
ANNUAL ALTAR SERVER APPRECIATION TRIP RESUMES 

On Friday, August 12, about half of St. Mary’s Altar Servers enjoyed a 
fun day together at Six Flags New England Amusement Park.  The day 
was sunny and cool, the lines were short, and everyone had a blast.  
Thank you Altar Servers for all you do for our parish, especially the care 
and reverence you bring to the Holy Mass! 

ALTAR SERVER 
SCHOLARSHIPS 

On the weekend of August 
13 & 14, six St. Mary’s 
Senior Altar Servers were 
presented with graduation 
scholarships.  Each 
received a $300 check 
toward buying college 
books, and an inscribed 
book about the Catholic 
Faith.  The congregation 
applauded as each teen 
was recognized for their 
faithful service.   

Thomas Liro - MassBay 
Community College 

Marie Meisner - Holy Cross 

Maeve Radcliffe - 
Westfield State University 

Jared Sangil - Worcester 
Polytechnic Institute 

Liam Savage (photo 
above) - Loyola University 

Andrew Schiller - 
University of Dayton     
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St. Mary’s Parish  

8 Church Street  

Holliston, MA  01746 
 

Rectory:  429-4427 
 
 

Religious Education Center:  429-6076  
 

Music Program:  429-6076 
 

Religious Education Email: st.marysre1870@gmail.com  
   

Parish Email Address: st.marys1870@gmail.com 
 

Website: www.stmarysholliston.com       
 

Mission:  “To Know Christ and to Make Him Known!” 

 

Rebuilding Our Altar Server  

Program Post-Pandemic ~ 
 

For many years, St. Mary’s Parish has been blessed with a 

strong and exceptional Altar Server Program.  Boys and girls 

as young as 4th Grade all the way up through High School, 

provide beautiful and important ministry at our Masses.  They 

light the altar candles, prepare the sacred vessels and credence 

table, carry the processional cross, prepare and serve at the 

altar during Mass, and take charge of the post Mass clean up 

and purifications.  Many parishioners comment on how 

confident and reverent our parish’s altar servers are, and how 

great it is to see young people represented in this way.  We 

even have a Senior Altar Server program with special 

additional training for our High School servers, and a 

scholarship program when they graduate. 

 

Twenty New Altar Servers Needed 

This Fall ~ Since about 2005, St. Mary’s has had an 

average of fifty-five active Altar Servers each year.  With five 

Masses a weekend, and three Altar Servers at each Mass, plus 

special additional celebrations, this has worked out well.  

However, in the last few years the pandemic interrupted our 

usual New Altar Server recruiting and training programs.  

With six Senior Servers having graduated High School this 

past spring, and more the two previous years, we are now 

down to thirty-five Altar Servers.  That makes this year’s New 

Altar Server Training very important, and we hope all parents 

will encourage their young people to pray about serving the 

Church in this beautiful way. 

 

New Altar Server Class,  

Sunday, October 16 from 7-7:30 PM ~  
Any parish youth currently in Grades 4-12 may study to 

become an Altar Server.  Just bring the youth accompanied by 

a parent with your family calendar to this planning meeting – 

Sunday, October 16 from 7-7:30 PM in the Church.  Also, 

please email Patty Baribeau that you are coming.  

st.marys.altarserver@gmail.com. 

 

Why did I become an Altar Server?   

Here’s what some Servers said! 
 

“It’s more interesting to have a job at Mass instead of sitting 
in the pew.” 
 

“I thought it was cool to know the names of everything and 

how to set up the church.” 
 

“My family wasn’t getting to Mass very much before.  I 

thought my becoming an Altar Server would help us, and it 
did!” 
 

“I wanted to do something for God.” 
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BLESSING 

OF THE 

ANIMALS 
Sunday, October 16 at 1 PM.  

Parishioners are invited to bring their 

pets to the Lower Church as we 

celebrate the Church’s Rite of the 

Blessing of Animals.   Each pet will 

receive an individual blessing as we 

ask God’s protection for our animal 

friends and remember that all living 

things are precious to Him.  This blessing takes place in October as St. Francis of Assisi’s Feast Day is this 

month, and he had a special love of the furred, finned and feathered creatures of the earth.   
 

PARISH PASTA 

NIGHT 
Saturday, October 22, 6-8 PM.  Parish 

Pasta Night:  Come join your fellow 

parishioners for fine Italian fare, live music 

and great company at this year's Pasta 

Dinner on Saturday, October 22 from 6 to  

8 PM.  The menu will include rigatoni with 

red sauce, rigatoni with broccoli and 

chicken, rigatoni with butter, meatballs, salad, rolls and soda, water, juice and Italian pastries.  Families with 

children of all ages are welcome.  The cost is $10 per person, or $30 for immediate family (parents and 

children).  Tickets will be on sale after all Masses the weekends of October 8 and 9 and October 15 and 16, and 

at the R.E. Office starting October 10.   There are no tickets at the door on October 22.  New families will 

receive a direct invitation and should RSVP to come for free as our special guests.  Mangia! 



 

BABY SHOWER 

FOR THE UNBORN 
October 22 & 23 at all Masses.  Please bring new baby 

items and clothes to Mass and place them in or around 

the baby stroller in the sanctuary.  These gifts will 

directly assist mothers in crisis pregnancies through the 

Pregnancy Help program of our Archdiocese. Thank you 

for supporting families and babies in their time of need!  

A Pregnancy Help Client Testimonial:  "When I got 

pregnant I felt lonely, desperate, and confused. I found 

myself pregnant with no husband, no family, no money, 

no house and maybe no job.  It was like being in a dark 

hole.  I heard about Pregnancy Help, and they gave me 

the emotional and material support to get out of the 

confusion, to put aside all the obstacles that I thought I 

had and begin to take care of myself and my baby.  I do 

not have words big enough to match the work they do."    

Learn more at www.pregnancyhelpboston.org. 
 

BECOME A 

CATHOLIC! 
Are you un-Baptized?  Are you Baptized but never made first Holy Communion?  Are you an adult who was 

never Confirmed?   Were you Baptized in another faith but are now considering becoming a Catholic?  St. 

Mary’s offers an opportunity to come together in a small group to learn more about our faith.  Called R.C.I.A. 

(Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults) these sessions focus on the teachings and experience of Christ’s Church 

and prepare individuals to celebrate the Sacraments of Baptism, Confirmation and Eucharist at Easter.  You are 

invited to participate in the process with your questions, your insights and your faith story in a supportive and 

accepting setting.  Our wonderful R.C.I.A. team is waiting to give you a warm welcome.  Email 

st.marys1870@gmail.com or call 429-4427 to learn more. 
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BAD DOG,  

GOOD PEOPLE! 
 

 By Fr. Mark J. Coiro 

 

A little before the 5 PM Mass ended on Saturday, 

September 3, Crispin the Parish Pooch made a great 

escape.  Someone was walking him for me, and his 

harness snapped – apparently he had been chewing on it.   

 

Crispin took off across route 16 with several people 

running after him, and as soon as Mass ended, I became 

one of them.  Someone put an alert on Facebook, and 

pretty soon “Crispin sightings” were popping up, with 

people calling me with the latest locations.   

 

Crispin seems to have headed to the Superette area 

stores, then doubled back to run up Hollis Street to the 

High School.  He crossed the football field, ran through 

the woods, and then began a grand tour of several of the 

neighborhoods up that way.  At one point he apparently 

ran through a backyard football team gathering.  The 

players gamely gave chase, but Manchester Terriers are 

built for speed!  

 

I left my car at the High School and now on foot was 

close behind Crispin several times.  “He just ran 

between those houses a minute ago!” people would say.  

Eventually someone pulled up with word that Crispin 

had run down Prospect Street, crossed route 16 again, 

and was by the Little Folk Farm.  I jumped in their car 

and we went up route 16, then made a left to check out 

Lake Grove Cemetery.  

 

Crispin wasn’t there because it turned out he had kept 

running up the highway all the way to Summer Street, 

where he then took the rail trail back down to Mudville.  

I got a call that he was there and got dropped off to look 

and call for him.  Many other good people were doing 

the same on foot and in cars.   Crispin’s best dog friend 

Charlie was even brought to Mudville in the hopes that 

he might smell or hear her and come. 

 

In the end, Crispin ran down Fruit Street, left onto 

Church Street, and then into the rectory where I had left 

the doors open for him.  This all took just under two 

hours, during which dozens of people joined in the 

search, and many, many prayers were offered.  

Considering that Crispin has never been to most of those 

parts of town except in a car, it is pretty amazing that he 

found his way home.  It is also a miracle that he made it 

safely across some of those roads. 

 

Thank you, Saints Francis, Anthony, and Blaise, all of 

the great animal patrons for whose prayers I asked 

during the hunt. 

Thank you also 

to all those 

who so 

generously 

aided in the 

search.  It was 

a true moment 

of kindness 

and 

community, 

which showed 

the good spirit 

of both 

Holliston and 

St. Mary’s.  I 

am truly 

grateful. 

 

Ironically, the 

weekend after 

Crispin’s 

adventure, the 

Mass Gospel was about searching.  (Luke 15:1-32).  A 

woman searches for her lost coin and a shepherd 

searches for his lost sheep.  These are images of how 

God is always urgently searching for us, especially when 

we run away through sin and are following dangerous 

paths that do not lead to him.  My desperate searching 

for Crispin the week before perhaps made me appreciate 

these images in a new way. 

 

Jesus then ends that Gospel passage with the story of the 

Prodigal Son.  The Father wanted so desperately to be 

reconciled with the younger son who had abandoned 

him.  He watched every day down the road hoping to 

catch sight of his lost son, and when he saw him coming 

he ran himself to close the distance.  But the son had to 

make the first step, he had to turn towards home and his 

father in order to be found. 

 

Dozens of people were searching for Crispin on 

September 3, chasing him and calling him.  They had his 

safety and best interest at heart, but he ran from them all.  

Just so in life we cannot save those who are not ready to 

be found.  Nor can God save those who run from His 

voice.  He is always calling, always searching, always 

presenting ways to turn back to Him.  But we must 

freely choose what He offers.  We must recognize His 

love, and trust that His will is always for our lasting 

good and benefit. 

 

I left the rectory doors wide open, and when he was 

ready Crispin came home.  The doors of God’s Church, 

the doors of God’s heart, are always open.  What must I 

do to come back to Him today? 

 

God bless you. 

 



 

With Joy St. Mary’s Warmly Welcomes   

These New Families to Our Parish! 
 
The Minucci Family – David, Bridget and Theodore 

 

The Hopfinger Family - Joseph, Dineke, Barrett and Koen 

 

The Alberini Family - Karen 

 

The Swinimer Family - Bradley, Jennifer and Paige 

 

The Lohan Family - Brian, Melinda, Declan, Ronan and Delaney 

 

The Gingras Family - Paul and Susie 

 

The Matthews Family - Sean, Sara and Garrett 

 

The Ough Family - Jeremy, Melissa, Aiden and Emma  
 

The Fijacko Family - Tomislav, Samantha, Marin and Anastasia 

 

The Klimov Family - Dmitri, Stephanie and Nikolai 

 

The Hess Family - Chris, Emily and Lillian 

 

The Mulhern Family - Patrick and Kristen 

 

The Marshall Family - Andrew, Courtney, Silas and Rayea 

 

The Balarezo Family - Rodrigo, Kristina and Amara 

 

The Dello-Iacono Family - Scott, Kristina, Adriana, Olivia and Daniella 

 

The Bates Family - Christopher, Dana, Bennett and Harrison 

 

The LaPia Family - Branden, Laura, Avery and Hudson 

 

The Garland Family - Matthew, Tiffany and Griffin 

 

The Stok Family - Tyler, Kerra and Colton 

 

The Conroy Family - William, Theresa, Benjamin, Dylan and Orlaith 

 

The Vale Family - Matthew, Beata, Elias and Magdalena 

 

The Robshaw Family - Nick, Erika and Cody 

 

The Paladino Family - Michael and Sylvia 

 

The Jonasson Family - Travis, Lynn, Sydney, Riley and Callie 

 

The Belanger Family - Leopold, Paula and Rachel 

 

The Joyce Family - Kiernan, Kathryn, Elizabeth and Henry 

A PRAYER FOR  

MY PARISH 
 

Almighty God, my parish family is 

composed of people like me.   

I help make it what it is. 

 

It will be friendly, if I am.  

Its pews will be filled, if I help fill them. 

 

It will do great work, if I work.   

It will make generous gifts to many causes,  

if I am a generous giver. 

 

It will bring other people into its worship 

and fellowship, if I invite and bring them. 

 

It will be a parish family of loyalty and 

love, of fearlessness and faith, and a parish 

with a noble spirit, if I - who make it what 

it is - am filled with these same qualities. 

 

Therefore, with the help of God, I will 

dedicate myself to the task  

of being all the things that I want my 

parish to be. 

 

Bless my journey, Lord God, that I might 

build the Church through Jesus Christ our 

Lord.  Amen. 



GRADE K – 6 CHILDREN’S LITURGY OF THE 

WORD – CLOW:  Beginning on Sunday, October 16 at the 

9:30 AM family Mass leaders will offer CLOW to the little 

children each Sunday until the end of May.  The children are 

dismissed from the main assembly and led to the lower 

church hall by volunteer leaders who present the Word of 

God in the Sunday Gospel in a way that the children will 

understand.  Children are encouraged to engage and 

participate by listening to what Jesus has to tell them. 

Younger children are welcome but must be accompanied by 

their parents and be able to sit and engage in the lesson.  

 

GRADE 2 INSCRIPTION MASS – SUNDAY, OCTOBER 30 AT 4:00 PM:  Each year our Grade 2 children make 

special paper hearts in class as they learn how much Jesus loves them.  Their hearts are presented to the priest and 

inscribers during the Inscription Mass as a symbol of their love for Jesus and a promise to attend Mass with their family 

every week and faithfully come to class to prepare for the Sacraments of Penance and First Holy Communion. 

 

GRADE 4 LENTEN PROJECT:   

The wonderful class of 2021-2022 Grade 4 at  

St. Mary's Religious Education worked hard 

doing chores to earn money to send to their 

"Buddy School" St. James Prep in Uganda.  

Our friend, Fr. William Ojulo has fond 

memories of his two visits to St Mary's in the 

summers of 2017 & 2018.  It was then we 

started this fund project: student to student. It 

continues to be a wonderful lesson for both 

schools of the love of all as God' s children 

everywhere.  We were also blessed by a 

special gift from Reverend Scott Foster of the 

First Baptist Church when he heard of our 

Lenten project during a conversation 

together.  He felt it was so worthy that he 

contributed a large part of the final amount. 

Yet our smaller than usual Grade 4 class 

collected the lion's share which was more 

that twice prior years.  Grade 4; what a 

powerhouse for The Lord.  As their school 

year is opposite ours, we did not get this until 

July so I eagerly share this with all the parish. 

Be joyful that our Church is in such good 

hands.  With humble joy and thanks to Grade 

4 - Virginia Calapa "Mrs. C" Coordinator. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We Got Milk! 



“Therefore encourage one another and build one another up, 

just as you are doing.”  (1 Thes:11) 
 

WINGS Fall 2022 - Called to Relationship 

Wednesday mornings @ 9:45 AM, Father Haley Hall 

 
October 12, 2022 - The Relational Goodness of God with Reverend James Flynn. 

“We are made in God’s image and when we enter into a loving relationship with one 

another we share in God’s own nature.” (Fr. Danny Gustafson, SJ) Fr. Flynn will speak 

on the relational aspect of God - who does not exist in isolation.  He will help WINGS 

members to better understand the relational aspect of our loving God, as it connects to 

the gift of the Holy Trinity. “It is the mystery of God in himself.” (CCC 234).  Fr. Flynn 

holds a master’s degree in education and a doctorate degree in history and the philosophy 

of education from Boston College.  From 1976 to 1980 he was president of the 

Stigmatine Fathers and Brothers in the United States.  He was appointed headmaster of 

Notre Dame Preparatory School in Fitchburg in 1983 where he served until July 11, 1986 when he was named 

principal of St. Bernard Central Catholic High School, Fitchburg.  He is an adjunct professor of education at 

Framingham State College.  On June 25, 1993, he was appointed pastor of St. Matthew Parish in Southborough.  
 

October 19, 2022 - Developing a Personal Relationship with Jesus with Crista 

Mahoney.  Our 3 recent Popes remind us of the importance of developing a personal 

relationship with Christ.  Our speaker Crista will explain why Catholics are called to 

develop a personal relationship with God and how this leads us to live the fullness of 

His love in our daily lives.  In addition, Crista will share how the Eucharist is an 

important aspect of enhancing our relationship with God and his Church.  

• “Being a Christian means having a living relationship with the person of Jesus; it 

means putting on Christ, being conformed to him.” - Pope Francis 

• “Christian faith is not only a matter of believing that certain things are true, but 

above all a personal relationship with Jesus Christ.” - Pope Benedict XVI 

• “It is necessary to awaken again in believers a full relationship with Christ, mankind’s only Savior.”  

- Pope Saint John Paul II 
 

Crista Mahoney earned her Master of Divinity from Boston College School of Theology and Ministry.  She 

graduated with a BA in English from the College of the Holy Cross in 2002.  Crista then served a year with the 

Jesuit Volunteer Corps in Ashland, MT, and taught English at the Nativity School of Worcester and North 

Cambridge Catholic Cristo Rey High School before returning to graduate school.  Her professional ministry 

began in campus ministry at Emmanuel College in Boston, MA, then as the Catholic Chaplain on a multi-faith 

team at Babson College in Wellesley, MA, before returning to her alma mater to work with students on retreats 

and women’s faith sharing groups.  Crista helped co-found the Jesuit Connection young adult group with the New 

England Province of Jesuits and served on the Board for Sacred Threads in Newton, MA, a non-profit that offers 

women opportunities for spiritual nourishment, connection, and inspiration.  She and her family live in Sherborn, 

MA. 

 

WINGS: (Women in God’s Spirit) is a ministry of encouragement and enrichment for women of all ages who 

seek to deepen their Catholic faith and grow in their relationship with God and one another.  Save the Date for the 

WINGS Fall Kick Off “Called to Relationship” on Wednesday, October 12, from 9:45 to 11:15 AM in Father 

Haley Hall.  A typical meeting lasts approximately 1.5 hours and includes time for prayer, an inspiring speaker 

presentation on a relevant topic of the Catholic faith and large or small group sharing with WOMEN of ALL 

ages.  Give yourself the gift of friendship rooted in faith.  Come to WINGS!   

 

Email: stmaryswingssecretary@gmail.com to sign up or call Jennifer Schiller at 617-852-9632  

or Diane Collins at 508-259-7795 with questions. 



 
 
 
 
 
 

 
K of C COUNCIL #14224 FOURTEENTH ANNUAL CHARITY RAFFLE:  The Council is selling 

chances for our annual Charity Raffle.  Your vital support has enabled the Council to donate over $250,000 so 

far to charities including the local food pantries, Veteran’s organizations, Habitat for Humanity, Holliston 

Senior Center, and others.  Please continue to support our raffle in our efforts to aid those needing food or aid. 

Tickets will again be $5 each or a book of five tickets for $20.  Prizes from $100 to $1,000.  The Drawing will 

be held October 9.  Don’t know a Knight?  Contact Tom Anguish at stanguish@hotmail.com for tickets.  
 

MONTHLY ROSARY:  The next Rosary will be Wednesday, October 19 in the church at 7:00 PM.  The 

Rosary is open to all parishioners.  Mary, Mother of God, pray for us!   
 

MEMBERSHIP DRIVE FOR 2022:  All good St. Mary’s men eighteen and older are invited to join our 

Council.  The Knights of Columbus is the largest Catholic men’s lay organization in the world.  Our Council 

respects members limited time but needs new members to share our faith journey as Catholic men.  For 

membership information contact Grand Knight Albert Scaramella at 508-561-0584 OR 

ajscaramella@comcast.net OR you can now join ON-LINE by going to the Supreme K of C website 

kofc.org/joinus.  On-line membership allows you to obtain all K of C benefits including outstanding insurance 

plans and optional membership in our St. Mary’s Council.     
 

FAMILY & FRIENDS HISTORY-MYSTERY RALLYE:  October 9 will be a BIG 

day – for fun and charity!  Our annual charity raffle winning tickets will be drawn and 

that’s when the Knights will also be hosting a Family & Friends History-Mystery Rallye 

starting at 2:00 PM in our church parking lot, followed by a reception and prizes!  This 

should be a thoroughly enjoyable day so please join us!  Put together a team of at least 

two people (or your whole family) and compete for prizes as you follow driving 

directions leading to historic and notable places in Holliston.   

Record answers to questions about each 

landmark.   
 

This isn’t a timed event, but distance is 

important.  Get lost or make a wrong turn and 

you could lose points.  Each route starts and 

ends in St. Mary’s parking lot and only takes 

about 45 minutes.  When you return, turn in 

your answer sheet and enjoy refreshments 

with the other contestants and games for the kids until the winners 

are announced.  There are three cash prizes of $100, $50, or $25!  

The entry fee is $15 per car if paid by October 1 or $20 on the day 

of the event.  Net proceeds go to charity.   
 

To pay in advance by October 1, either send your name, address, 

and a check payable to K of C 14224 to Tom Anguish, 542 Winter 

Street, Holliston, MA  01746 OR use VENMO app and identify 

your payment as registration for History-Mystery Rallye to St. 

Mary’s Holliston K of C, @KofC14224, OR point your smart 

phone at the QR code above and go directly to our VENMO 

payment page.  

St. Mary’s Council   #14224   October, 2022  
 

“In Service to One, In Service to All.” 
 

   

 

Summer 2021  

December  2018 

 

November  2018 

 

  2018 

September  2017 

 

   2016 

 

 2015 

 

 

Knights of Columbus 

Oct. 
9 
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St. Mary’s Parish Middle School Youth Group 
Open to all 6th, 7th, & 8th Graders for Faith, Friendship, Service & Fun.   

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

                          

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

MSYG BROWNSTONE QUARRY ADVENTURE!   Friday, August 5, found forty-four St. Mary’s Middle 
School Youth Group Members enjoying Brownstone Exploration and Discovery Park in Portland, Connecticut.  The 
day was sunny and hot – perfect for swimming, rock climbing, cliff diving, zip lining, wakeboarding, and screaming 
down the huge water slides.  The tallest zip line started atop an eighty-five-foot quarry cliff, while others required 
climbing a rock wall to access.  The swimming area was dotted with giant inflatable icebergs, spaceships, and other 
objects for climbing and sliding.  Check out the photos above (or in color on the web)! 
 

MSYG FALL 2022 KICK OFF MEETING:   Sunday, October 2 from 6:30 – 8 PM in the Parish Center Hall.  
Open to any and all 6th, 7th and 8th Graders.  There will be Youth Group Registrations for the new school year, a 
Giant Slideshow of all this summer’s MSYG trips, an Ice Cream Sundae Bar, Sign Ups for our October 14 Haunted 
Mansion Trip, and most importantly - opportunities for prayer, service and growing in our knowledge and love of 
Jesus Christ.  Full details will be mailed out soon.  Bring a friend! 
 

 

 

JOIN THE ADVENTURE! 
 

A New Year of Youth Group  

Faith, Friendship, and Fun  

starts October 2,  

and YOU are invited! 



MISSION IN MISSISSIPPI 
By Owen Simpson 

 

This summer I was fortunate enough to spend a week in Gulfport, Mississippi 

dedicating time to helping the community.  Going into this St. Mary’s Mission Trip, 

I was unsure of what to expect.  I didn’t know what type of volunteering I would be 

doing, what the place we were staying at would be like, or the kind of atmosphere 

that the Mission Trip team would create.  The trip turned out to be one of the most 

fun and rewarding experiences I’ve ever had. 
 

The trip began with each person being assigned to a van group that they would 

spend the week working with.  This was a great way to build a bond with people that you usually don’t interact 

with or know well.  Throughout the week we played games within our vans and were able to help each other 

with projects at worksites we were assigned. 
 

My van was given the task of working at Mr. Willy’s house, 

an older man suffering from diabetes that would soon confine 

him to a wheelchair.  Along with another van, we spent the 

week building a new ramp so he could enter his house, 

repainting the old exterior, and putting in new floor tiles.  It 

felt great helping out someone in the community that was in 

need but the best part was seeing how thankful he was.  He 

could not believe the difference we made refurbishing the 

house and how his life would be made much easier with a 

new ramp.  At the end of the week, Mr. Willy, along with the 

people that other vans helped, came for a group wide dinner. 

Learning about the difficulty that these people face in their 

everyday lives was really eye opening and made me truly 

appreciate living in the town of Holliston.  
 



Each day after finishing helping those in the 

community, we would return to the retreat center.  

This turned out to be one of the most memorable 

parts of the trip.  The organizers of Repair and 

Replenish put a ton of time and effort into making 

sure we would get the best experience.  The meals 

were delicious and were clearly well organized, 

the games that we played were extremely 

competitive, and getting to learn about people that 

you may see in the halls but not talk to was great.  

Even spending time with people you already 

knew led to further developed relationships. 
 

A special part of the trip for everyone was 

beginning each morning with Mass.  This was a 

great way for everyone to grow in faith and learn 

lessons that would carry on with us for the rest of the day.  We would also talk about in whom or where we saw 

Jesus each day.  Many people in Mississippi talked about how they have used their faith to get them through 

hard times and encouraged us to continue to believe and do God’s work. 
 

Overall, the Mission Trip was a great experience.  I recommend to anyone that is considering the trip to go next 

year.  Everyone enjoys it and the feeling of helping those in need while building your faith is unlike any other.  I 

will definitely be going again next summer!  I also invite you to TGIF, our High School Youth Group that will 

be organizing the 2023 Mississippi Mission Trip. 

 

NEW SCHOOL 

YEAR, NEW 

NAME, NEW 

HIGH SCHOOL 

YOUTH GROUP!   
 

 

All teens in Grades 9 through 12 are invited to 

the first TGIF Meeting of the year,  
 

Sunday, October 16, from 7:15-8:45 PM 

in Fr. Haley Hall. 
 

Bring $5 dues and bring a friend!  Snacks will 

be provided.  Any questions-reach out to 

Theresa at Stmarysym1870@gmail.com.     
 

At this meeting we will have signups for the 

first trip of the year, the Davis Farm Mega 

Maze, Saturday, October 22.  Save the date 

and brave the maze! 

Mega Maze! 

mailto:Stmarysym1870@gmail.com


SUMMER HIKING:  Six Scouts and four leaders hiked the twin 

peaks of North and South Hancock in the White Mountains on July 

30.  The last .7 miles to and from the summit of this seven-mile 

hike were some of the most challenging that these Scouts have seen.  

This event was open to the Troop and was part of the training for 

their High Adventure trip. 
 

HIGH ADVENTURE:  Five 

Scouts and two leaders 

completed their annual High 

Adventure Trip August 17-22 

in the Adirondacks High 

Peaks Wilderness.  In 

preparation for this, they met 

to discuss meal/nutrition planning, wilderness first aid and other 

important skills to survive on their own in the woods.  
 

The Troop went on a 3-day backpacking trek, carrying all of their 

food, clothing, and shelter, as they summited New York’s highest 

mountain, Mount Marcy, and several other peaks in the great range.  

These peaks were very challenging and at times, they were required 

to scale cliffs and descend steep, rocky trails.  The packs they were 

carrying weighed an average of 40 pounds including the bear 

canisters that were needed to keep bears away at nighttime.   
 

It was well worth it though, as the views from the top were stunning 

and the boys have earned a sense of accomplishment that will help 

them through other challenges they face.  After the backpacking 

trek was completed, the Troop spent a day white water rafting down 

the Hudson River for a 17-mile adventure that included swimming, 

jumping off a 12 foot rock in the middle of the river, and rafting 

upriver underneath a large rapid.  On the final day, the Troop visited Fort William Henry on Lake George and learned more 

about our colonial history, and they got to see a real musket and cannon be fired. 

 

The High Adventure program is intended for Scouts who are at least 13 years old and have attained the Rank of First Class.  

These adventure trips are more challenging, both physically and mentally, and are intended to give the younger Scouts 

something to look forward to and they keep the older Scouts challenged and engaged. 
 

We began our Scouting year on September 12 and look forward to many adventures, service projects, opportunities for the 

Scouts to develop new leadership skills, and having a lot of fun together.   If you are in sixth grade or above and are 

interested in learning more about Boy Scouts, please email the Scoutmaster chris_baribeau2000@yahoo.com.     

 

 

 

 

 

Troop 14 Holliston 
 

Boy Scouts of America 

St. Mary’s Parish * October, 2022 
 

Meetings: Monday Nights 7:00 - 8:30 PM 
 

Contact: Chris Baribeau, Scoutmaster 

 508.579.4357 
 

Email:  Troop14Holliston@yahoo.com 
 

If interested in joining Troop 14, contact the 

Scoutmaster.  It is an ideal organization for Boys   

in sixth grade or above. 
 

2022-2023:  The Troop meets weekly during the 

school-year, Mondays from 7-8:30 PM.   
 

Coming this Fall:  Mt. Lafayette Hike & Campout 

(October), Turkey Roast & Campout at Holliston 

Sportsman Association (November). 
 

mailto:chris_baribeau2000@yahoo.com
mailto:Troop14Holliston@yahoo.com


Cross Walk:  

Why the “Our Father” Makes Me Cry 
 
Every Sunday, climbing the steps to the church, 
memories of Sundays past make me smile.  With 
each genuflect, sign of the cross, smell of incense 
or the flicker of a candle, I am once again a little girl 
dressed in my black Maryjane shoes that Mom 
picked out at Kinney’s, just for Sundays.  
 
I can see my father motioning toward a pew and 
the seven of us shuffling in quietly, finding our 
space.  Pulling the kneelers down, we’d close our 
eyes and say hello to God, each in our own way; 
some deep in contemplation, others pushing back 
onto the seat after a quick sign of the cross.  
I’d sometimes turn to my side and see six heads 
bowed, hands folded, except of course the two 
boys jabbing each other as my mother hushed with 
a finger to her lips. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
         
           Mom and Dad on their 50th wedding anniversary. 

 
There was a physical closeness we found at church 
that we seldom found elsewhere - the seven 
Monsons tightly lined up, our elbows or hips 
accidentally touching as we’d shift in the pew.  
And then there was the occasional cherished 
moment when Mom would lift her arm around my 
shoulder or curl her hand around mine and leave it 
there for a short while.  As a child, perhaps it was 

to teach me to sit still and later, simply a mother 
seeing her kids grow and needing them close. 
 
Though there were times when we would have 
rather been home parked in front of the tv in our 
pajamas, there was something familiar, safe, even 
special that we discovered in the holy stillness of 
the church.  A brief wave of the hand as we met 
neighbor’s eyes and smiled, listening to the chant 
of the priest’s prayers or the choir voices floating 
down from the loft made Mass feel like home.  
These weekly sacred hours became the score to 
many chapters of my life.  
 

-My First Communion, where I felt like a little bride 
wearing my mother’s pearl tiara, my new white 
gloves and shoes, anticipating what it would be like 
to receive our Lord for the first time. 
 

-Being very distracted from the full meaning of my 
Confirmation, worried that Marianne Heckler had 
picked out the same dress with embroidered white 
daisies - and wondering if people would notice as 
we stood next to each other.   
 

-Slipping my hand through my father’s arm on my 
wedding day to calm him as the organ announced 
the doors opening wide.  The overwhelming 
emotion I felt, step by slow step walking toward 
Scott, my future, and all the wonder this moment 
would bring.  
 

-Cradling each of my infants over the Baptismal 
font, as the silver pitcher dripped holy water three 
times on their soft peach fuzz heads.  Crying 
because it was the beginning of sharing my beloved 
faith with them. 
 

And finally, the funerals: 
-At age 11, seeing my funny, smiling Grampie at his 
wake laying so very still.  Not fully understanding, 
but learning about all the holy reverence and ritual, 
the smell of incense and music that helped us say 
goodbye.  
 

-Forty-odd years later, my father’s urn on a table by 
the altar, draped in a rosary with a framed photo of 
him happy at sea by its side.  We listened to a 
touching and at times amusing homily, heartfelt 
words from his son and then processed with the urn  



under the breezy blue sky to his marble resting 
place where my nephew tenderly placed a fishing 
lure and a card that said, “I love you,” in the vault 
before it was sealed.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

                    From my father’s funeral 
 
These days, I sit alone in the pew with these and 
many other memories as my companions.  Each 
part of the Mass is familiar and comforting.  But it 
is during the “Our Father” that I can feel my 
parents right beside me again.  
 

“Let us pray in the words our Savior gave us,” 
When I close my eyes, my own hands folded in 
prayer, seem to disappear.  
 

“Our father, who art in heaven…” 
I can once again see my father sitting on the walker 
to my left.  He slips his hand around mine.  The soft 
skin feeling too tender for such a large hardworking 
man.  My hand is swallowed up in his…holding me 
tight.  On my right, my mother’s slender fingers 
with freshly polished peach nails reach for mine 
with a glance and a smile.  They are thin and cold 
and tremble a bit, but the love and connection are 
strong.  The three of us are once again connected 
over the ethos and I weep. 

“For thine is the kingdom, the power and the 
glory forever and ever. Amen” 
With these last words, I feel them lift their hands in 
unison to the heavens and mine gratefully follow.  I 
squeeze my hands together, just as we always did 
when they were here - a quick sign of love before 
letting our hands go.  Even now, I am moved to see 
families in front of me stopping to hold hands, to 
connect in prayer.  
 
With Covid, things have changed.  I wave from a 
distance but remember the gentle hugs of peace 
our family had shared.  The sometimes-silly smiles 
us kids had as we reached out our hands to each 
other.  My mother pulling me close and whispering 
in my ear, “Peace be with you, my darling.”  And 
my father, “Peace be with you. Love you honey.”  
 
I don’t think my parents really understood the gift 
they gave us.  Attending Mass was what our family 
did together each week, even when we were on 
vacation, or when it felt as though one more thing 
to do was too much.  These memories have made 
all the difference to me.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                  
                      
                    L-R: Mom, Me and my Dad 
 
Perhaps, one day your children or grandchildren 
will be missing you, and the memories you fostered 
at Mass may thankfully help to bring you closer to 
them again, like mine did for me.  
 

Walking in His name, Cathy Stenquist 



 

           ADULT FAITH RESOURCES   
                   OCTOBER 2022 
 

SUNDAY READINGS:  A number of the readings over the next several weeks of 

Ordinary Time may be somewhat familiar.  For instance, we will hear the parable of 
the rich man and Lazarus (September 25), the telling of the cure of Naaman the 
leper (October 9), and the story of Zacchaeus, the tax collector who climbed a tree 
to see Jesus (October 30).  We will also hear a continuous reading of the Second 

Letter of St. Paul to his friend and young protégé, Timothy.  Over the five Sundays of October, we will hear 
St. Paul encourage Timothy to put to good use the gifts that he has been given and to guard the rich 
trust—the word of God—that he has been given with the help of the Holy Spirit.  Timothy, and we, will be 
reminded that the Lord will stand by us and give us strength so that we can proclaim God’s word to all who 
will hear it.  You can prepare for the Sunday readings at https://liturgy.slu.edu/. 
 

“JUST” WONDERING:  The Archdiocesan Social Justice Ministry office sponsors an annual Justice 

Convocation. This year’s Convocation will be presented virtually, and free of charge, on Saturday,    
October 22 from 10:00 AM to 12:30 PM and focus on the global refugee crisis.  The program will include 
presentations by Sean Callahan, CEO of Catholic Relief Services and Marjean Perhot, Director of Refugee 
and Immigration Services for Catholic Charities (Archdiocese of Boston).  We will learn practical ways that 
parishes and individuals can help assist in this time of crisis.  You can register at https://bit.ly/SJregister. 
 

WORLD DAY OF MIGRANTS AND REFUGEES:  September 25, the last Sunday in 

September, is the day the Church sets aside to remember the migrants and refugees in our 
world.  The Vatican’s website tells us that this Sunday “is always an occasion to express 
concern for different vulnerable people on the move; to pray for them as they face many 
challenges; and to increase awareness about the opportunities that migration offers”.  You can download 
Pope Francis’ message for the World Day of Migrants and Refugees, as well as view other resource 
materials for this day at  https://bit.ly/MigrantsPF.  
 

RESPECT LIFE MONTH:  October is commonly called Respect Life Month in the US Catholic Church. On 

the US Bishops’ website (https://www.usccb.org/respectlife), we find the following: “Every October, we 
consider more deeply why every human life is valuable and reflect on how to build a culture that protects 
life from conception to natural death.”  Addressing issues including and in addition to those presented on 
the Bishops’ Respect Life website, the late Cardinal Bernadin gave a lecture at St. Louis University in March 
1984 in which he continued the conversation about the Seamless Garment/Consistent Ethic of Life which 
he began in December 1983 (https://bit.ly/BernadinSeamless).  Here is an Australian Catholic newspaper 
article that address the Catholic nature of the Seamless Garment teaching (https://bit.ly/GarciaSeamless).  
 

EQUAL JUSTICE INITIATIVE:  The Equal Justice Initiative webpage (https://eji.org/) provides 

information about racial justice, children in prison, mass incarceration and the death penalty.  According to 
its website, EJI, founded by Bryan Stevenson, the author of Just Mercy, “is committed to ending mass 
incarceration and excessive punishment in the United States, to challenging racial and economic injustice, 
and to protecting basic human rights for the most vulnerable people in American society”. 
 

PRAYER:  Adoration, or praise, is the first type of prayer highlighted by the ACTS acronym.  On the Hallow 

website (https://bit.ly/HallowACTS), we are invited to “be filled with wonder at Who God is and how He 
desires to be with [us], always”.  This is the essence of adoration and praise: to know that our God is 
“awesome” and that God both created and lovingly reigns over the whole world and our hearts, wanting 
to be near us and the whole of creation.                                                                                                     -–Leo Racine                          
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