
 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

WELCOME 
FATHER SALMAN! t

This past August, 
Father Issa, the Pastor 
of our Sister Parish in 
Palestine, was assigned 
to the Latin Seminary in 
Beit Jala.  We warmly 
welcome his successor, 
Father Salman, as the 
new Pastor of Our Lady 
of Fatima Parish in Beit 
Sahour.  Father Salman 
sent us these two 
greetings. 

Dear Father Mark, 
Thank you very much for 
your kind congratulations 
and for your prayers for 
me and our Parish in Beit 
Sahour.  Yes, for sure we 
will continue the tradition 
of offering our First Friday 
Mass Intention for your 
parish.  I am very grateful 
for your prayers for us at 
every weekend Mass. 
Thank you also for the 
support you give to our 
school children and for the 
friendship between our 
parishes.  Please keep us 
in your prayers during 
these difficult times. 

TO ST. MARY’S PARISHIONERS FROM FR. SALMAN 

Dear Brothers and Sisters of St. Mary’s Parish, 

My name is Father Louis Salman.  I was ordained a priest four years ago, on 
August 12, 2021.  In 2023, I was appointed as the Youth Chaplain for Palestine, 
and just recently I became the Pastor of Our Lady of Fatima in Beit Sahour. 

I have a great passion for youth pastoral ministry, and I dream of seeing our 
young people grow into future leaders of the Church.  I believe this requires both 
grace and effort, and I am committed to walking with them in this mission. 

Before entering the seminary, I graduated from PSUT University in Jordan, where 
I studied Computer Graphics and Animation.  Because of this background, I also 
have a strong interest in social media, which I now try to use for evangelization. 

I am very happy to be part of this special relationship between our two parishes. 
I thank you for your prayers and support, and I promise to keep you all in my 
prayers as well. 

I hope to meet you one day soon.  God bless you. 

Father Louis Salman 

General Chaplain of the Youth in Palestine 
& Parish Priest of Our Lady of Fatima Church  - Beit Sahour 
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St. Mary’s Parish Newsletter   
October, 2025 ~ Volume 51, Number 8 
 

 

St. Mary’s Parish  

8 Church Street  

Holliston, MA  01746 
 

Rectory:  429-4427 
 
 

Religious Education Center:  429-6076  
 

Music Program:  429-6076 
 

Religious Education Email: st.marysre1870@gmail.com  
   

Parish Email Address: st.marys1870@gmail.com 
 

Website: www.stmarysholliston.com       
 

Mission:  “To Know Christ and to Make Him Known!” 

 

LETTING IT 

SHINE!  In Luke 8:16-18,  

Jesus says that a lamp is lit not to be hidden, but to be 

placed where all can see it and receive its light.  On 

Saturday, September 20, St. Mary’s was a bright and 

visible presence at the annual Celebrate Holliston 

celebration.  Shown below center and right, Kate 

McGovern and Henry Hayes were among the parishioners 

who helped to shine the Lord’s Presence into the event.  

They did a great job representing us and talking about our 

mission trip.  People were amazed by the size of our Youth 

Programs and the number of different towns from which 

our parishioners come.  We gave away many business cards 

and other flyers, and hosted a kid’s Christian Crafts Table, 

which the little ones loved.  Special thanks to Sarah Kane 

and Lisa Dufault for their great efforts organizing the day!   
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

teens shining  was an amazing night of food, friendship, 

live music, and celebration!  What a joy to have Country 

Singer Shanna Jackman with us.  Shanna sang her heart 

out, danced with the kids, and even let some of them sing 

along with her on her silver sequined microphone.  Did you 

know that Shanna was Baptized right here in Holliston?!  
 

Real saddles and rideable toy horses, courtesy of Linda and 

Devin Scruton, were a hit with the little ones, while bales of 

straw, antique soda bottles with carnations, and red and 

white checked country table runners completed the décor. 
 

As always, St. Mary’s Knights of Columbus served the 

delicious, fresh barbecued food - not an easy job with over 

200 parishioners in attendance!  Thank you also to the 

parish teens who ran the beverage bar, and to all who made 

this a night to remember.  More pics on the Newsletter 

cover! 

mailto:st.marysre1870@gmail.com
mailto:st.marys1870@gmail.com
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FROM THE 

PASTOR’S DESK 
 

  

Dear Good People of St. Mary’s, 

 

October is a beautiful and grace-filled time in the 

life of the Church.  It is the Month of the Holy 

Rosary, a devotion deeply loved by the saints and 

encouraged by Our Blessed Mother herself.  

 

In a world that often feels burdened by conflict, 

noise, and uncertainty, the Rosary is a gentle and 

powerful anchor.  With each Hail Mary, we place 

ourselves into the rhythm of grace.  We meditate on 

the life of Jesus through the eyes of His Mother, and 

we come to know the peace that only God can give. 

 

St. Padre Pio, who loved the Rosary dearly, once 

said:  “Love the Madonna and pray the Rosary, for 

her Rosary is the weapon against the evils of the 

world today.” 

 

That “weapon” is not one of violence, but of love, 

intercession, and spiritual strength.  When we pray 

the Rosary, we invite Mary into our struggles.  We 

ask her to carry our families, our parishes, our 

nation, and our own hearts closer to her Son.  

I want to encourage you this month, to find a quiet 

place each day - even just ten minutes - and let the 

Rosary be your prayer.  If you’re already praying it 

regularly, deepen your devotion.  If you’ve drifted 

from it, now is the perfect time to return.  Families, 

please consider praying a decade together each 

evening.  You’ll be amazed what peace it brings 

into your home. 

October is also Respect Life Month, when we as a 

Church renew our unwavering commitment to the 

dignity of every human life - from conception to 

natural death.  In a culture where life is often treated 

as disposable or conditional, we must be witnesses 

of a different way - a way of reverence, mercy, and 

sacrificial love. 

 

Let us not forget that defending life is about people. 

Real people.  The unborn, yes, but also the 

struggling single parent, the immigrant, the elderly 

neighbor, the child with special needs, the prisoner, 

the addict, the lonely.  To be pro-life is to see Christ 

in everyone - especially in those who cannot speak 

for themselves. 

 

May Mary, Our Lady of the Rosary, intercede for us 

this October.  And may we all come more and more 

to reverence God’s precious gift of life. 

 

In His Service and Yours, 
 

Rev. Mark J. Coiro 

 
 

GOOD LUCK 

FATHER ISSA! 
 

As you will have read on the 

Newsletter cover, our friend 

Fr. Issa has left our Sister 

Parish in Beit Sahour to take 

on a new assignment at the Latin Seminary in Beit 

Jala.  Five years ago, changes in Israeli law forced 

the minor seminary there to close.  Happily, it is 

now reopening.  Fr. Issa had worked previously at 

the minor seminary and is working now with other 

priests to re-establish and reorganize it.  He is also 

teaching Biblical Wisdom Books at the major 

seminary, and Religion at Bethlehem University.  

May God bless him in his new ministry! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

What is the Latin Minor Seminary?  The Minor 

Seminary brings together young people, from all 

regions of the diocese, who are interested in 

exploring a vocation to the priesthood.  Students in 

grades 9 through 12 are given a traditional academic 

formation and are gradually introduced to a life 

centered on prayer, community, and discernment. 

The rigorous academics in the minor seminary, 

along with the spiritual and human formation which 

the seminarians receive, prepares them to enter the 

major seminary or to pursue other studies. 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 
 

BABYSHOWER  

FOR THE UNBORN 
October 4 & 5 at all Masses.  Please bring new baby items and clothes to 

Mass and place them in or around the baby stroller in the sanctuary.  These 

gifts will directly assist mothers in crisis pregnancies through the Pregnancy 

Help program of our Archdiocese.  Thank you for supporting families and 

babies in their time of need!  A Pregnancy Help Client Testimonial:  "When I 

got pregnant I felt lonely, desperate, and confused.  I found myself pregnant 

with no husband, no family, no money, no house and maybe no job.  It was like being in a dark hole.  I heard 

about Pregnancy Help, and they gave me the emotional and material support to get out of the confusion, to put 

aside all the obstacles that I thought I had and begin to take care of myself and my baby.  I do not have words 

big enough to match the work they do."  Learn more at www.pregnancyhelpboston.org.  
 

 

NEW ALTAR 

SERVER CLASS 
Any parish youth currently in grades 4 - 12 

may study to become an Altar Server.  Just 

bring the youth accompanied by a parent 

with your family calendar to this planning 

meeting - Sunday, October 19 from  

7 - 7:30 PM in the Church.  Also, please 

email Patty Baribeau to indicate your 

interest:  st.marys.altarserver@gmail.com. 

 

 

BLESSING OF THE ANIMALS 
Sunday, October 26 at 1:30 PM.  Parishioners are invited to bring their pets to  

Father Haley Hall as we celebrate the Church’s Rite of the Blessing of Animals.  

Each pet will receive an individual blessing as we ask God’s protection for our 

animal friends and remember that all living things are precious to Him.  This 

blessing takes place in October as St. Francis of Assisi’s Feast Day is this month, 

and he had a special love of the furred, finned and feathered creatures of the earth. 

“If you wish to know the true character of a person, observe the way they treat the 

animals.”  - St. Francis  

http://www.pregnancyhelpboston.org/


OCTOBER IS UPON US!  OUR RELIGIOUS EDUCATION CLASSES 

WILL BEGIN ON SUNDAY, OCTOBER 5.    
    

CLASS START DATES FOR ALL GRADES IN OCTOBER, 2025 

 
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

COR ~ ST. MARY’S FAITH 

ENRICHMENT PROGRAM  

FOR MEN.  
 

Cor, St. Mary’s faith enrichment program for men, 

kicked off its second season on September 11, focusing 

on the theme of God’s salvific plan for us.  The more 

than twenty men who attended the meeting were 

presented with an excellent overview of the salvific 

story as set forth in the Old Testament, from Adam and 

Eve to Jacob and Joseph.  The presentation was followed by insightful discussions about how and 

where God is leading us, where we see Him in our daily lives, forgiveness and self-sacrifice. 
 

We are looking forward to our next Cor meeting on Thursday, October 9, from 7 - 9 PM.   That night we will continue to 

explore how God’s plan to save mankind is expressed in the Old Testament, focusing on the time period from Exodus to 

King Solomon.  All men of St. Mary’s parish age 18 and older are encouraged to join us for faith enrichment, bible study, 

catechesis, prayer and brotherhood.  For more information, contact StMarysCor@gmail.com. 

 

 

 

GRADE  START   

  DATE 

          SESSION  

    DAY AND TIME 

TEACHER    

    NEEDS 

                  SUNDAY  

CGS-A* Oct. 5 8:00 to 9:15 AM         1 

CGS-B* Oct. 19 8:00 to 9:15 AM         1  

GR-1 Oct. 19 8:10 to 9:20 AM         2 

GR-2 Oct. 5 8:10 to 9:20 AM Filled 

GR-2 Oct. 5 10:45 AM to Noon         1 

GR-3 Oct. 5 7:55 to 9:25 AM         2 

GR-3 Oct. 5 10:45 AM to 12:15 PM         2 

GR-4 Oct. 19 10:45 AM to 12:15 PM         2 

GR-5 Oct. 19 10:45 AM to 12:15 PM         2 

GR-6 Oct. 19 4:00 to 5:30 PM         1    

         MONDAY  

   GR-8 Oct. 6 7:00 to 8:30 PM Filled 

  TUESDAY  

GR-3 Oct. 7 4:00 to 5:30 PM         3 

GR-4 Oct. 7 4:00 to 5:30 PM         2 

GR-5 Oct. 7 4:00 to 5:30 PM         2 

GR-6 Oct. 21 4:00 to 5:30 PM         2 

GR-7 Oct. 7 7:00 to 8:30 PM         4 

GR-9/10 Oct. 28 7:00 to 8:30 PM         2 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

GRADE 

 

START 

 DATE 

SESSION 

DAY AND TIME 
TEACHER    

 NEEDS 

     WEDNESDAY  

GR-2 Oct. 8 4:15 to 5:30 PM        1 

GR-4 Oct. 8 4:00 to 5:30 PM        2 

GR-5 Oct. 8 4:00 to 5:30 PM        2 

GR-7 Oct. 8 7:00 to 8:30 PM        2 

GR-9/10 Oct. 29 7:00 to 8:30 PM        2 

  THURSDAY  

GR-8 Oct. 9 7:00 to 8:30 PM        1 

 

* Catechesis of the Good Shepherd:  There will be 

two separate groups of children alternating on an 

alternate two-week schedule.  Our CGS Coordinator will 

notify the families of their child’s Sunday schedule.  
 

MONITORS ARE NEEDED AND VITAL TO OUR 

PROGRAM:  If you can volunteer one 90 minute slot 

once a month we will be very grateful for your time 

helping to keep the students safe.  Thank you!  Volunteer 

online on our website: https://stmarysholliston.com/. 

 

        

mailto:StMarysCor@gmail.com
https://stmarysholliston.com/


 

OCTOBER ~ MONTH OF  

THE GUARDIAN ANGELS 
 

October is the Month of the Guardian Angels because the 

Catholic Church celebrates the Feast of the Holy Guardian 

Angels on October 2.  This day highlights the belief that God 

assigns a spiritual protector to each person from birth to guide 

and defend them throughout their lives.  The observance, 

established by Pope Clement X in 1670, serves as a reminder 

to be aware of and thankful for the constant, watchful presence 

of these heavenly beings, who are instruments of God's care 

and protection.   

 

ANGELS IN THE LIGHT OF FAITH  

- by Rev. R. Baldau  
 

Far from being sentimental or decorative figures, the angels are 

real, powerful, spiritual beings created by God.  They are 

messengers of His glory and servants of His providence.  

Sacred Scripture resounds with their presence: from the 

cherubim guarding Eden, to Gabriel’s annunciation to Mary, to 

the angels attending Christ in the desert and strengthening Him 

in Gethsemane.   
 

But among all the choirs of angels, the Guardian Angels are uniquely close to us.  As the Catechism teaches, 

“From its beginning until death, human life is surrounded by their watchful care and intercession” (CCC 336). 

They are not only messengers, but guardians - appointed by God to walk beside each one of us on the 

pilgrimage of life. 
 

You have a guardian angel.  Right now.  Whether you are nine years old or ninety, whether you are filled with 

joy or burdened by sorrow, whether your prayer feels strong or dry, your angel is beside you.   
 

There is a beautiful, mystical tradition in the Church that likens the guardian angel to a “flame of divine light,” 

subtle, hidden, and pure.  They do not draw attention to themselves; rather, like all true servants of the Lord, 

they point us toward Him.  They stir our hearts to prayer, nudge us away from temptation, and whisper words of 

courage when we falter.  They intercede for us with the God Who made them. 
 

Have you ever had an inexplicable sense that you were being “protected” or “guided”?  Perhaps a sudden 

change of plans saved you from danger.  Perhaps you narrowly escaped an accident.  Or maybe you simply felt 

unexpected peace during a time of distress.  These moments may be signs of your angel at work - not as a 

fantasy, but as a profound reality of God’s personal care for your soul. 
 

Saint Padre Pio, who spoke freely of his own guardian angel, once said, “Invoke your guardian angel, that he 

will illuminate you and guide you.  God has given him to you for this reason.  Therefore, use him!” 
 

So how do we honor our guardian angels?  We begin with gratitude.  Every day, offer a simple “thank you” to 

your angel.  Speak to him as you would to a trusted friend.  Begin the day with the traditional prayer: 
 

Angel of God, my guardian dear, 

to whom God’s love commits me here, 

ever this day be at my side, 

to light and guard, to rule and guide.  Amen. 
 

 

 

 



 

Second, let us listen more deeply.  In our noisy, distracted world, the quiet voice of our guardian angel can be 

easily drowned out.  Make space for silence.  Pay attention to those gentle urgings of the heart, especially the 

ones that call you toward virtue, toward reconciliation, and toward acts of mercy.  Your angel is always 

whispering the will of God. 
 

Finally, we must ask our angels to help us grow in holiness.  The angel does not merely guard our safety, but 

guards our soul.  His greatest desire is to lead us to Heaven, to accompany us to the Beatific Vision where we 

will one day, God willing, see him face to face, no longer invisible, but resplendent in God’s glory. 
 

In a world that often feels chaotic and uncertain, the Feast of the Guardian Angels reminds us that we are never 

alone.  God’s providence enfolds us in ways seen and unseen.  “He has commanded His angels concerning 

you,” not only to protect your body, but to safeguard your soul.  To guide you toward His eternal embrace. 
 

May this October be a time of renewed trust in God’s closeness.  May your heart awaken to the quiet presence 

of your guardian angel.  And may your soul grow more attentive to the heavenly light that walks beside you, 

day and night, until the journey is complete. 
 

 

OUR PARISH GUARDIAN - by Parishioner Jane Lebak 
 

We celebrated the Feast of the Archangels Michael, Gabriel, and Raphael on 

September 29, and the Feast of the Guardian Angels on October 2.  I hope you’ve 

thanked your guardian angel today for help and protection.  In St. Faustina’s Diary of 

Divine Mercy, Notebook II, passage 630, she writes: 
 

“Then I saw one of the spirits near me, radiant as at other times, under a form of light.  

I constantly saw him beside me while I was riding the train.  I saw an angel standing 

on every church we passed, but surrounded by a light which was paler than that of the 

spirit who was accompanying me on the journey, and each of these spirits who were 

guarding the churches bowed his head to the spirit who was near me.” 
 

St. Faustina believed that each parish has a guardian angel.  Did you know that?  Saint Mary’s just celebrated 

her 150th anniversary in 2020.  In more than a century and a half, our parish’s guardian would have seen priests 

come and go, seen the building grow, and helped a community form.   
 

Our parish’s guardian may have witnessed an individual be baptized, receive First Holy Communion, get 

married, and eventually have their funeral. 
 

When someone slipped into the church to cry, mid-crisis, that angel would have prayed with her.  When a 

couple arrived with a new baby, that angel would have rejoiced with them. 
 

Whenever the parish struggled, we would have been the constant focus of this angel’s prayers.  Our parish 

guardian would have guided St. Mary’s from its beginnings as a mission church out of Milford to a freestanding 

parish and a building complex with indoor plumbing, electricity, heating, pre-programmed bells, carpet, and a 

sound system. 
 

Through all those changes, that angel’s assignment has remained the same: to protect the parish and help us 

draw closer to God. 
 

During this time of year when we remember angels, let’s also remember the guardian angel of Saint Mary’s 

Parish.  The next time you’re at Mass, thank God for assigning us such an amazing guardian…and then say 

thank you to the angel. 
 

In the quiet rhythm of Ordinary Time, the Feasts of the Angels open a hidden window into the eternal mystery 

that surrounds us: God’s love made present through the silent ministry of these eternal, spiritual beings. 
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G E T H E R I N  F A I T H

stmaryswingssecretary
@gmail.com

scan for Facebook 

Email us or drop in to a 
meeting.  Member suggested 
dues are $20/season (all are 
welcome regardless of ability 
to pay).

SCHEDULE (SPEAKERS TBA)

You’re invited to our Fall program 
meeting on Wednesdays 9:45 - 
11:15 AM October 8 through 
November 12! 

J O I N  W I N G S  T H I S  F A L L :  O C T .  8  -  N O V .  1 2 !

Join from anywhere on Zoom
(being local or a parishioner is not
required!) or come in person - free
babysitting is available! 

2 0 2 5  F a l l  P r o g r a m

Spiritualities of the
Catholic Church

Oct. 22: “Sharing the Fruits of
Contemplation - the Dominicans”

Oct. 8: “Spiritualities of the
Catholic Church—An
introduction”

Oct. 15: “God’s Word leads to
Truth - the Benedictines”

Oct. 29: “Simplicity Leads to
Holiness - the Franciscans”

Nov. 5: “Finding God in All Things
- the Jesuits”

Nov. 12: “Love Conquers All - the
Augustinians”

CONTACT US



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

SILVER ROSE 

PRESENTATION AUGUST 21:  

The Council sponsored the Silver 

Rose in honor of our Lady of 

Guadalupe.  Deacon Ron 

Dowding led the participants in 

the litany for the sanctity of life.  

In his sermon on pro-life, he 

talked about fear being the main 

reason why abortions occur.  

Deacon Ron described how fear of 

responsibility, financial hardship, 

housing, and relationships can 

result in tragic decisions. 

Participants recited the Rosary 

and prayed for an end to 

abortions.  The Knights of 

Columbus Honor Guard from 

McSweeney Assembly of 

Westboro accompanied the Silver 

Rose.  
 

THE CENTER YARD SALE:  Council Knights helped the Center conduct its annual fund raiser on September 6. 

Knights set up the various sale items, directed traffic, loaded cars, and helped sell items.  Knight Bill Heuer was the event 

coordinator for the Council.  
 

 

HONORS DINNER FOR PAST GRAND 

KNIGHT AND CHARITY RAFFLE LEADER:  

Grand Knight Tom Brodo chaired an honors dinner 

for Past Grand Knight Al Scaramella and Knight 

Tom Anguish, Charity Raffle leader, on September 

13 at the 45 Restaurant.  Al and Tom have dedicated 

many hours of service over the past 18 years in 

Council leadership roles. 

 
 

DIVINE MERCY SHRINE BUS TRIP:  The Council will sponsor this trip to Stockbridge on Monday, October 6.  We 

currently have a full bus but are forming a wait list.  The trip includes lunch at the Red Lion Inn and then an afternoon at 

the Shrine on Eden Hill.  Grand Knight Tom Brodo and Knights Deacon Ron Dowding and Mitch Liro are the leaders for 

this Jubilee Year Pilgrimage. 
 

MONTHLY ROSARY:  The next Rosary will be Wednesday, October 15, in the church at 7:00 PM.  Any and all 

persons are welcome to attend.  As quoted in the March, 2017 Columbia magazine, “Knights need to be men of prayer.”   
 

MEMBERSHIP DRIVE FOR 2025:  For membership information contact Grand Knight Tom Brodo at 

StMarysHollistonKofC@gmail.com OR you can now join ON-LINE by going to the Supreme K of C website 

kofc.org/joinus.  Our Council respects members limited time but desires new members to share our faith, present 

innovative ideas, and be part of our journey as Roman Catholic men.  
 

St. Mary’s Council   #14224   October, 2025 
 

“In Service to One, In Service to All.” 
 

   

 

Summer 2021  

December  2018 

 

November  2018 

 

  2018 

September  2017 

 

   2016 

 

 2015 

 

 

Knights of Columbus 



“Game On - But God First!” 
Raising Faithful Athletes in a Sports Obsessed Culture.   

 

There’s something undeniably good about sports.  We see it when our children lace 

up their cleats with excitement, when teammates cheer one another on, and when a 

hard-fought game ends in sincere sportsmanship.  Sports teach discipline, 

teamwork, perseverance, and even humility.  They can be a gift from God, a way 

for the body to glorify the Creator. 
 

But like any good thing, sports must be ordered properly.  When they begin to take priority over 

worship, over the Lord’s Day, or over the spiritual formation of our children, they become disordered.  In recent years, this 

has become an all-too-common dilemma: weekend sports tournaments, early Sunday games, travel leagues that leave no 

room for Mass. 
 

So let’s ask the hard but important question: Are we raising Catholic athletes, or athletic Catholics?  The Catechism is 

clear: “The Sunday Eucharist is the foundation and confirmation of all Christian practice… Those who deliberately fail in 

this obligation commit a grave sin.” (CCC 2181)  This isn’t just a “rule of the Church.”  It’s an expression of love.  The 

Mass is where we meet the Risen Christ.  It’s where Heaven touches Earth.  When we skip it for soccer or baseball, we’re 

teaching our kids (intentionally or not) that God is optional and worldly success is ultimate.  That message can echo in 

their hearts long after the final whistle blows. 
 

As one Catholic mom, Jennifer, shared: “We let sports push out Mass for about a year.  My husband and I justified it, 

’God understands.’  But slowly, we saw our kids becoming indifferent to faith.  When we made Mass non-negotiable 

again, it was hard at first… but now they know: God comes first.” 
 

If you’re navigating this challenge, you’re not alone, and you’re not without options.  Here are some practical ways to 

prioritize Mass while still allowing your child to enjoy sports: 
 

1. Plan ahead.  Look up Mass times before registering for a tournament.  Many parishes offer vigil Masses on Saturday 

evening or late Sunday options.  Apps like “MassTimes.org” or “Catholic Mass Times” are a lifesaver. 

2. Set expectations early.  When you register your child for a team, let the coach know: “Our family attends Mass every 

Sunday.  We’ll make every effort to be at games, but worship comes first.”  Most coaches respect a family that lives its 

values. 

3. Be consistent.  If Mass becomes “optional” during sports season, kids notice.  But when they see faith lived with 

integrity, they absorb that too.  As Michael, a father of four, put it: “My son once asked, ‘Dad, do you think missing one 

game matters?’  I told him: Not as much as missing Jesus.” 

4. Be creative, not complacent.  Sometimes you might need to attend an unfamiliar parish while on the road or go to a 

7:00 AM Mass before a game.  Is it inconvenient?  Yes.  But sacrifice for the sake of worship forms the soul.  It tells our 

children that Mass is not just another event, it is the Source and Summit of our lives. 

5. Know when to say no.  If a team repeatedly schedules games or practices that make Mass impossible, it may be time to 

discern whether that environment is healthy for your child’s spiritual life.  No athletic success is worth your child’s soul. 
 

This issue isn’t really about sports.  It’s about who forms our children.  Is it the Church or the culture?  Is it the Gospel or 

the scoreboard?  We must remember that the most important thing we ever “coach” our kids in is how to love and follow 

Jesus.  If we fail to pass on the faith, then worldly success is hollow.  Our children need to see parents who love God more 

than convenience, more than competition, and more than culture. 
 

That doesn’t mean we turn against sports.  It means we baptize them, letting Christ be Lord not just of Sunday morning, 

but of the soccer field, the track, and the bleachers.  As Linda, a parish grandmother, recently told me: “My son used to 

grumble when I made him go to Mass before his baseball games.  Now he’s the dad telling his own kids, ‘Mass first. 

Always.’  It sticks, Father.  It really does.” 
 

If this message stings a little, take heart, it’s meant to challenge, not condemn.  Many faithful families wrestle with this 

tension.  But know this: every time you choose Mass over the game, you are planting a seed of eternal life in your child’s 

soul.  One day, that seed may bear fruit you never imagined. 
 

Sports are a gift, but they are not God.  Let’s raise children who know the difference.   - Rev. Lawrence Timoney 



 

St. Mary’s Parish Middle School Youth Group 
Open to all 6th, 7th, & 8th Graders for Faith, Friendship, Service & Fun.   

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

                          

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

MSYG BROWNSTONE QUARRY ADVENTURE!   Tuesday, July 29, found St. Mary’s Middle School Youth 
Group Members enjoying Brownstone Exploration and Discovery Park in Portland, Connecticut.  The day was 
sunny and hot – perfect for swimming, rock climbing, cliff diving, zip lining, wakeboarding, and screaming down the 
huge water slides.  The tallest zip line started atop an eighty-five-foot quarry cliff, while others required climbing a 
rock wall to access.  The swimming area was dotted with giant inflatable icebergs, spaceships, and other objects for 
climbing and sliding.  Check out the photos above (or in color on the web)! 
 

 

 



 

Annual Luau Dance 

Snow Tubing 

Kennebec Whitewater Rafting 

Deerfield Rafting 

Sandwich Making for the Homeless 

 

Our MSYG Fall Kick Off 
and Ice Cream Social is  

 

Sunday, October 5 
from 6:30 - 8 PM. 

 

ALL teens in Grades 6, 
7, and 8 are invited 

 

for a new year of 
faith, friendship, 
service and fun.   

 

There will be sign-ups 
for the October 24 trip 
to Barrett’s Haunted 

Mansion, and pre-Sign 
Ups for the January 21 

Celtics vs. Indiana 
Game! 

Paintball Battles 

Deerfield Whitewater Rafting 

Nursing Home Outreach 

Brownstone Quarry 

Caroling for the Elderly 



St. Mary’s Parish High School Youth Group 
Contact Lisa Dufault, st.marystgif1870@gmail.com, 508-429-6076 ext. 3 
 
MISSISSIPPI MISSION TRIP!  This past summer, our TGIF High School Youth Group traveled 

to Mississippi for a mission trip.  Eighty-one teens and seventeen adult chaperones spent a week 

serving in Gulfport and came home changed.  Together, we built wheelchair ramps, repaired and 

rebuilt decks, replaced rotted flooring, reframed walls, painted classrooms, repaired fences and 

gates, and helped with landscaping and brush removal.  We restored property access by repairing a fence with two new 

gates, repainted damaged kitchen walls and ceilings, and finished painting a bedroom that the homeowner was unable to 

complete.  We also supported the local community by cleaning sheds and storm shelters, restoring a cemetery, organizing 

a Habitat for Humanity warehouse, and partnering with Youth for Christ to clean out a warehouse that will become their 

new youth center.  At the animal sanctuary, we renovated enclosures, built bird habitats, cared for rescued raccoons, and 

helped prepare animals to be released back into the wild.  Shown below, daily Mass fueled our Mission and our faith! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

From our jobsites, to sharing faith and prayer, the group experienced what it means to be Christ’s hands and feet in the 

world.  Many returned home with a renewed sense of purpose, a stronger connection to their faith, and friendships that 

will carry into the year ahead.  As we begin the 2025 - 2026 TGIF year, we are excited to build on that spirit of service, 

joy, and community.  Teens can look forward to faith-filled nights, small group discussions, service 

opportunities, and plenty of fun along the way.  For our parish family, TGIF is a powerful reminder 

that the Church is alive and growing in the hearts of our young people.  We are eager to see how 

God will continue to move through our teens this year!   
 

CHECK OUT TGIF ON INSTAGRAM TO SEE MORE PHOTOS FROM THE 

MISSION TRIP.  WE ALSO POST PHOTOS AND VIDEOS OF OUR 

ADVENTURES.  THE DAILY GOSPEL IS POSTED EACH MORNING! 
 

 

 

   

TWENTY FOURTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME                   SEPTEMBER 17, 2023 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

St.M’s 
 

Marriage 
Fellowship 
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St. Mary’s Parish High School Youth Group 
Contact Lisa Dufault, st.marystgif1870@gmail.com, 508-429-6076 ext. 3 
 
MISSION TRIP REFLECTION BY ETHAN SUHAJDA!   

This being my second year on the TGIF Mission Trip, I didn’t think 

anything could top the week I spent at Woodside Wildlife in 2024 with 

Paula, her talking bird, a few raccoons, and the giant tortoise, Fred.  

But this year I was placed at Mr. Pervis’ lovely home with his wife, Granny P.  After a first 

day of scouting by Deacon John (DJ) and Ellen, we found out our job was to dig up old 

fence posts and build a new fence with two gates on either side of the front door.  The next 

few days were tough, the labor was hard, and the heat was almost unbearable, but there were 

always plenty of jokes 

and laughs to get us 

through.  One day, our 

van group even helped at Mr. Hammock’s house 

down the road, where we repaired his front porch so 

he could safely get into his house.  That was such a 

blessing! 

 

We made a couple of trips to Sonic and Buc-ee’s, and 

I grew close with a few people from the class of 2026, 

along with 

some 

parishioners my age and younger.  Sadly, we didn’t finish the whole fence at Mr. 

Pervis’ yard, even with Auntie D. stopping by to bring cake, show us her dance 

moves, and spread positive vibes.  Some people on our worksite say we had the 

hardest job on the whole trip, but honestly, it didn’t feel that way to me because of 

the friendships I built and the things I learned from DJ 

during lunch breaks. 
 

Shout-out to Claire Fitzgerald, who was on my worksite 

two years in a row and who I grew closer with this year. 

Looking back, I think the extra-tough work brought Van 

Group 12 and Van Group 9 closer together in God’s 

presence.  I believe our relationships grew stronger because of the challenges we faced, like the 

weather!  The two front gates we put in might not last forever, but the moments we shared with 

Auntie D., Granny P., and Mr. Pervis will stick with me.    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

TWENTY FOURTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME                   SEPTEMBER 17, 2023 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

St.M’s 
 

Marriage 
Fellowship 

 

 

UPCOMING EVENTS 
 

Saturday, October 11, Bagged Lunch 

Event for Fr. Bill's Homeless Shelter. 

 

Saturday, October 18, McCray's "Fear on 

the Farm" Trip - the BIGGEST Haunted 

Hayride in New England! 

 

MARK YOUR CALENDARS! 
 

If you have any questions, reach 

out to High School Youth Minister 

Lisa Dufault at 

st.marystgif1870@gmail.com. 
 

 

T.G.I.F. MEETING SCHEDULE 
 

October 19 - Monthly Meeting 7:00 - 8:45 PM. 

November 16 - Monthly Meeting 7:00 - 8:45 PM. 

December - TBA! 

2026 

January 25 - Monthly Meeting 7:00 - 8:45 PM. 

February 22 - Monthly Meeting 7:00 - 8:45 PM. 

March 15 - Monthly Meeting 7:00 - 8:45 PM. 

April 26 - Monthly Meeting 7:00 - 8:45 PM. 

May 31 - TGIF Family Potluck Supper 7:00 - 8:45 PM. 

mailto:st.marystgif1870@gmail.com
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HIGH ADVENTURE TRIP:  On July 4, fourteen Scouts and six 

Leaders boarded a plane for the Philmont Scout Ranch in Cimarron, 

New Mexico, for a challenging high adventure experience.  The 

Philmont Ranch covers 140,000 acres of rugged mountain 

wilderness in the Sangre de Cristo range of the Rocky Mountains in 

Northeast New Mexico.  The Troop began the trip in Colorado 

Springs, CO, for two days of acclimation activities that included 

whitewater rafting in Echo Canyon, touring the Valley of the Gods, 

and riding the Cog Railway to the 14,000-foot summit of Pikes 

Peak.   

 

Once acclimated, the Scouts had a short drive to Philmont in New 

Mexico.  At Philmont, the Scouts completed a nine-day hike across 

a rugged and rocky southern section of the ranch, which included 

dry and hot terrain scarred by the 2018 wildfires.  Scouts were 

physically challenged on this trip as they carried all their gear and 

food, which resulted in packs weighing 50 - 60 pounds.  Each day's 

hike ended with afternoon activities such as rock climbing, riflery, 

archery, forestry education, and touring a preserved gold mine.  

Scouts were able to attend Sunday Mass at the ranch, which 

features the only known 24/7 outdoor tabernacle approved by the 

local Bishop that allows for perpetual Eucharistic Adoration! 

 

A highlight of the nine-day hike was the sunrise summit of Mount 

Phillips at 11,742 feet, where they proudly displayed the Troop 14 

St. Mary's Parish banner! 

  

  

  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Troop 14 Holliston 
 

Boy Scouts of America 

St. Mary’s Parish * October, 2025 
 

Meetings:  Monday Nights 7:00 - 8:30 PM 
 

Contact:  Mike Hebert, Scoutmaster 

 508-520-9045 
 

Email:  Troop14Holliston@yahoo.com 
 

If interested in joining Troop 14, contact the 

Scoutmaster.  It is an ideal organization for boys   

in sixth grade or above. 
 

The Troop meets weekly during the school year, 

Mondays from 7 - 8:30 PM in the Lower Church.   
 

 

mailto:Troop14Holliston@yahoo.com


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SUMMER CAMP:  Twenty-nine Scouts and Leaders attended summer camp at Camp Squanto in Plymouth, MA, from July 

27 to August 2.  This annual tradition is a time to have fun while working on Scout skills, earning merit badges to advance in 

rank, swimming, boating, and developing friendships with other Scouts.  Newer Troop 14 Scouts were able to complete the 

Flight to Eagle program, which allows Scouts to work on requirements needed to advance in rank.  The highlight of the week 

occurred on Thursday evening when Troop 14 placed third in the Apache relay.  This is a troop-wide effort where Troops 

compete across various activities, including running, swimming, canoeing, fire building, sports, and whipped cream pie 

eating. 
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