal, the
particular trials we face, all these things may affect
how we turn out. But none of them can steal away
the great gift that God gives us - the power to
choose. And when we choose Christ, He can
transform even the toughest, most noxious weeds,
into the most desirable of wheat.

If then, God withholds His judgment, you and I
must be careful to do the same. The moment we
have vilified another person to the point of rejecting

them as having any capacity for good, that is the
moment we have become very different from God.
For God always allows for the possibility of
conversion. God knows that even the most corrupt
sinner can in time become a saint. And so He
allows the whole world time. So that as many
people as possible can choose Him, and in so doing
discover their best and truest selves.

Because in the end, God has sown each and every
one of us. Nor does God sow weeds, but only
wheat. Evil in the world sprouts not from God but
from choices freely made against His law of love.
And deep within, every human being bears God’s
own imprint. Every one of us has the potential to
grow into a true son or daughter of the Almighty,
and to bear a rich harvest in His Holy Name.

In Christ’s Peace,

P

Rev. Mark J. Coiro

Is it possible for weeds to
become wheat? God allows
saints and sinners to dwell
among each other because
sinners need salvation, as do
saints. In fact, with God’s
grace and a converted heart,
a person who has sinned can
be reconciled with God and
become good wheat.

The Church is therefore holy, though having sinners
in her midst, because she herself has no other life
but the life of grace. If they live her life, her
members are sanctified; if they move away from her
life, they fall into sins and disorders that prevent the
radiation of her sanctity. This is why she suffers
and does penance for those offenses, of which she
has the power to free her children through the
blood of Christ and the gift of the Holy Spirit.”

The reality of this parable is that weeds can convert
and become wheat, but let us not forget that wheat
can become weeds. If there was no chance of wheat
falling and becoming a weed, then Satan would not
bother to tempt us and Saint Paul would not say,
“work out your salvation with fear and trembling.”
(Phil 2:12)

- Pope Paul VI



SIXTEENTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME

PARISH STAFF:

Rev. Mark J. Coiro, Pastor

The Xaverian Fathers, Weekend Assistance

Deacon John D. Barry, Permanent Deacon

Deacon Ronald A. Dowding, Permanent Deacon
Deacon Martin Breinlinger, Senior Deacon

Mrs. Fran Crespi, D.R.E., Grades K-7

Mrs. Lisa Dufault, High School Youth Minister

Ms. Abigail Kelley-Lanser, Organist, Director of Music
Mrs. Mary Beth Harris, Parish Secretary

Mrs. Jennifer Burgett, Religious Education Secretary
Ms. Mary Sanning, Business Manager

Mrs. Najat Whalen, Sacristan

Mr. Billy Hanson, Parish Facilities

R & R Landscaping, Cemetery Care

MASS INTENTIONS
Saturday  July 18
5:00 Cathy Holmes
7:30 Lois Hosmer
Sunday July 19
7:30 People of St. Mary’s
9:30 Rudy De Guzman, 4" Anv.
11:30 Filamena Rita DeGennaro
Monday July 20
9:00 Liz Morin
Tuesday July 21
9:00 Toni Ham
Wednesday July 22
9:00 Bob Herrick, 1% Anv.
Thursday  July 23
9:00 Francesca Borrelli
Friday July 24
9:00 Franco and Lilla Lanci
Saturday  July 25
5:00 Mary Beth Harmon
7:30 Karen Villa
Sunday July 26
7:30 People of St. Mary’s
9:30 VBS Mass
11:30 Milagros Diaz, 18" Anv.

JULY 19, 2026

ONLINE REGISTRATION
FOR FALL RELIGIOUS EDUCATION CLASSES
IS NOW OPEN.
REGISTER TODAY!

We have made both
registration and payment of
tuition wholly electronic.
Just click the image above or
use the QR Code to get
started.

The full class schedule was mailed out and may
also be viewed by clicking HERE. As always,
class day choices are first come, first served.

Class registration closes on Monday, August 17,
2026 - but please do not delay.

If you have any difficulties or questions, please
contact Jennifer at 508-429-6076 or at
religiousedsec@stmarysholliston.org. God bless
you!

“The soul grows by learning.” - St. Augustine

BANNS OF MARRIAGE:
Il Owen Francis and Mary Theresa Whalen

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL: St. Mary’s VBS begins this week! VBS runs
Monday, July 20 - Friday, July 24 from 9 AM - 12 noon. The week concludes with a
Closing Mass on Sunday, July 26 at 9:30 AM.

Please drop off your child between 8:45 - 9 AM, and pickup at 12 noon every day.

Be sure to sign your child in and out with their counselor.

On Friday, families are invited to arrive at 11:30 AM to join us in watching the video
recap of our awesome week!

Please be on the lookout for an email Sunday evening with your Crew Assignment and
dropoft/pickup location, as well as some final information. Thank you!



https://stmarysholliston.com/wp-content/uploads/Religious-Education-Schedule-2025-2026.pdf

SIXTEENTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME

LAST SUNDAY’S PARISH OFFERTORY:

Automatic Giving: $ 7,850.00
WeShare: $ 3,973.00
Envelopes: $ 5,979.00
Total Offertory: $ 17,802.00

Thank you for making up any missed weekly parish
support. The fiscal health of your parish depends on it.
Kindly consider switching to WeShare or Automatic
Giving. See: https://stmarysholliston.com/how-to-give/.

HOLLISTON PANTRY SHELF: Food items needed
at the Pantry: white vinegar (16 o0z), juice boxes (apple,
orange, fruit punch), canned regular coffee (11 oz),
canned decaf coffee (11 oz), Chips Ahoy Cookies, Oreo
Cookies, Ritz and/or saltine crackers (13.7 0z box),
canned corn (16 Oz), canned black beans (16 Oz),
canned red kidney beans (16
0Oz) and liquid dish soap.
Donations may be dropped off
in the tan bin by the main
parking lot doors right here at
St. Mary’s, or to the bins
outside 73 Charles Street.

THE ROSE FOR LIFE: The
Rose this week is sponsored by
the Carver family. Please join
them in prayer for an unborn
child. Please call Mary Beth at
508-429-4427 to become part
of this beautiful affirmation of
life.

RECTORY OFFICE
SUMMER HOURS: Please
note that during the summer
months of June, July, and
August the Rectory Office is
closed on Mondays and
Tuesdays. On other weekdays
it remains open the usual 9
AM to 3 PM hours. Mass Cards may also be obtained at
the Religious Education Office off of the Parish Center
Lobby. Have a safe, faith filled summer!

WISDOM FROM POPE FRANCIS:

Before all else, the Gospel invites us to respond to the
God of love who saves us, to see God in others and to go
forth from ourselves to seek the good of others.

~ Pope Francis, Joy of the Gospel

JULY 19, 2026

{! A Goceiney in Puith
WHAT IS OCIA? The Order of Christian Initiation of
Adults (OCIA) is a gradual process of conversion and
initiation into the Catholic Christian community
providing individuals the space to encounter God and
respond to His invitation to a new way of life in the
Catholic faith. Grounded in a respect for the personal
faith journey of each individual, the OCIA provides an
extended period of prayer, study, and fellowship in

which each individual has the opportunity to grow in
relationship with God and the parish community.

Who is OCIA for?

1. Persons who have never been baptized and wish
to receive the sacraments of Baptism,
Confirmation, and Eucharist (Holy Communion)
in the Catholic Church.

2. Persons who were baptized in another Christian
denomination and wish to be received into full
communion with the Catholic Church by
receiving the sacraments of Confirmation and
Eucharist.

3. Baptized Catholics who have not completed
their initiation; by receiving the sacraments of
Confirmation and Eucharist.

How does OCIA work? In OCIA individuals reflect
and learn about what it means to be a part of the Catholic
Christian community - who we are, what we believe,
how we celebrate and pray, how we relate with one
another and with God. Based on the gradual
transformation of each individual, the OCIA
accompanies and celebrates the journey to faith of each
individual.

The process begins with a period of inquiry for those
who have felt called to consider the Catholic faith. Here
you will find an open space to ask questions about what
Catholics hold and believe while meeting others striving
to live Gospel values. Know that initial inquiry does not
necessarily commit you to initiation.

Where can I find out more information? For further
information, please contact Deacon Ron Dowding
through the Rectory office at 508-429-4427, or
parish@stmarysholliston.org.



https://stmarysholliston.com/how-to-give/
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FOR OUR YOUTH

HIGH SCHOOL YOUTH
GROUP! Join us for our fourth
Daily Mass and Donuts gathering
this Wednesday, July 22 at 9 AM.
Hope to see you there! Check your
email tonight to RSVP and order
your donuts!

Our Mission Trip is ONE WEEK
I.'I AWAY. We ask teens and their
| 1 WEEK TO GO families to join us for our
MANDATORY Mission Trip
Send Off Mass on Saturday, July 25 at 5 PM. WEAR
YOUR MAROON SHIRT. Make sure to wash and pack
it after Mass.

After the Send Off Mass, teens and their families will
gather in Fr. Haley Hall for any last-minute information
and reminders.

We ask for the prayers of our parish

ﬂ for our teens and adult chaperones in
‘N this final week before we leave for
&\ the Mission Trip. We have felt the

{/ love, prayers and support from all of

you and we have such grateful hearts.

Scan the QR Code to follow along on

our adventures which are filled with ®
Faith, Fellowship and Fun. For more
information about TGIF High School

Youth Group, contact Lisa Dufault at @
tgif@stmarysholliston.org.

MIDDLE SCHOOL
YOUTH GROUP:

Our Summer of Faith
and Adventure
continues with these
awesome trips:

Tuesday, July 28 -
Brownstone Quarry
Adventure.

Friday, August 21 - Grade 6 Deerfield River Rafting.

And SAVE THE DATE for the Giant Fall MSYG Kick
Off! Sunday, October 4 from 6:30 - 8 PM! Open to
ALL 6™ 7™ and 8™ Grade teens. Welcome!

JULY 19, 2026

FOR OUR YOUTH

19" ANNUAL ALTAR
SERVER APPRECIATION
TRIP TO SIX FLAGS
NEW ENGLAND: This
year’s trip is Monday, August
17. Departure is at 8:15 AM, return is 7 PM. Thank you
Altar Servers for your faithful and reverent ministry!

In those who know you, you rebuke temerity.
But though you are master of might,
you judge with clemency. Wis. 12:18

Have you ever noticed how the loudest person in the
room is rarely the one in control? In this Sunday’s
reading from the Book of Wisdom, we get a glimpse into
how God handles power. Even though God has the
ultimate authority to crush anything that goes wrong or
punish those who act with “temerity” - that reckless,
arrogant boldness - He chooses to be patient instead.

It’s a total flip on how the world usually works. We’re
taught that to be “strong,” you have to clap back, win
every argument, or dominate the conversation. But God
shows us that the ultimate flex isn't being aggressive; it’s
having the self-control to be merciful even when you
don't have to be.

Think about the next time someone pushes your buttons
or acts out of line. It’s so easy to let that “reckless
boldness” take over and react with just as much drama.
But true strength is actually the ability to stay calm and
lead with grace when things get heated. It takes way
more guts to be the one who de-escalates a situation than
it does to add fuel to the fire. This week, try to mirror
that divine patience. When you feel that urge to snap
back or act out of pride, take a breath and choose
kindness instead. Being that kind of person doesn't
make you weak, it makes you someone who actually
reflects the real, quiet power of God.

What is one situation coming up this week where you
could choose patience instead of reacting with “reckless
boldness™?


mailto:tgif@stmarysholliston.org

SAINT MARY’S RELIGIOUS EDUCATION PROGRAM

REGISTER ONLINE NOW FOR OUR 2026-2027
RELIGIOUS EDUCATION PROGRAM: Go to
https://stmarysholliston.com/. Check our
class offerings, days, and times. Register
and pay by locking in placement and your
choice of classes before you depart for a
(D ) restful summer and vacation. NOTE:
Since there will be two sessions for
Catechesis of the Good Shepherd offered in the Fall, all
current families who register their child by the deadline,
August 17, will be guaranteed their desired session.

LOVE .. GOOD NEWS ~WE NEED

ECEmRF[S’Tth L YOU! Please continue to

"L'ii’ - L cIRINTY  inspire the hearts and minds of
~ €achcyjecyisi our young to form a lasting
,‘“"”” EVANGYE_LLLZSETL!YE relationship with Jesus. You
“unuCHRIS'!]ESUS may want to consider teaching

chzonsT a class with another teacher.

I There is nothing more
rewarding and fruitful than sharing our Catholic Faith
and Traditions with minds and hearts eager to hear the
Good News of the Gospel of Jesus Christ. The
conscience of our young will benefit knowing the Truth
about Christ’s redeeming grace, mercy and forgiveness.
Each year St. Mary’s Parish reaches out to the faithful to
bear witness and share their beliefs in a loving God Who
calls us to trust and depend on Him. Pray and let the
Holy Spirit guide you to fulfill Christ’s calling to spread
His Word. Just register Online to teach a class. See the
table below for the scheduled days and times of classes.
Please complete the Volunteer Application and the
Teacher/Monitor Session Selection at:
https://stmarysholliston.com/religious-
education/religious-education-volunteer-registration/.

TEACHERS AND MONITORS WILL BE NEEDED
FOR ALL GRADE LEVELS 1 - 8: Prayerfully
consider teaching or becoming a Monitor.

GRADE SUNDAY CLASSES WEEKDAY
CLASSES
Alternate Sundays Alternate Weekdays
CGS* Sun., 8:00 to 9:15 AM OR
10:45 AM to 12 Noon
GR-1 Sun., 8:10 to 9:25 AM
GR-2 Sun., 8:10 to 9:25 AM OR Wed., 4:15 to 5:30 PM
10:45 AM to 12 Noon
GR-3 Sun., 7:55 to 9:25 AM OR Wed., 4:00 to 5:30 PM
10:45 AM to 12:15 PM
GR-4 Sun., 10:45 AM to 12:15 PM Tue., 4:00 to 5:30 PM
GR-5 Sun., 10:45 AM to 12:15 PM Tue., 4:00 to 5:30 PM
GR-6 Sun., 4:00 to 5:30 PM Tue., 4:00 to 5:30 PM
GR-7 Grades 7 and 8 meet on the Tue. OR Wed.,
same alternate weeks. 7:00 to 8:30 PM
GR-8 Mon. OR Thur.,
7:00 to 8:30 PM

JULY 19, 2026

GOD IS OUR
SAFE PLACE

~

/ m‘ )
. DAY 5@*}

The children will learn five foundational truths of
God’s love and care. Through the “rainforest”
metaphor, children are invited to step into a
world of wild waterfalls, towering trees, colorful
creatures, chattering birds, and howling monkeys,
symbolizing God’s care, wisdom, and faithfulness.

(CGS) VOLUNTEER ASSISTANT TRAINING:
CGS is a Montessori Program where adult and high
school teen assistants assist the Catechist Leader.
Assistants are present to observe the children as they
discover God’s love for them while listening to Sacred
Scripture and participating in concrete activities working
with their hands. Children from ages 3 - 6 find their
quiet space in our Atrium where prayer and slow
reverent gestures fill their hearts and minds about the life
and teachings of Jesus. Emphasis is placed on the
parables of the Good Shepherd. Trained assistants are
necessary for CGS to thrive. Training will be scheduled
once we have several adults and teens to take the
training. Those who have been trained as assistants have
remarked how observing the children grow and
understand by listening and working in the Atrium has
opened their own heart and minds to the love the Good
Shepherd has for them. If you are interested in being
trained, contact the Religious Education Office at 508-
429-6076 or religiouseddre@stmarysholliston.org.

LAPSED YEARS OF FAITH FORMATION FOR
CHILDREN AND YOUTH: If your child has missed
several years of Religious Education, it is never too late
to prepare them for a lifelong relationship with Jesus
Christ. Contact us at
religiousedsec@stmarysholliston.org.



https://stmarysholliston.com/
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