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SUMMER REPAIRS & HANDICAPPED IMPROVEMENTS 
TO ST. MARY’S CHURCH NOW COMPLETED. 

This summer St. Mary’s undertook major work to repair the church’s 
splitting, broken floor tiling.  The torn pew kneeler cushions were also 
replaced, as well as the broken kneeler bumpers and hardware (“before” 
photos below).  This work gave us the opportunity to reconfigure our 
pews for better handicapped access.  The most noticeable improvement 
is the special seating areas for those in wheelchairs.  Whereas previously 
wheelchairs had to park sticking out in front of the pews, now those 
employing them can tuck right in beside their families, with the rest of 
the congregation.  The cut-out areas also offer some pew seating with no 
kneeler / frontal, allowing those with walkers to sit without confinement.  
The back wall of the nave (Town Hall end), was notoriously difficult for 
wheelchairs to traverse due to its narrowness and the presence of the 
bulletin tables.  That area is now much wider for easy access, while all 
the pews in the nave have also been widened by 4 inches each.  That 
may not seem like a lot, but if you are maneuvering with a cane or walker 
into pew seating, it makes all the difference!  

Shown above, St. Mary’s 
Church now has special 
areas cut out of the pews 
to accommodate 
wheelchairs.  Four are 
located in the front of the 
nave, with two more 
available in the back of 
the nave for those 
desiring to be closer to 
the elevator.
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St. Mary’s Parish  
8 Church Street  
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Rectory:  429-4427, 879-2322 
Religious Education Center:  429-6076  
Fax:  429-3324 ~ Music:  429-4427  
 
Religious Education Email: st.marysre1870@gmail.com   
Parish Email Address: st.marys1870@gmail.com 
Website: www.stmarysholliston.com 
 
 

Mission ~ “To Know Christ and to make Him Known.” 
  

Parish Clergy  
 

Rev. Mark J. Coiro, Pastor  
The Xaverian Fathers, Weekend Assistance  
Rev. James Flynn, Weekend Assistance 
Deacon John Barry, Permanent Deacon 
Deacon Martin Breinlinger, Senior Deacon 

SPECIAL VISITOR ~ 
 
On Sunday, July 21, St. Mary’s welcomed  
Sister Gliceria Cruz to speak at all Masses.  Pictured below 
with some Parishioners, Sister Cruz shared about the ministry 
of her Order – the Mary Queen Of Heaven Missionaries.   
Established in the Philippines, they rescue children and young 
girls from prostitution, as well as providing educational 
assistance to the rural poor.  Through perfect love and charity, 
these determined nuns have developed a two-fold plan to 
combat these atrocities:  (1) They rescue as many women and 
children as possible and bring them to the Order’s “Home of 
Love.”  Once there, they are safe, receive shelter and 
rehabilitation, while also being educated. Older girls are taught 
a respectable trade to provide for themselves and in many cases 
their families.  (2) They reach into the rural areas of the 
Philippines and offer children an education, as a preventative 
measure and a way out of the vicious cycle of poverty. 
The good people of St. Mary’s gave Sister Cruz a warm 
welcome, and the Second Collection for her Order’s work took 
in a very generous $7,674.00.  Learn more about the Mary 
Queen Of Heaven Missionaries at  https://www.mqhm.org/.   
    

http://www.stmarysholliston.com/
https://www.mqhm.org/


From the Pastor’s Desk                            
 

September 10, 2019 
Dear Members of the St. Mary’s Parish Family,                          
 
I hope your summer was a source of rest, renewal and grace in the Lord.  I was blessed to spend ten 
days exploring Prague and Budapest, a vacation that included visits to many shrines of our faith.  
One unusual site was a shrine to St. Wilgefortis in the Loreto of Prague.  Patroness of unhappy 
marriages, Wilgefortis was a young girl who consecrated her life and virginity to Jesus.  Her father 
had other plans, however, and insisted that she wed a groom of his choosing.  As tradition has it, on 
the eve of her wedding Wilgefortis prayed to God for deliverance.  Overnight, this beautiful young 
woman grew a long, full beard – causing the would be groom to change his mind about the nuptials.  
Infuriated at having his plans thwarted, Wilgefortis’ father had her killed – a martyr for her faith. 
 
This tale has many dramatic and even fanciful elements.  But what struck me most about it was the 
inability of Wilgefortis’ father to submit his will to God’s.  The miracle of a young woman growing 
a beard overnight was a pretty clear indication that God did not want Wilgefortis to marry!  Yet still 
pride and anger so governed her father that he committed a terrible crime against his own daughter.   
 
As we come back together from the summer holidays, let us all try a little harder to seek God’s will 
and embrace it – especially when it conflicts with our own will and desires.  “Thy will be done” is 
the heart of the prayer that Jesus taught us, four words that are sometimes called “the prayer that 
never fails.”  When all seems lost, we can still pray these four words, knowing that though 
mysterious, God’s will is always to our lasting good and benefit.  We may not be able to see how in the moment, but we 
know that if we entrust ourselves to God’s will and plan, He will be with us and bring us to light and peace in the end.    
 
God bless you. 

 
                Rev. Mark J. Coiro 
                Pastor  
 
 

 

Welcome to St. Mary’s!  
 

With tremendous joy we welcome these twelve new families         
who recently joined our parish, and these fifteen infants and children  
newly baptized into Christ and His Holy Catholic Church.  Welcome! 
 
New Families: 
 
The Allen Family – Dennis and Mary 
 

The Meek Family – Matthew, Courtney, Josiah and Skylar Rose 
 

The Lochiatto Family – Eric, Tricia and Mason 
 

The Kazan Family – Justen, Taryn, Olivia and Joseph 
 

The Smith Family – Susan 
 

The Floeckher Family – Will, Tracy, Margaret, George, Edith, Jane and Louisa 
 

The Galdi Family – Peter, Angela, Tate and Drew 
 

The Marshall Family – Matthew, Lauren, Josephine, Anna Rose, Mary and Catherine 
 

The Szlosek Family – Philip and Lauren 
 

The Cunningham Family – Christopher and Terese 
 

The Enriquez Family – Jojit, Wilma, William, John, Jacob and Carmellie 
 

The Sharma Family – Vineet, Joanna, Benjamin and Maximilian 

Baptisms: 
 
Amelia Mary McMahan 
 

Linden Ann Tully 
 

Teaghan Kathleen Ryan 
 

Mia Marie Baboian 
 

Brook Marie Vaillant 
 

Joseph Justen Kazan 
 

Finley Catherine Reed 
 

Mason James Lochiatto 
 

Eleanor Rose Mitchell 
 

Madison Alicia Thompson 
 

Maeve Bernadette Arsenault 
 

Olivia Louise Kiebish 
 

Madison Grace Kiebish 
 

Charlotte Megan Coffey 
 

Drew William Galdi 



  
 
      

A ROARING SUCCESS! 
 
St Mary’s Vacation Bible School was a highlight of the summer for close to 200 children, teens and adults.  They spent 
the week of faith, friendship and fun at ROAR VBS learning that Life is Wild, God is Good!  Children entering grades 
Kindergarten through 6th Grade participated as crew members, and older teens entering 7th through 12th Grades led as 
crew leaders or station leaders.   
 

Each day opened and closed with prayer as well as high energy music and dancing, and skits.  A daily Bible point was 
heard throughout the day as crews visited 5 different stations and learned all about God’s goodness. In the Hungry Herd 
Café, they enjoyed a creative snack along with prayer and lively conversation. In Wild Bible Adventures, they traveled 
back in time to live out a Bible story. In Stampede Sports, everyone got outside and had a blast with our Youth Minister 
Jake Thiringer playing team building games. In KidVid Cinema, they watched a true story about how God is felt in the 
life of a child in Zambia. In Imagination Station, they used their creativity for African safari related crafts.   
 

All participated in Operation Kid-to-Kid Mission; prayers and donations were sent to provide nutrition, health education 
and medical well visits for moms and babies in Zambia.  We can’t say THANK YOU enough to all our volunteers!  
Special thanks to Patty Baribeau, Fr. Mark, Seminarian Andrew, Jake Thiringer, Najat Whalen, Pat Campo Leblanc, 
Karen Haynes, Lisa Dufault, Melissa Cataldo, Kristin Roberto, Cathy Disciullo, and the Kuchman family. 



JOIN FR. MARK J. COIRO IN CELEBRATION OF THE  
150TH ANNIVERSARY OF ST. MARY’S PARISH, HOLLISTON  

HOLY LAND 

Dead Sea 

Church of the Holy Sepulchre, Jerusalem  

Church of All Nations, Jerusalem  

 Church of the Transfiguration, Mount Tabor  

www.pi lg r images.com/f rco i ro  

          M ARCH  6  -  15 ,  2020  

             $3,719  FROM  B OSTON  (BOS)  
                             Price is  Per Person Based  on Double  Occupancy  

 

Fr. Mark J. Coiro 



S A M P L E  D A Y - B Y - D A Y  I T I N E R A R Y   

 Day 1, Fri, Mar 06: Depart for the Holy Land 

Make your way to your local airport where you will board your overnight flight. 

Your meals are served on board. 

  
Day 2, Sat, Mar 07: Arrive in Tel Aviv and continue to Tiberias 

Upon arrival at Ben Gurion Airport in Tel Aviv, make your way to the baggage 

claim area and collect your luggage. Proceed to the arrival's hall, where you 

will be greeted by your tour guide and/or driver. Transfer to your hotel in Tiberi-

as in time to check-in. Enjoy dinner at the hotel before retiring for the evening. 

  
Day 3, Sun, Mar 08: Caesarea - Stella Maris - Nazareth - Tiberias - Cana 

Theme: The Annunciation 

Depart Tel Aviv to Caesarea Marítima, one of the three largest ports in the 

Roman world, next to Alexandria and Piraeus “Athens”, which were built by 

Herod the Great between 21 B.C. and 9 B.C. It was in Caesarea where St. Pe-

ter baptized the first gentile convert Cornelius, and where St. Paul gave his 

defense of the church. From here, we will see the Roman Theater, Herod’s 

Palace, view the Hippodrome, and the harbor from where St. Paul sailed on his 

journeys. Continue north to Haifa, located on Mt Carmel, where we will visit the 

Carmelite Shrine dedicated to Our Lady of Mt Carmel, and pray at the cave 

which Elijah the prophet took refuge. Continue on to Nazareth for lunch, and 

then visit the Church of the Annunciation. Visit the museum and archaeologi-

cal garden where we can see the remains of Nazareth at time of Christ, as well 

as St. Joseph’s workshop – which is now known as St. Joseph’s Church. Within 

the Church of the Annunciation, you will make our way down to the Grotto to 

see the remains of the house of the Blessed Mother, and where the Angel of 

the Lord announced the good news to Mary. Celebrate Mass in this Church, 

and then continue on to Cana. It was here that Jesus performed His first mira-

cle, changing water into wine. During your visit at the Wedding Church, mar-

ried couples will have the chance to take part in the ceremony and renew 

their wedding vows. From there, we continue on to Tiberias, located on Sea of 

Galilee, for dinner and overnight. 

  
Day 4, Mon, Mar 09: Tiberias: Sea of Galilee 

Theme: The Ministry of Christ in the Galilee 

Today begin this day with breakfast at the hotel, followed by a boat ride on 

the beautiful and scenic Sea of Galilee (Luke 5:1). Upon docking the boat, you 

will have the opportunity to view the remains of a boat that dates back to the 

time of Jesus. Following the Sea of Galilee, we continue to the Mount of Beati-

tudes, where Jesus proclaimed His great Sermon on the Mount (Luke 6:20-49). 

Near the Mount, is Tabgha, one of Jesus' miracle sites. At Tabgha, Jesus fed the 

crowd of 5,000 people from five loaves of bread and two fish (Luke 9:10-17). 

Also, in Tabgha is St. Peter's Primacy where Jesus bestowed church leadership 

upon Peter (John 21:9). Continue to visit the birthplace of Mary Magdalene in 

Magdala. During the time of Jesus, this village was a prosperous fishing village 

that exported fish and garum (a fish sauce reduction; popular in Roman cook-

ing). Your day concludes at Capernaum, the launching place of Jesus' minis-

try. In Capernaum, see the Synagogue where Jesus taught (Mark 1:21-29) and 

gave His sermon on the Bread of Life. Return to the hotel for dinner and over-

night.  

  
Day 5, Tue, Mar 10: Jordan River - Mt. Tabor – Jericho – Jordan River - Jerusa-

lem 

Theme: The Transfiguration 

After breakfast, we will drive to the site of the Transfiguration, Mount Tabor 

(Matthew 17:1-50). At this site, you will have some time to reflect on Christ's 

Humanity and Divinity. Celebrate Mass at the Basilica of the Transfiguration. 

Continue south to the Jordan Valley to the oldest inhabited city in the world, 

Jericho (Joshua 6:12-25). In Jericho, you view the exact location, the Mount of 

Temptation, of where the Devil tempted Jesus during his forty-day fast (Luke 

4:1). Following the visit to this mountain, continue to Jesus' baptismal site on the 

River Jordan (Matthew 3:13-17). After some time at the Jordan River, we will 

transfer to Jerusalem to check-in to your hotel and enjoy dinner and overnight. 

  
Day 6, Wed, Mar 11: Jerusalem: Temple Model - Ein Karem - Bethlehem 

Theme: The Visitation and Nativity 

This morning, enjoy breakfast before we start our day in Jerusalem, which hous-

es the temple to which Jesus was Presented (Luke 2:22). Visit a model of the 

Second Temple as it was in the time of Jesus. Following this visit, we will take a 

short drive to the village of Ein Karem, the birthplace of John the Baptist. It is 

known that there are two churches in Ein Karem, both representing the two 

homes of Zechariah and Elizabeth. The first is in a valley where the birth of St. 

John the Baptist is commemorated (Luke 1:39-80) in the Church of the Nativity 

of St. John the Baptist. The second is on a hill where Elizabeth spent five months 

in seclusion (Luke 1:24) at the Church of the Visitation. You will have a chance 

to visit both of these churches and have the opportunity to pray the Mystery of 

the Rosary as you walk up the hill to the Church of the Visitation. In the after-

noon, transfer to Bethlehem, the birthplace of Jesus. In Bethlehem, you will 

have the opportunity to view the Shepherd's Fields (Luke 2:8). In the caves of 

these fields, you are still able to see the soot marks of fires that shepherds lit to 

keep warm. The tour concludes at the Manger Square which stands in front of 

the Church of the Nativity. As you enter the Church, you will proceed down to 

the Grotto of the Nativity which marks the spot of Our Savior's birth (Matthew 

2:1-18). Beneath the altar, there is a silver star and a Latin inscription that states: 

HIC DE VIRGINE MARIA JESUS CHRISTUS NATUS (Here Jesus Christ was born to 

the Virgin Mary). Following Mass in this Sacred space, return to the hotel for 

dinner and overnight. 

  
Day 7, Thu, Mar 12: Bethany - Dead Sea 

Theme: Early Years in Jerusalem & the Wilderness 

Following breakfast at your hotel, we will travel down the Jordan Valley to 

Qumran. Qumran is made up of 2,000 year old ruins from the days of the Sec-

ond Temple and also the site where the Dead Sea Scrolls were written and 

discovered (Ezekial 47:8-10). These writings have helped further the under-

standing of Jewish background in Christianity. Time and weather permitting, 

you will have the opportunity to take a float in the Dead Sea, the lowest and 

saltiest spot on Earth. Continue as you travel through the Judean wilderness, 

the site where Jesus spent His 40 days of fasting. The day of touring culminates 

with a transfer to Bethany. Bethany is the site where Jesus raised Lazarus from 

the dead which foreshadows His own Resurrection (John 11:38-44). Return to 

the hotel for dinner and overnight. 

  
Day 8, Fri, Mar 13: Jerusalem: Mt. Of Olives - Gethsemane - Mt. Zion (Upper 

Room) - Western Wall 

Theme: Palm Sunday and the Agony in the Garden 

After breakfast, we will make our way to the Mount of Olives where you will be 

able to take in the beautiful, panoramic view of Jerusalem. Historically, the 

Mount of Olives was a mandatory transit point for Jesus during many iconic 

moments. Visit the Pater Noster Shrine where Jesus taught His disciples the 

Lord's Prayer (Pater Noster) (Luke 11:1-4). You will have the opportunity to stop 

at Dominus Flevit which is a Church that commemorates where Jesus wept for 

Jerusalem (Luke 19:41). Continue on to Gethsemane, a garden at the foot of 

the Mount of Olives. Jesus brought His disciples here to pray the night before 

He was crucified (Luke 22:29-53). The Garden still contains trees with roots that 

date back to the time of Jesus. Your next stop, the Church of All Nations, built 

over the "Rock of Agony". This is where Jesus prayed alone on the night of His 

arrest. Throughout this time, you are invited to remain in prayer and to reflect 

on Christ's agony that He experienced. You will have the opportunity to visit 

the Western Wall, which is the last remnant of the Jewish Temple after it was 

destroyed in 70 A.D. Continue with a visit to the house of the High Priest Caia-

phas (Church of St. Peter in Gallicantu). This Church commemorates where 

Jesus was examined and eventually imprisoned before the Council in Jerusa-

lem. It also commemorates Peter's Denial of Christ (John 18:15-18), Peters' re-

pentance, and Jesus' forgiveness of Peter. You will also visit the Upper Room on 

Mt. Zion. The Upper Room is where Jesus and His disciples celebrated the Last 

Supper (Matthew 26:17-30) and where Jesus appeared to His disciples after His 

Death and Resurrection (Mark 16:14). In addition, visit the nearby Benedictine 

Church of the Dormition. Tradition tells us that this Church is where Mary, the 

Mother of Jesus, "fell asleep." At the end of this prayerful day, return to your 

hotel for dinner and overnight. 

  
Day 9, Sat , Mar 14: Jerusalem: Via Dolorosa - Holy Sepulchre 

Theme: The Way of the Cross, The Crucifixion, The Resurrection 

This morning you will have a very early wake-up to begin the Via Dolorosa (The 

Way of the Cross) at the Antonia Fortress. This is the spot where Jesus was con-

demned to death by Pontius Pilate (John 18:28-19:16). Following His condem-

nation, He was taken (on the Road to Calvary) to His place of Crucifixion. Re-

flect upon the Stations of the Cross as you travel through the markets of the 

Old City to the Church of the Holy Sepulcher (Luke 23:26-33). This sacred desti-

nation is the site of Calvary (Jesus' crucifixion place) and His tomb (Luke 23: 50-

55). Celebrate Mass at the Church of the Holy Sepulchre. Following Mass, we 

will return to the hotel to enjoy breakfast. We will continue our day with a visit 

to the Church of St. Anne's, the home of Jesus' maternal grandparents (Anne 

and Joachim); and the Pool of Bethesda, where Jesus healed the crippled 

man (John 5:1-9). This afternoon, enjoy a revisit to the Old City. Following this 

visit return to the hotel to enjoy dinner and overnight at your hotel. 

  
Day 10, Sun, Mar 15: Return Flights Home 

After an early breakfast and heartfelt farewells, transfer to the Tel Aviv airport 

for return flights home. 

  

*206 Tours Disclaimer: 

Though every effort will be made to follow the itinerary, it should be considered 

as an indication, rather than a contract of places to be visited. Occasionally 

local religious holidays, national days, weather, traffic conditions and other 

events may necessitate changes in the sequence of visits or the missing of 

certain visits.  



I N C L U S I O N S  &  R E S E R V A T I O N  A P P L I C A T I O N  
 

YOUR TRIP INCLUDES: 
†  Round-trip air from Boston (BOS) 
†  Airport Taxes and Fuel Surcharges 

†  8 nights Holy Land at centrally located first class hotels: (or similar) 
          ~ 3 nights:  Mar 07 - 10: Leonardo Plaza, Tiberias 

          ~ 5 nights:  Mar 10 - 15: Notre Dame, Jerusalem 

†  Transfers as per itinerary 

†  Breakfast and Dinner daily 

†  Transportation by air-conditioned motor coach 

†  Wi-Fi on motor coach  
†  Wireless headsets where needed 

†  Assistance of a professional local guide(s)  
†  Sightseeing and admissions fees as per itinerary 

†  Tips to Hotel Staff and Restaurants 

†  Mass daily & Spiritual activities 

†  Flight bag & Portfolio of all travel documents 

**Items indicated in RED are mandatory**                                                                                       ( *please indicate country of passport - if not US) 

Last Name/ First Name, Middle Name (as it appears on passport)    Date of Birth                     US Passport #                  Passport Exp. 
 
1 ________________________________________________________     MM ____ DD ____YY____     ____________________      _________________ 
⃞ Male  ⃞ Female 
 
2 ________________________________________________________     MM ____ DD ____YY____     ____________________      _________________ 
⃞ Male  ⃞ Female 
 

Address __________________________________________________      City __________________________________   State ______   Zip __________ 
 

Home Tel # _____________________   Work/Cell Tel # _________________________  E-mail (s) _____________________________________________ 
 

Departure City: ___________________________   Nickname / Name tag ___________________________  

Seat Selection:  ⃞ Aisle  ⃞ Window ⃞ With Travel Companion 

Flight bag:  ⃞ Tote  ⃞ Backpack  ⃞ Messenger 
 
 

Optional:   

Business Class Upgrade:  ⃞ Round -Trip: Additional $3,700   ⃞ One - Way Eastbound: Additional $1,850   ⃞ One - Way Westbound: Additional $1,850  

 ( * Business upgrade is subject to availability )  

⃞  Private Room: $1,199  (If traveling alone)     or     ⃞ Roommate Request: _________________________________________ 

⃞ I want to purchase Travel Insurance (as per  www.206tours.com/ insurance)   

⃞ I am purchasing Extended Cancellation Protection Plan for an additional $299.  

For details please review back of flyer and or go to:  www.206tours.com/cancel lat ionprotect ion  

 
 

Payment Options:   (www.206tours.com/payments ) 
Please enclose $400 per person (include additional cost of travel insurance premium if purchasing travel insurance)   

*select One of the Payment Options Below 

⃞ Check:    x ____ people  =   $ ___________   |  Please make checks payable to: 206 Tours    
 

⃞ Electronic Check: (ACH):   Routing # _________________________     Account #________________________________                                                                                 
              First set of digits on the left side                              Second set of digits after the routing number 
⃞ Credit Card:   ⃞ American Express    ⃞ Visa    ⃞  Master Card    ⃞  Discover   
 

Credit Card #_______________________________________________    Exp. Date ____________   Sec. Code ___________ 

 

 

*P lease Select f rom the Opt ions Below  

⃞ Process the $400 per person registration deposit                 ⃞ Process the $400 per person deposit & insurance premium 

⃞ Automatically process the balance 60 days prior to departure        ⃞ Process the total trip costs now 

 
 

*Full payment is required 60 Days prior to date of departure: January 6, 2020 
 

 

*Signature  _________________________________________________  Date  ________________________ 

Enrollment in/payment for this tour constitutes your acceptance of all terms and conditions as stated on page 4 and as per: www.206tours.com/terms  
 

Please Mail Reservation & Payments to:   
 

206 Tours, 333 Marcus Blvd, Hauppauge, NY 11788  

 P I LGRIMAGE  TO  THE  HOLY  LAND  WITH  FR .  MARK  J .  COIRO  

MARCH  6  -  15 ,  2020| $3,719 FROM  BOSTON  (BOS)  

 

Office Use:  
MC030620 

Cara  

Not Included:   

Lunches, Beverages not mentioned, Tips to your guide & driver 
Optional: 

*Travel Insurance optional  (www.206tours.com/insurance)  

*Extended Cancellation Protection Plan @ $299 

(www.206tours.com/cancellationprotection) 

FOR MORE INFORMATION & TO BOOK, PLEASE VISIT: www.pilgrimages.com/frcoiro 
 

Contact Cara: (Tel) 800-206-TOUR (8687) ext. 1229 or Email : cara@206tours.com  

http://206viajes.com/insurance/index.htm
http://206viajes.com/cancellationprotection/index.htm


HIGHLIGHTS OF TERMS & CONDITIONS  (FOR COMPLETE TERMS & CONDITIONS PLEASE VISIT WWW.206TOURS.COM/TERMS ) 

DEPOSIT AND REGISTRATION A $400 per person deposit is required 
at the time of booking with a completed reservation application. Fax, inter-
net, e-mail, or phone reservations are welcome. Deposit and/or payment in 
full must be received within 7 days of booking or reservation will cancel. 
Full payment is due 60 days prior to the departure date. If a booking is made 
within 60 days of departure, full payment is required at the time of booking. 
If payment is received less than 30 days before departure, please include a 
$50 late fee. Packages shipped outside of the USA will incur additional 
shipping charges. 
FORM OF PAYMENT Bank/Certified/Checks, Money Orders, ACH 
(check by phone) or Wire Transfers (please fax a copy of bank confirmation 
when wiring funds) are accepted forms of payment at any time. Personal 
checks are acceptable if received more than 30 days prior to departure date. 
206 Tours accepts PayPal payments (send to: info@206tours.com). You may 
also make Direct Credit Card Payments to 206 Tours (American Express, 
Discover, Visa and Master Card). In order to speed the processing of depos-
its and final payments, please note the departure date on deposit and balance 
of payment checks. Every reservation must be accompanied by a signed 
application. Returned checks will incur a $50 service fee. In case of comput-
er or human billing error, we reserve the right to re-invoice participants with 
corrected billing.  
PRICE GUARANTEE Rates shown on website are based on double or twin 
occupancy and are as per each program’s inclusions. All prices are shown in 
U.S. Dollars and are calculated on currency rates and fares in existence on 
July 9, 2019. 206 Tours reserves the right to alter prices at any time prior to 
departure and without prior notice if circumstances so warrant. Any devalua-
tion or revaluation of currencies may effect published price. NOT INCLUD-
ED Items of a personal nature, such as telephone calls, mini bar, laundry, 
food, beverages or alcohol not included and not on regular d'hote menu 
(these extra items will be billed to you before leaving the hotel or restaurant); 
room service, optional activities, and laundry. Insurance , Extended Cancel-
lation Protection Plan @ $299, portage at airports, excess baggage fees and 
passport or visa fees.  
PASSPORTS, VISAS & DOCUMENTS A valid US passport is required 
for US citizens. If you do not have a valid passport please contact your 
closest passport office or see Passport Information. Passports must be valid 
at least 6 months after return date. US or Canadian citizens do not need to 
obtain visas for most countries 206 Tours services. For all other nationalities 
please consult the country of 's consulate. When and if visa is required it is 
passenger’s responsibility to obtain one. Cancellations due to lack of appro-
priate documents will incur usual penalties.  
FINAL DOCUMENTS Final documents are issued upon receipt of final 
payment only and within 3 weeks of departure. Documents are not guaran-
teed if final payment is not received on time. Upon receipt of your docu-
ments you are responsible to check your itinerary, spelling of your name, 
dates, times and other important information to insure their validity. Should 
your final documents have any errors it is the passenger’s responsibility to 
contact 206 Tours immediately.  
PARTICIPATION 206 Tours and suppliers contracted for services reserve 
the right to refuse to accept or retain any person whose behavior is deemed 
likely to affect the smooth operations of a tour, or adversely affect the 
enjoyment or safety of other passengers. 206 Tours, its agents, and suppliers 
shall be under no liability to any such person for refund, compensation, 
repatriation or any other matters arising.  
CANCELLATIONS AND REFUNDS Once a deposit or partial/full 
payment has been made, cancellations will only be accepted in writing. 
Cancellation terms will be applied based on the date that the written cancel-
lation is received. In addition to a $300 per person administration fee, the 
following charges apply: 
      60 - 46 days prior to departure 10% 
      45 - 21 days prior to departure 50% 
      20 - 03 days prior to departure 80% 
      02 days prior to departure or less no refund 
Additionally, once tickets are issued the ticket value is non-refundable. 
Requests for a refund must be in writing (mail, fax or e-mail). Phone calls 
cannot be used as a form of cancellation. Refunds will be issued within 30 to 
60 days of receipt of written notice No change of names or substitutions are 
permitted. No refund or cancellation fees will be waived due to death or 
sickness.*special trips & events such as Canonizations, WYD or Oberam-
mergau have additional cancellation penalties such as a $400 non-refundable 
deposit. Please carefully review the terms and conditions for each trip as per 
the trip website prior to reservation.  
TRAVEL INSURED INTERNATIONAL INSURANCE  206 Tours 
suggests the purchase of travel protection to protect you and your trip 
investment.  Travel Insured International Insurance offers a waiver of the pre
-existing medical condition exclusion if insurance is purchased within 21 
days of initial trip deposit.  Travel protection cannot be purchased after your 
trip is paid in full and protection plan premiums are non-refundable. 
Please find plan rates below: 
Trip Cost                            Plan Cost Per Person 
$1,001   -   $1,500        $150 
$1,501   -   $2,000        $170  
$2,001   -   $2,500        $180  
$2,501   -   $3,000        $196  
$3,001   -   $3,500        $210 
$3,501   -   $4,000        $225 
$4,001   -   $4,500        $240 
$4,501   -   $5,000        $253  
$5,001   -   $5,500        $280  
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

This is a partial description of benefits. For a summary of plan details on 
benefits, coverages, limitations and exclusions of the plan, please refer to the 
Description of Coverage, which is available at www.206tours.com/
insurance.  If you do not have internet access 206 Tours is happy to provide 
a copy of the Description of Coverage (DOC), upon your request. Travel 
Assistance & Concierge Services are provided by the designated provider as 
listed in the Description of Coverage. This plan provides insurance coverage 
for a covered trip. The purchase of travel insurance is not required to pur-
chase any other product or service from the travel retailer. You may already 
have coverage that provides similar benefits and you may wish to compare 
the terms of this coverage with your existing coverage. If you have questions 
about your current coverage, call your insurer or agent. The travel retailer is 
not qualified to answer questions about the benefits, exclusions or conditions 
of the travel insurance. Travel Insured International, 855 Winding Brook Dr 
PO Box 6503 Glastonbury, CT 06033. Phone # 1-844-228-3679.  
SUPPLEMENTAL CANCELLATION PROTECTION  206 Tours offers 
an optional additional protection plan for $299 which permits travelers to 
cancel for any reason up until 24 hours prior to departure without penalty. 
You MUST file a claim with Travel Insured International insurance if you 
cancel your reservation, and if you are denied reimbursement from Travel 
Insured International for any reason 206 Tours will refund your losses in 
cash in full (not including the insurance and cancel protection premiums). 
You MUST select this option at the time of booking and it must be paid with 
your deposit. You MUST purchase standard insurance in order to purchase 
the cancel for any reason protection plan (unless you are a resident of NY). 
Claims MUST be filed NO LATER than six (6) months after initial cancella-
tion. After six months, no reimbursement can be provided. Insurance is Non 
refundable and Non Transferable.  
AIR TRANSPORTATION Air transportation is in economy class on IATA
-approved carriers. Ticketing must be completed no later than 14 days prior 
to departure. Fares are based on levels in effect at the time of printing and 
prices and schedules are subject to change without notice. All is subject to 
the airlines terms of carriage. 206 Tours is not responsible for any cancella-
tions, loss, delays, injury, illness, or expenses incurred due to actions made 
by the airlines. Business class is based upon availability and at additional 
cost for the Trans-Atlantic portions of your ticket. For any issues which arise 
in relation to airline service complaints and compensation should be ad-
dressed to the specific carrier.  
AIRPORT TAXES, FEES & FUEL CHARGES Airport taxes are includ-
ed in our tour packages. Airport taxes are based on departure city and 
government fees (airport taxes include Federal Inspection Fees for the U.S. 
Customs and Immigration; International Air Transportation Tax; Agricultur-
al tax; security fees, and other airport related taxes).  
SEAT ASSIGNMENT Random seats are assigned for all group partici-
pants. If you would like to secure a specific seat, or sit with a companion 
please advise us of such request at the time of booking, we will make an 
effort to accommodate you, however we cannot guarantee. If you must have 
specific seat we recommend you to be at the airport at least three hours prior 
to departure and arrange the seat assignment with your airline's gate agent. 
Bulkhead and exit row seating can never be requested prior to the day of 
departure. 206 Tours can never guarantee specific seats, which are at the 
discretion of the airline & are pending availability, subject to aircraft/seat 
map changes.  
LAND ONLY Transfers are NOT included in Land Only costs. From time 
to time, a tour may be canceled due to non-materialization. If you chose to 
purchase a Land Only package and arrange your own domestic or interna-
tional flight independently of us, be advised that 206 Tours is not responsible 
for domestic or international flights or transfers of any kind. Booked or 
purchased items outside of 206tours are sole responsibility of client. 
TRANSFERS Our programs include group round-trip transfers. Pilgrims or 
passengers who did not purchase "all-inclusive tour" or who purchased land 
only package and are arriving or leaving independently must transfer at their 
own expense. Expenses incurred for transfers due to lateness of flights are at 
the expense of the passenger and may be claimed for reimbursement from 
the airlines. No smoking is allowed on motor coach. 
HOTEL ACCOMMODATIONS 
Hotel accommodations are based on twin-bedded or double rooms. 206 
Tours reserves the right to substitute similar category hotels without prior 
notice.  
PRIVATE ROOMS and SINGLE SUPPLEMENT  
A limited number of single rooms is available (on request basis only) at the 
supplement price. Single rooms provide privacy, but they are in some hotels 
smaller than twin or double rooms and sometimes may be poorly located, 
especially in the older hotels. As a general ratio we are able to confirm 10% 
of the total number of group participants in single rooms. If ratio is higher 
special supplements may be implemented for something referred to "single 
in double room" at an additional rate to the single supplement rate listed. If 
passengers are traveling alone and wish to have 206 Tours assign a room-
mate we will do our best, however, if we do not succeed in assigning a same 
sex roommate for you, you will be responsible for the additional Single 
Supplement fees. 
TRIPLE ROOMS In most hotels (other than Paris) triple accommodation is 
possible, however, no reduction in cost is available. Due to pace of our 
pilgrimage schedule it’s a challenge to open up all 3 suitcases and every-
one’s hand luggage; take showers and be on the move within appropriate 
time. First Class and Superior Tourist Class Hotels in general are not set up 
for triple rooms. Hotels usually either add a third bed which is like a fold up 
bed or a sofa bed. At times such as in Paris it is either impossible or worse 
it’s the “Murphy bed” . For that reason we discourage booking triple rooms. 
MEALS Most trips includes two meals per day (breakfast and dinners) 
which are served at your hotel or local restaurants. Beverages are not includ-
ed with dinners where not indicated. In case you chose not to have a meal, 
there is no refund for unused meals. Although we cannot guarantee, we will 
try and accommodate each special meal request on flights as well as at 
hotels. Please advise of such a request at the time of booking. We can not 
guarantee that special meal/diet requests can be met.  
BAGGAGE Each tour participant is permitted to bring one checked suit-
case, one small carry on bag (8" x 14" x 22"), and one personal item (i.e. 
purse, laptop case). In general, the airlines permit 1 checked bag weighing up 
to 50 lbs (23 kg) and maximum dimensions of 62 in (158 cm) calculated by 
adding the length + the width + the height of the bag. Please check with your 
specific airline to verify the size and weight allowances. 206 Tours is not 
responsible for the loss of, theft of, delay, or damage to a participant's 
belongings.  
RESPONSIBILITY CLAUSE 206 Tours acts as a tour operator. The 
suppliers providing transportation, sightseeing arrangements and hotel 
accommodations for the tour program are independent contractors and are 
not agents or employees of 206 Tours. All coupons, receipts and tickets 
issued are subject to the terms and conditions specified by suppliers. By 
utilizing the service of the suppliers, you agree that 206 Tours will not be 
liable for any change in flight or itinerary schedule, strikes, delay, acts of 
governments, fires, riots, theft, pilferage, epidemics, quarantine, medical or 
customs regulations, accident, loss, injury, or damage to you or to those 
traveling with you in connection with any accommodations, transportation or 
any other services or resulting directly or indirectly from any occurrence or 

conditions beyond its control, including defects in vehicles, breakdown in 
equipment, thefts, delay or cancellation of or changes in itinerary for any act, 
omission, or event during the time you are on board the aircraft. Neither 206 
Tours and/or agents of the airlines concerned are to be held responsible for 
the late arrival of passengers at airports or hotels due to inclement weather, 
nor are they to be held liable for payment or any refund for transfers or 
unused hotel accommodations or meals occasioned by such late arrivals at 
the hotels holding rooms as confirmed itineraries. Passengers must bear all 
such losses or expenses. To guard against unforeseen health or other circum-
stances, we recommend you purchase our optional insurance. 206 Tours is 
not responsible for circumstances beyond its control. In circumstances where 
trip cancellations resulting from the inability for trip to depart as scheduled, 
such as cancellations due to acts of war and/or terrorism, war, God, or nature 
takes place, 206 Tours is not liable for restitution. Though every effort will 
be made to follow the itinerary, it should be considered as an indication of 
the tour, rather than a contract of places to be visited. Occasionally local 
religious holidays, national days, traffic conditions and other events may 
necessitate changes in the sequence of visits or the missing of certain visits. 
We will have daily Mass and strive to be in places as indicated. However, 
sometimes this is not possible as the site may not be available for Mass or 
itinerary changes are forced upon us. In this case an alternative site for Mass 
will be arranged.  
SPECIAL MEDICAL CONDITIONS THOSE WHO NEED SPECIAL 
ASSISTANCE You must report any disability requiring special attention to 
206 Tours at the time of registration for any tour. We make every effort to 
accommodate disabled passengers by reserving for them wheelchair assis-
tance at airports and handicap accessible rooms where available, however, 
we cannot guarantee and are not responsible for any denial of services by 
carriers, hotels, restaurants, or other independent suppliers. Be aware that all 
of our tours are operated outside the U.S. where the Americans with Disabil-
ities Act is not applicable and facilities for disabled individuals are limited. 
Most transportation services, including the touring motor coaches, are not 
equipped with wheelchair ramps or lifts. We regret that we cannot provide 
individual assistance to any tour participant for walking, dining, while in 
their room, on flight, getting on and off motor coaches and other vehicles, or 
other personal needs. A qualified and physically able companion(s) must 
accompany passengers who need special assistance. It is the passenger 
Traveler's responsibility to arrange for such assistance prior to making their 
reservations. Motorized scooters are unsuitable and impossible to accommo-
date. 206 Tours is not responsible for any medical condition that occurs 
prior, during or after the tour. Additionally, airlines are not able to guarantee 
or provide assistance for disabled passengers including special seating. 
Pregnancy, Breast-Feeding, and Pregnant women considering international 
should be advised to evaluate the potential problems associated with interna-
tional as well as the quality of medical care available at the destination and 
during transit. A pregnant woman is advised to travel with at least one 
companion; during her pregnancy, her level of comfort may be adversely 
affected by traveling.  
YOUNG TRAVELERS Travelers who are less than 18 years old on the 
departure date must be accompanied by an adult. Due to heightened security, 
many countries have adopted practices to prevent international abductions of 
children. If a child will be traveling with adults other than the parents or with 
only one parent, it is recommended that a notarized letter be written by the 
parents or non-traveling parent granting authorization to including the dates 
of . We also suggest that you contact the appropriate consulate and airlines 
because they may have additional requirements. For the purposes of 206 
Tours trips an infant is defined as anyone who is under the age of 24 months 
for the entire duration of their trip. A child is defined as any one between the 
ages of 24 months and 11 years for the entire duration of their trip.  
SAFETY Please be aware that during your participation on tours operated 
by 206 Tours, certain risks and dangers may arise beyond our control includ-
ing, but not limited to, the hazards of being in undeveloped areas; by boat, 
train, automobile, aircraft or other means of transportation; the forces of 
nature, political unrest and accident or illness in remote regions without 
means of rapid evacuation or medical facilities. 206 Tours does not have 
liability regarding provisions of medical care or the adequacy of any care 
that may be rendered. 206 Tours is not responsible for compensation for 
cities/sites omitted from the itinerary due to circumstances beyond it's 
control.  
PHYSICALITY OF OUR TOURS Please note that almost all destinations 
serviced by 206 Tours require physical fitness and a lot of walking, some-
times up/or down the hills and at times very rough terrain. You may certainly 
stay behind for certain parts of the journey, however, it is suggested that 3 to 
4 weeks before your departure one should begin preparing physically begin 
walking "briskly" 1-2 times a day; build up to 2-3 miles with no discomfort.  
SERVICE INQUIRIES AFTER THE TRIP  If upon returning from your 
trip, you wish to inquire about any services provided, please ensure that all 
correspondence is received by 206 Tours, 333 Marcus Blvd - Hauppauge, 
NY 11788, within 45 days of the tour completion date. This will enable us to 
make a timely investigation.  
TOUR CANCELLATION BY OPERATOR Be clearly advised that from 
time to time a tour departure may be cancelled due to lack of participation. In 
such case, the operator's sole responsibility is to provide a full refund. 206 
Tours in not responsible and does not assume responsibility for any addition-
al costs or any fees relating to the issuance and /or cancellation of air tickets 
or other arrangements not made through 206 Tours. Cancellations due to 
state advisories and/or state warnings, Acts of War, War, Terrorism, Acts of 
God, Natural Disaster or any other circumstance outside the control of 206 
Tours, are not the fault of 206 Tours. Great effort will be made to accommo-
date er to another trip or to revise itinerary, however, cancellation for any of 
these reasons will not be eligible for refund.  
PRINTING DISCLAIMER  206 Tours is not responsible for typographical 
or print Traveler's errors including errors in trip cost. We reserve the right to 
re invoice or correct billing at any time. 



St. Mary’s Religious Education  
 
 

“The Lord Jesus invites men and women, in a special way, to follow Him, as teacher and 
formers of disciples” (GDC 231).  Please consider our Teacher and Monitor needs below:   
 

                                   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Calling all long-time and new parishioners!  The St. Mary’s 150th Anniversary 
Committee wishes to hear from those parishioners who have been members of St. 
Mary’s for over 50 years.  Imagine the inspiring stories you could tell us about the 
evolution of the parish!  Do you have any photos or memorabilia we could use?  We 
are also interested in hearing what brought new parishioners (5 years or less) to St. 
Mary’s.  Was there a particular parish program or ministry that interested you or is 
our welcoming reputation just well-known far and wide!  Please send any comments / 

anecdotes to betty.febo@gmail.com or if you would like to share a story in person, contact Sandy Liro at 508-
429-6098.  Your comments may be included in our new parish history, but no quotes will be directly attributed 
without express permission. 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

GRADE COORDINATORS ARE NEEDED: 
 
GRADES 5, 7 AND 8 ARE IN NEED OF GRADE 
COORINATORS:  Grade Coordinators help with the fiscal 
planning for their grade level and recruiting of teachers.  
They assist and prepare the syllabus, project materials for 
their grade and support the teachers by conducting two 
planned meetings during the year.  They are present at 
scheduled grade level events and communicate directly with 
the families via Email. They participate and conduct General 
Sessions and support the DRE among other administrative 
tasks.  Coordinators have the support of the DRE and parish 
staff.  Grade 7 needs a Coordinator from 5 – 6:30 PM on 
alternate Sundays. 

MANY TEACHERS ARE NEEDED: 
 
TITHING OUR TIME, GIFTS AND TALENTS     
FOR THE KINGDOM OF GOD:  Christ commanded 
us to spread the Good News so that others may be 
saved.  Let the children and youth of St. Mary’s Parish 
know that as a community of faith we work together to 
share what Christ has taught us so that the hearts of 
many souls can be informed, formed and transformed 
into beacons of God’s light.  Let us all cooperate with 
the GRACE God so generously provides for our benefit 
and teach our children and youth to know, love and 
serve God.  Contact us at 508-429-6076 or by Email at 
St.marysre1870@gmail.com if you can teach a class. 
 

IN FAITHFUL SERVICE 
 
On Saturday, June 15, six graduating  
St. Mary’s Senior Altar Servers were honored 
at the 5 PM Mass.  Each was presented with a 
scholarship check and a Lives of the Saints 
Book in grateful recognition of their beautiful 
ministry at the Altar of God.  Well done! 
 
From left to right: 
 
Sean Jewett - Stonehill College 
James Michelli - Trinity College 
Henry Liro - Worcester Polytechnic Institute 
Sam Jean - Wesleyan University 
Keara Savage - Bucknell College 
Jane Daly - University of New Hampshire 
 
May God bless them and bring to completion 
the good work He has begun in them.  Amen! 
 
 
 

mailto:St.marysre1870@gmail.com


A Cross Walk with Ann Chiango 
By Cathy Stenquist 
 
 
 

The Lord has promised good to me. His word my hope 
secures. He will my shield and portion be, 

As long as life endures. 
Ann’s favorite quote, from the hymn Amazing Grace 

 
Hand extended, and a brief “Hello, my name is 
Cathy,” has led to meeting some wonderful 
neighbors in the pews this past year. Not every hello 
leads to a Cross Walk together, for one reason or 
another, but I am definitely feeling more connected 
to the Body of Christ here at St. Mary’s.   
 
Last Sunday I offered the invitation to a friend in 
the choir. Since the timing was not right for her this 
week, I thought my 
Cross Walk would 
have to wait, when a 
dear friend, Ann 
Chiango, offered to 
have some coffee 
with me.  
 
Back in 2000, Ann 
and I were like two 
peas in a pod, 
sharing the laughter, 
joys, challenges and 
tears during many 
heartfelt moments 
working together 
managing Saint 
Mary’s Religious                    Ann Chiango 
Education Program.  Ann was always generous with 
her time, full of wisdom and such a valued mentor 
to me. I knew Ann had once been a Sister of Saint 
Joseph and I was curious to hear her story.  
 
“How did you know you were being called to 
religious life? I started. “It wasn’t a feeling or a 
calling, it was an invitation,” Ann began.  
“I grew up in Rutland, Vermont attending Mount St. 
Joseph Academy in high school. In my senior year, 
while considering where I wanted to go to college, 
my English teacher, Sr. Imelda, profoundly 
surprised me by stating one day that she thought 
that I had a vocation to the religious life.”  

“That was NOT what I had been planning to do 
after graduation!” Ann shared, “But, after my night 
of tears and prayer, I decided to ‘let go, to let God’ 
and entered the Novitiate of the Sisters of St. Joseph 
in the Burlington, VT Diocese with 7 other 
wonderful young women – also straight out of High 
School. We were told on our first night, that 
“leaving home” was a hard thing to do but ‘NEVER 
to question your vocation!’ This was pre-Vatican II 
and rules were NEVER to be broken. That sure 
sounded like a rule I had to follow.” 
 
“In my heart of hearts, I questioned blind faith in 
that rule as a matter of utmost importance. It 
seemed faith should be a growing in my knowledge 
and relationship with God. Nonetheless, I accepted 
this way of life as a new norm and followed the 
rules. I loved the 2 1/2 years of the Novitiate and 
made my temporary vows. During the first several 
years of the Juniorate phase of my religious 
formation in spirituality, studying The Maxims of 
Perfection by Jean Pierre Medaille SJ., we were 
guided to achieve an authentic integral formation: 
human, spiritual, intellectual and pastoral.”  
 
“We began participating in the SSJ’s call to teach. I 
loved teaching; I loved seeing students get that 
‘AHA’ moment. I felt that this was what God 
wanted me to do, so it became my focus. Once 
Vatican II released its many documents, I hungered 
for a broader understanding of God and the Church. 
I had a million questions and was encouraged to ask 
them. I became very involved in Cursillo, Study 
Groups, Seminars and courses. I was eager to 
follow Pope John XXIII’s directive to "open the 
windows (of the Church) and let in some fresh air". 
 
By 1968, Ann had made a tough decision. After 
much thought, discussion with her mentors and 
prayerful consideration, she knew in her heart that 
she was not called to remain in the religious life and 
began the process of being released from her vows. 
While it was heart-wrenching, she feels it was 
worth the spiritual struggle to gain discernment and 
deepen her relationship with God. Her friends Carol 
and Roni also made the decision to leave later that 
year. They moved together to the Framingham area 
for a fresh start.   
 
Ann soon became a teacher at Westboro High 
School where she was introduced at a school event 
to her now husband Carmen, a Junior High Social 

http://ssvmusa.org/index.php/about-us/formation/


Studies teacher.  Carm and Ann were married in 
1970 and had a beautiful daughter Kathi, in 1975. 

Carm and Ann Chiango 
 
The Chiango’s moved to Holliston in 1972. She 
recalled with a laugh that St Mary’s had the most 
uncomfortable original pews - 90˚ hard wood seats 
with little leg room. Settling in, she was not sure 
how or if, she wanted to get involved in 
volunteering at the church, as she had a very young 
family and a full-time job.  

 
 

In 1973, she was touched by a quote heard during a 
homily to inspire volunteers to teach Religious Ed. 
 

 
“Lord- I’ve tried to let you into my house but please 

shut the door; I can’t do anymore.  
 

The response from God was “Of course you can do 
more, just be smart about it.” 

 
From the book Prayers by Michael Quoist 

 
 
Ann answered the call and began teaching under the 
guidance of Ginny Evans who was running the High 
School Religious Ed. Program. “There were just a 
handful of teachers at that time,” Ann shared, “We 
split the kids among all of us and met anywhere we 
could find room.” 
  
When Sister Mary Joan became DRE at St. Mary’s 
in 1978, she developed a curriculum, giving much 
needed structure to the Gr. 1-7 program. When 
Ann’s daughter Kathi was in Kindergarten, she was 
disappointed that there was nothing offered for the 
young ones. Ann decided to design a program to 
include both teens as role models, and the 
contribution of the children’s parents, so the 

children would see that this program was a family 
value. She approached Fr. Haley and he was very 
supportive. 
 
“We had large group singing and games and small 
group teaching and crafts. I loved that I could teach 
teens and parents along with the children. My 
passion for teaching included all ages. I believed 
that it took a village to educate our young. I tried to 
make opportunities where parents, teens, children 
and I could all grow. The kids looked forward to 
coming; all their friends were there too!” 
 
When Sister Mary Joan left, Fr. Haley had wanted a 
nun to replace her but could not find the right fit 
and offered the job to Ann. She wasn’t sure she 
wanted the commitment but after some thoughtful 
prayer and discussion with her family, she accepted. 
She went on to be DRE at St. Mary’s for 22 years 
and feels very privileged to have had the job.  
  
“Some of the most fulfilling moments happened 
when people would approach me with questions 
regarding both the program and personal issues,” 
Ann continued, 
“I would drop 
whatever I had 
planned for the          
day and just 
listen. It 
sometimes 
meant having 
to stay late to 
get my work 
done, but I 
never regretted 
it for a 
moment.”  

Anne and daughter Kathi. 
 

In becoming a DRE, Ann’s life had come full circle. 
From the beginning, her faith has always been an 
important part of her life, she wanted to teach, loved 
theater and music, and helping people. The road led 
her to St. Mary’s where she was able to use all her 
gifts and passions in a very rich and meaningful 
way.  
 
Ann continued Sr. Mary Joan’s use of Grade Level 
Coordinators. She very much valued their input 
because it made for a stronger and more cohesive 
program. Coordinator Meetings included prayer, 



curriculum planning, discussion and laughter. We 
tried to honor family’s schedules and provide 
opportunities for them to grow in their own faith. “I 
was so touched one day when a coordinator 
commented to me, “You believed I could do it. And 
I knew you would not leave me high and dry. Thank 
you!” Though she is enjoying her retirement, Ann 
continues to be involved as a lector at Mass and in 
attending WINGS.   
 

 
  Ann’s retirement party- Ann, Sr. Ricci and Fr. Haley 
 
Three years ago, Ann thoughtfully accepted the 
reins from Helen O’Neill for the “HearUsLord” 
prayer community. It is a prayer line where those 
that need support during a crisis can ask for prayers. 
Ann takes time to write a thoughtful prayer that the 
members can offer, along with their own words.  
 
“Writing the prayers actually takes some time.  I put 
myself in a place to be open to the promptings of 
the Spirit,” Ann reflected, “I take my own ‘Cross 
Walk’ as I try to gain an understanding of the cross 
this person is bearing, what emotions they may be 
going through and personalize the prayer to fit the 
situation. I feel that God is using me as an 
instrument; He takes the gifts He gave me, to play 
the song that person needs to hear.  
 
I hope that the gift of my prayer is some tiny bit of 
help to them, and brings them directly to experience 
the compassion and mercy of Jesus. One of my 
mantras is: There is no Easter without a Good 
Friday. I try to be with those bearing crosses on 
their ‘Good Fridays.’ Once, when I wrote a prayer 
for a relative’s friend, she was ecstatic to have 
something hopeful expressing what she felt in her 
heart but could not find the words for. I felt very 

blessed that this prayer opened the door a tiny bit so 
she could begin to reclaim her Catholic faith.”  
 

 

Always be serious when you are with others, but let it 
be a joyful seriousness, courteous and full of a gentle 

and reserved simplicity.  
From The Maxims of Perfection found at: http://www.ssjfl.org 
 

 
Sipping her lemonade, Ann giggled as she found 
this cross laying between us on my kitchen table. 
“When two or more are gathered in my name …”  I 
smiled and added.  
 
Ann truly has been the 
hands of Christ to so 
many through her life. 
It is amazing for me to 
think of all the hearts, 
young and old, that 
she has touched in His 
name throughout the 
years. I feel very 
blessed to have walked 
a bit of this journey 
with her and have 
once again been 
reminded how 
fortunate I am to know 
her and call her my friend.       Cross found on my table 
 
I hope you all had a wonderful summer!  
 
Walking in His name, Cathy 
 
 

My faith is a journey – one taken with full 
confidence that Jesus, the Good Shepherd, leads, 
protects, challenges, guides and refreshes me. It is 
more than a belief in dogmas.  
 

It is a relationship with God which grows and flows 
out in my relationships with others. It’s more than 
knowledge, though knowledge nurtures my 
faith. Discernment is involved.  
 

I need to turn to Jesus with my questions, my 
problems, my worries, my joys and listen…  
Listen hard.  
 

 - Ann Chiango 
 

http://www.ssjfl.org/


TROOP 14 HIGH ADVENTURE TRIP (AUGUST 4-10):   
 

After two months of training, 16 
High School aged Scouts and 
Leaders took on one of the most 
challenging and rewarding High 
Adventure trips in Troop 14’s 
history.  The first four days were 
spent in Baxter State Park hiking the 
trails, canoeing lakes and swimming 
the streams of the natural and 
pristine 209,644-acre wildlife park 
in northern Maine.  The highlight of 
the week was a 14-hour, 11.8-mile 
day hike on a cool, clear day that 
included Hamlin Peak (4756’) and 
Baxter Peak (5268’) (aka: Mt. 
Katahdin) (Group Photo next page). 
This is Maine’s highest peak, with 
its amazing 100-mile, 360-degree 
panoramic views across northern 
Maine and into Canada.  Then after 

checking to confirm there were no storms headed our way, we cautiously headed across the  
“Knife Edge.”  (Top two and large bottom of page photos).  As its name suggests, the 
jagged 1.1 mile-long rock trail that curves between Baxter Peak and Pamola Peak (4919’) 
varies in width from 10’ to 2’, with a 2,000 to 3,000 foot drop on either side of the trail.  
The Scouts and leaders took it slow, worked together to support each other (and to calm 
nerves) and got everyone across safely.  
 

The second half of the week was spent backpacking a portion of the 100-Mile Wilderness 
(Appalachian Trail), with limited logging road access and no towns or civilization for the 
entire 100-mile stretch.  The Troop split into two Crews and started at opposite ends of a 3-
day, 29-mile hike to complete the central portion of the 100-MW.  As fate would have it, 
both Crews summited White Cap Mountain (3654’) at the same time (11:45 AM of the 
second day).  After spending over an hour on the summit, sharing adventures and eating lunch, the two crews departed and 
continued hiking to complete their journey on the following day. 
 

It is worth noting that the Troop likely saved two people from being in a potentially bad situation: 
 

• First, the Troop met up mid-afternoon with a hiker going the opposite direction on the Knife Edge.  After asking her a few 
questions about her hike, we urged her to come back with us. (Reason – it took her 7 hours to hike 3.8 miles, minimal gear, no 
headlamp, low on water and food, it was obvious she was not experienced in this kind of hiking).  It appeared to us there was no 
way she would have made it out on her own until well into the next day.  Later, she was extremely grateful that we convinced her 
to join us and hike out. 
 

• Second, one of the Crews met a woman who was on Day 6 of hiking the 100-Mile Wilderness.  She was out of food and 
the closest place to get supplies was a 3-day hike away.  Knowing we were hiking off the trail the next day, our Scouts gave her our 
remaining food which supplied her with enough food to make the 3-day hike to Monson, where she could buy supplies.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Troop 14 Holliston 
Boy Scouts of America 

St. Mary’s Parish * September, 2019 
 

Meetings: Monday Nights 7:00 - 8:30 PM 
Lower Church Hall 

 

Contact: Chris Baribeau, Scoutmaster 
 508.579.4357 

 

Email: Troop14Holliston@yahoo.com 
Website: www.Troop14Holliston.com  

 

UPCOMING EVENTS: 
September - Campout at Greenough 

Scout Reservation in Yarmouth, MA. 
October - Resolute 100th Anniversary 

Camporee, Bolton, MA. 
Court of Honor - Monday, October 21. 

mailto:Troop14Holliston@yahoo.com
http://www.troop14holliston.com/


 
 
 
 
 
 



	  

September	  25	  –Kathy	  Stebbins:	  Learning	  from	  our	  Youth.	  Kathy	  will	  share	  how	  her	  life's	  
work	  as	  a	  Youth	  Minister	  influenced	  her	  faith	  and	  increased	  her	  trust	  in	  God.	  She	  will	  also	  share	  
effective	  ways	  to	  help	  our	  youth	  grow	  in	  their	  relationship	  with	  God.	  Kathy	  is	  retired	  from	  the	  
Archdiocese	  of	  Boston	  where	  she	  worked	  in	  Youth	  and	  Young	  Adult	  Ministry.	  Prior	  to	  that,	  she	  and	  
her	  husband	  served	  as	  Youth	  Ministers	  at	  their	  home	  parish.	  She	  currently	  works	  at	  Our	  Lady	  of	  Good	  
Voyage	  Shrine	  -‐	  it	  is	  the	  first	  new	  church	  built	  in	  the	  Archdiocese	  of	  Boston	  in	  over	  60	  years.	  She	  and	  
her	  husband	  have	  five	  children	  and	  eleven	  grandchildren.	  

	  

October	  2	  –	  Fr.	  Bill	  Brown,	  OMV:	  Following	  the	  Signs.	  Fr.	  Brown	  will	  share	  how	  to	  read	  the	  
signs	  of	  daily	  life	  as	  a	  way	  to	  grow	  in	  trust.	  As	  a	  member	  of	  the	  order	  of	  Oblates	  of	  the	  Virgin	  Mary,	  Fr.	  
Brown	  holds	  the	  title	  of	  Advancement	  Director	  for	  Mission	  &	  Apostolate.	  	  He	  has	  been	  the	  Director	  of	  
the	  St.	  Joseph	  Retreat	  House,	  Provincial	  as	  well	  as	  the	  Vocation	  Director	  and	  Rector	  for	  the	  order.	  	  Fr.	  
Bill’s	  education	  includes	  a	  Masters	  of	  Divinity,	  Spirituality	  at	  St.	  John’s	  Seminary,	  Boston,	  MA.	  	  His	  
early	  training	  was	  in	  accounting	  and	  business	  management	  from	  Santa	  Clara	  University,	  CA.	  	  
	  

October	  9	  –	  Fr.	  Austin	  Fleming:	  Trusting	  when	  things	  are	  difficult.	  Fr.	  Fleming	  will	  share	  the	  
importance	  of	  seeking	  a	  two-‐way	  relationship	  with	  God	  by	  turning	  away	  from	  the	  things	  of	  the	  world,	  
which	  clutter	  our	  relationship	  with	  God.	  Fr.	  Fleming	  was	  the	  pastor	  of	  Holy	  Family	  parish	  in	  Concord	  
for	  25	  years.	  A	  parish	  council	  member	  has	  said	  of	  Fr.	  Fleming,	  “The	  most	  important	  thing	  beyond	  
what	  a	  gentle	  soul	  he	  is...What	  really	  stands	  out	  is	  his	  ability	  to	  engage	  everyone.	  He’s	  funny	  in	  one	  
moment	  and	  deeply	  sacred	  in	  the	  next.	  	  Everything	  about	  him	  is	  what	  we	  need	  in	  this	  world.”	  Fr.	  
Fleming	  is	  a	  musician,	  singer	  and	  a	  poet.	  He	  is	  the	  author	  of	  three	  small	  books.	  
	  
October	  16	  –	  Susan	  Abbott:	  God's	  Roadmap:	  Avoiding	  the	  Detours. How	  can	  prayer	  lead	  us	  
closer	  to	  God	  and	  trust	  Him	  more	  deeply?	  Susan	  will	  help	  us	  understand	  how	  to	  surrender	  our	  lives	  to	  
God’s	  capable	  hands.	  Susan	  is	  a	  longtime	  religious	  educator	  at	  both	  local	  and	  archdiocesan	  levels.	  In	  
September	  2018,	  she	  was	  part	  of	  a	  panel	  convened	  by	  Bishop	  Mark	  O’Connell,	  discussing	  the	  role	  of	  
women	  in	  the	  Church.	  Susan	  holds	  a	  Masters	  of	  Education	  from	  the	  Institute	  of	  Religious	  Education	  
and	  Pastoral	  Ministry	  at	  Boston	  College.	  She	  received	  a	  Bachelor	  of	  Arts	  (Russian)	  from	  Regis	  College,	  
Weston.	  She	  is	  a	  widow,	  mother	  and	  grandmother. 
 
	  

October	  23	  -‐	  Christina	  Valenzuela:	  Called	  to	  be	  Saints	  Together.	  (cf	  1	  Cor	  1:2)	  God	  has	  
entrusted	  each	  of	  us,	  from	  the	  moment	  of	  existence,	  to	  the	  special	  care	  of	  some	  of	  His	  greatest	  friends.	  
Christina	  will	  share	  how	  we	  can	  open	  ourselves	  to	  God's	  personal	  love	  by	  learning	  to	  pay	  attention	  to	  
our	  unique	  team	  of	  Saintly	  intercessors	  and	  guides.	  Mrs.	  Christina	  Valenzuela,	  O.P.,	  MTS	  is	  a	  wife	  and	  
mother	  of	  four	  living	  children,	  plus	  two	  little	  saints.	  She	  holds	  a	  dual	  degree	  in	  Philosophy	  and	  
Theology	  from	  the	  University	  of	  Notre	  Dame	  and	  a	  Masters	  in	  Theological	  Studies	  from	  Harvard.	  She	  
is	  a	  life-‐professed	  member	  of	  the	  Lay	  Fraternities	  of	  St.	  Dominic	  and	  after	  over	  a	  decade	  of	  parish	  and	  

campus	  ministry,	  is	  now	  self-‐employed	  as	  a	  Natural	  Family	  Planning	  instructor	  and	  catechetical	  speaker.	  You	  can	  visit	  
her	  website:	  www.summamomma.com 
	  

October	  30	  –	  Mary	  Pat	  McCauley:	  Who's	  got	  your	  back?	  Mary	  Pat	  will	  help	  us	  understand	  the	  
gift	  of	  the	  Trinity	  with	  a	  particular	  focus	  on	  the	  transformative	  power	  of	  the	  Holy	  Spirit	  in	  our	  daily	  
lives.	  Mary	  Pat	  recently	  completed	  a	  Master’s	  Program	  in	  Theological	  Studies	  at	  Boston	  College’s	  
School	  of	  Theology	  in	  Ministry.	  She	  returned	  to	  Boston	  in	  2000	  to	  care	  for	  her	  mother.	  Before	  her	  
return,	  she	  had	  worked	  for	  over	  twenty	  years	  as	  a	  management	  consultant	  in	  the	  healthcare	  
telecommunications	  and	  financial	  services	  industries	  launching	  business	  plans	  for	  mobility	  services,	  
Internet	  and	  online	  customer	  experience.	  Mary	  Pat	  is	  currently	  supporting	  several	  adult	  programs	  in	  

the	  South	  Region	  of	  the	  Archdiocese	  of	  Boston.	  	  	  
	  
	  

Fall	  2019	  Program	  
“Seek	  first	  the	  kingdom	  of	  God...”	  Matthew	  6:33	  

	  “Trusting	  God	  with	  all	  your	  Heart”	  

Closing	  Brunch	  –	  November	  6,	  2019	  



 
 
 
                           

  

Grand Knight:  Albert Scaramella 
Deputy Grand Knight:  Tom Anguish 
 
11th ANNUAL CHARITY FUNDRAISER RAFFLE:  First Prize is $1,000.  Prize Drawing will take place at 
Celebrate Holliston at Goodwill Park on September 21.  The Council will also be presenting donations to the 
Holliston Pantry Shelf, Holliston Senior Center, and Habitat for Humanity at the event.  In past years, the Council 
has donated over $185,000 to Holliston organizations, local food pantries, Habitat for Humanity, Veterans 
organizations and others.  Co-chairmen are Tom Anguish, Al Scaramella, Bill Heuer, and Aaron Pyman.  The 
Council thanks all St. Mary’s parishioners who bought raffle tickets.  Good luck at the prize drawing!  We will 
contact you if you win a prize!  
 
KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS CATHOLIC CITIZENSHIP ESSAY CONTEST:  The Council will conduct an 
essay contest for Catholic students in Grades 8-12 this fall.  The theme for 2019-2020 is “Discuss the meaning of 
Virtue and how you live and embody the Virtue of Charity.”  Contest entry forms are available from the St. Mary’s 
Religious Education Office.  Parental approval is required on the entry form.  The typed 500-750 word essays will be 
due by November 8, 2019.  Student winners will have the opportunity to compete state-wide and nationally.  District 
Deputy Michael Kerrigan and Knight Mitchell Liro are contest leaders.   
 
KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS POSTER CONTEST:  The Council will also conduct a poster contest on “Keep 
Christ in Christmas” for elementary school boys and girls in November.  Student winners will compete statewide and 
nationally.  Details to follow in October. 
 

SIR KNIGHT MICHAEL KERRIGAN AT 
THE SUPREME CONVENTION:  Past Grand 
Knight, District Deputy, and 2020 Faithful 
Navigator of McSweeney Assembly of the Fourth 
Degree Michael Kerrigan was a voting delegate 
to the annual Knights of Columbus Supreme 
Convention held in Minneapolis in August.  
Photo Left.  Congratulations and thank you! 
 
MEMBERSHIP DRIVE FOR 2019:  All good 
St. Mary’s men eighteen and older are invited to 
join our Council.  The Knights of Columbus is 
the largest Catholic men’s lay organization in the 
world.  Our Council respects members’ limited 
time but needs new members to share our faith 
journey as Catholic men.  For membership 
information contact Grand Knight Albert 
Scaramella at 508-561-0584 OR 
ajscaramella@comcast.net OR you can now join 
ON-LINE by going to the Supreme K of C 
website kofc.org.  On-line membership allows 
you to obtain all K of C benefits including 
outstanding insurance plans and optional 
membership in our St. Mary’s Council.    
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Supreme Convention Summary 
By Michael Kerrigan 

 

I had the honor to be a Massachusetts delegate to the Knights of Columbus Supreme Convention, which 
was held this past August in Minneapolis.  Knights from all 50 states as well as Canada, Mexico, and many 
other counties around the world were present.  The convention started each morning with Daily Mass, 
and a procession of over 70 Bishops and Cardinals, as well as priests from all the delegations.  I found 
being there, surrounded by brother Knights from around world, and our families, a beautiful reminder of 
the diversity and wide reach of our faith. 
 

We honored Kendrick Castillo, as we heard the story of how this High School Senior gave his life 
protecting his classmates from a school shooter.  His parents told us how he wanted to be a Knight like his 
father, which we posthumously awarded.  Kendrick gave us an example of courage and desire to serve the 
needs of those around us.  
 

The Supreme Knight, Carl Anderson, also reminded us that in today’s world where there is a lack of 
common courtesy from all sides and at all levels, we need to show civility in our discourse.  We will not 
agree with everyone, and we disagree very strongly with certain points of view.  However, there is a 
proper and respectful way to handle disagreement, and we need to be leaders in promoting civil 
discourse. 
 

In addition to the business portion of 
the convention we attended the States 
Dinner and visited the hospitality rooms 
giving us the opportunity to meet the 
other delegations and their families. 
When not busy with convention-related 
activities we explored the beautiful city 
of Minneapolis and had a wonderful 
time. 
 

I would like to thank the Holliston 
Council for all of the support they have 
given me as a District Deputy and 
helping me to become a delegate for 
the State of Massachusetts.  I would 
also like to thank St. Mary’s Parish, 
Pastor and Staff for their support of our 
Council.  



 

Members of St. Mary’s Youth Choir Go to Wilkes-Barre, PA 
for Annual King’s College RSCMA Course 

 

 
On July 22, six members of St. Mary’s Youth Choir traveled to Wilkes-Barre, PA to attend the annual Royal School 
of Church Music America King’s College Course - a weeklong sacred music camp for both youth and adults.  After 
five weeks of rehearsals in preparation for the week, the group of teens, accompanied by three adult chaperones, 
departed St. Mary’s at 9:00 AM.  After stopping for lunch at the Flaming Grill and Buffet in Newburgh, NY, they 
arrived in Wilkes-Barre.  Upon checking in, all participants were given a detailed schedule outlining the week, almost 
completely centered on choral music. 
 

Each day began with breakfast at 8:00 AM, followed by a sectional rehearsal, a short break, a full rehearsal, lunch, 
Compline rehearsal, another full rehearsal, Evensong, dinner, and finally Compline.  Under the direction of 
renowned conductor Robert McCormick, the chorus sang music deliberately chosen to honor American composers, 
the theme of this year.  These composers included Alice Parker, the Boston-based composer Richard Webster, and 
Jackson Hill.  Also interspersed throughout the week was a variety show, a staff recital, a dance and a trip to either 
the movies or a farm.   
 

An integral part of the Wilkes-Barre experience is fellowship.  Choristers are eligible to attend the camp after having 
completed fourth grade.  The course is also open to adults, who make up about half the participants.  Because of 
this structure, many participants start attending the course when they are children and return year after year, 
continue to return as adults, and can form lifelong friendships with others who hail from completely different 
geographic areas.  Amber Holden, who had a roommate from Dallas, Texas spoke of her experience meeting new 
people, saying, “The RSCM course was a really incredible experience.  It was amazing to bond with previous choir friends and to also 
bond with other young singers with the same passion and love of music.” 
 

The course, which consisted of over 180 people from eighteen states and the District of Columbia, is consistently 
the largest of its kind in North America.  The magnitude of the choir allowed for the singing of more complex 
music, such as Alice Parker’s eight part setting of Hark I Hear the Harps Eternal or Karen P. Thomas’ ten part 
arrangement of How Can I Keep From Singing.  Michaela DeToma, a rising junior stated that, “Having the opportunity 
to sing with such a multitude of amazing singers was surreal.  It was quite eye-opening to be in an environment with so many talented 
individuals.” 
 
 



In addition to its size, the Wilkes-Barre course is also well known for the high quality of its staff, with most of the 
music instructors holding Cathedral posts or positions at large prestigious churches.  Also remarkable and not 
widely known is that almost all of the staff volunteers their time in order to keep course tuition affordable for 
attendees.  Anna Sheehan, a member of St. Mary’s who also attends Montrose School in Medfield, expressed her 
admiration for the staff, saying, “The instruction we got was phenomenal. I felt like I learned so much in just one week!”  The 
fruits of this high quality education became increasingly apparent to all throughout the week, culminating in the Sunday services. 
 

The final performances took place on Sunday, July 28, with one of the composers, Jackson Hill, in attendance.  
Many parents made the drive down from Holliston to hear their children sing, including Rick DeToma, father of 
Michaela DeToma, who stated, “The entire experience was amazing. The performances were uplifting and so beautiful.  We were 
so glad we had the opportunity to attend and look forward to next year’s concert.”  The choristers departed Wilkes-Barre at 
around 5 PM on Sunday uplifted by the music and enriched by the experience.  Many are looking forward to 
attending next year’s course, which will take place July 20-26, 2020. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

ST. MARY’S CHOIRS ARE NOW ACCEPTING NEW 
MEMBERS.   WE WOULD LOVE TO WELCOME YOU! 

 

Do you like to sing?  Join St. Mary’s Music Ministry!  We are now welcoming new choristers of all ages. 
 

Our Children’s Choir welcomes children grades 4-7; 
our Youth Choir, grades 7-12; 

and our Adult Choir welcomes adults of any age. 
 

For more information, contact Kevin Lyczak, Director of Music: 508-879-2322 ext. 24  
or by email at musicatstmarysholliston@gmail.com.  

mailto:musicatstmarysholliston@gmail.com


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
MSYG FALL 2019 KICK OFF MEETING:   Sunday, October 6 from 6:30 – 8 PM in the Parish Center 

Hall.  Open to any and all 6th, 7th and 8th Graders.  There will be Youth Group Registrations for the new school 
year, a Giant Slideshow of all this summer’s MSYG trips, an Ice Cream Sundae Bar, Sign Ups for the Celtics (Jan. 
3), Sign Ups for our 8th Grade Only Haunted Hayride Trip and 6th & 7th Grade Haunted Mansion Trip, and most 

importantly - opportunities for prayer, service and growing in our knowledge and love of Jesus Christ.   
Bring a friend!  Above – Photo from last Fall’s MSYG Kick Off! 

 

 

 

 

ST. MARY’S MIDDLE SCHOOL YOUTH GROUP  
KICK OFF EVENT ~ SUNDAY, OCTOBER 6! 

 

All High School Students are invited to join EPIC, 
St. Mary’s High School Youth Ministry. 
 
 

Our first event is Prayer and Planning on Sunday, 
October 6, which is geared toward teens who are 
already involved in EPIC who want to help plan and 
lead our General Meetings. 
 
 

Our official Kickoff Meeting for the school year is on 
Sunday, October 20 and will feature games, fun, 
friends, faith, and a delicious nacho bar! 
 
 

Details will come out as EPIC comes closer, but we 
have a jam-packed Fall full of meetings, service 
projects and social trips. 
 
 

Those who want more information on EPIC or 
adults who would like to help lead and chaperone 
EPIC should contact St. Mary’s Youth Minister, 
Jake Thiringer at stmarysym1870@gmail.com. 



 

St. Mary’s Parish Middle School Youth Group 
Open to all 6th, 7th, & 8th Graders for Faith, Friendship, Service & Fun.   
 

MSYG BROWNSTONE QUARRY ADVENTURE!   Tuesday, July 30 found fifty-three St. Mary’s Middle 
School Youth Group Members enjoying Brownstone Exploration and Discovery Park in Portland, Connecticut.  
The day was sunny and hot – perfect for swimming, rock climbing, cliff diving, zip lining, wakeboarding, tug of war 
contests, and screaming down the huge water slides.  The tallest zip line started atop an eighty-five foot quarry cliff, 
while others required climbing a rock wall to access.  The swimming area was dotted with giant inflatable icebergs, 
spaceships, and other objects for climbing and sliding.  Check out the photos above (or in color on the web)! 
 

 

 



REFLECTION ON ST. MARY’S EPIC MISSION TRIP FROM ST. MARY’S TEEN, SOPHIA LINDSAY 
 

 Hello! My name is Sophia Lindsay and I am a teen from St. Mary’s who just entered 

Grade 10 at Holliston High School.  Over the summer, I was blessed with the opportunity to join 

my fellow teens and chaperones from EPIC on a Mission Trip to Gainesville, Florida. There, we 

were tasked with helping residents in need in a partnership with Catholic Heart Work Camp 

(CHWC).  
 

 At the beginning of the week, I was shy with all of those present on the trip. It was 

my first year going and I felt like fitting in was an unattainable feat. But I soon realized that I 

was not alone in any remote way. I had my van group, which consisted of our teen leaders, 

Erin Kipp and Jack Moran, our adult leader, Kim Latifi, and teens Amanda Silva, Nolan Barry, 

and Kevin Rutowicz, who were also on the trip for the first time. With them, being quiet and 

reserved was not an option. The same could be said about all of the other teens and chaperones.  

There was always someone to pull me into a dance party or call me over to sit at meals. People like them allowed me to 

come out of my shell and have the true experience that God sent us to Gainesville to have.  
 

 Our group’s worksite was the Salvation Army. On the first day, we organized their food pantry and packed bags 

of food to be given out to those in need. Our first time working together as a group felt like our thousandth. We finished 

our task so quickly that we ended up cleaning and organizing a classroom and the secretary’s office in addition to our 

original tasks. Our host insisted on bringing us pizza, as she was so grateful for all of our work. On the other three days, 

we were at their store working in the warehouse. The residents in charge there were so unbelievably kind and open to 

our help and they made every drop of sweat worthwhile.  
 

 The staff at the Salvation Army also left a lasting 

impression on us. Mary, an employee at the Salvation Army is a 

woman of strong faith who, despite being quiet at first, jumped 

into our lunch conversations to share her faith story. She also led 

us in prayer numerous times and seeing her profound love for 

the Lord truly helped us deepen our connections with Him. Another employee, Pablo was so welcoming that we will 

never forget him. He has mental disabilities, but that doesn’t stop him from speaking with purpose and bringing joy to all 

he meets. I saw my group members show him patience and love with the true spirit of Jesus in their hearts.  
 

 Seeing Jesus in each and every individual I met, helped me to see Him in myself. Before the trip, as a new 

member of the Catholic faith, I had yet to feel a connection with Him. But one night on the trip, as I sat in a tiny chapel 

and prayed the rosary, I felt God. He was warm and joyful and open to me. I could see His arms thrown wide to bring me 

closer to him and I accepted. For once, hearing God was not something that was unattainable for me but was close and 

real. I felt Him every time I hugged someone in our group or cried with them or even laughed hysterically with them. I 

felt Him at two o’clock in the morning talking to people that I had 

never met until then but who felt like family. He was there when we 

were singing His praise at Mass and when we prayed the Our Father. 

He was there when we stood in a circle and prayed with a woman 

who needed money for a bus ticket. He was there when my group 

members stood in the rain with victims of a car crash, holding their 

hands and helping them to safety.  

 Feeling that love and seeing the good that we did in people’s 

lives was the greatest blessing imaginable, and going home my 

perspective on all things has shifted. The newfound appreciation 

that I have for life, for God, and for service is far more than I ever 

thought it would be. I have friends for life, and I pray that for those 

attending the trip in the future, the blessing is just as wonderful. 
                                                                          

 Pictured Above:  Sophia with her St. Mary’s Van Group! 

 “For once, hearing God was not 

something that was unattainable 

for me, but was close and real.” 



 

 

St. Mary’s EPIC Mission Trip 

Gainesville, FL 

July 14 – 20, 2019 

 

St. Mary’s EPIC 

Mission Trip 

Gainesville, FL 

July 14 – 20, 2019 



REFLECTION ON ST. MARY’S EPIC MISSION TRIP BY ST. MARY’S YOUTH MINISTER, JAKE THIRINGER 
 

 I had the privilege of leading a group of 54 combined teens and chaperones from EPIC, St. Mary’s High School 
Youth Group, on a Mission Trip to Gainesville, Florida from July 14 – 20. It was an unbelievable week full of service, faith, 
and fun, as well as a lot of sweat and hard work. 
 

 Following our Sending Forth Mass on Saturday afternoon, our journey began at 4:15 AM on Sunday with van and 
group assignments and loaded up!  We had a busy day of travel on a bus, a plane, and quite a few rental vans. That 
afternoon, we safely arrived at our home base for the week at St. Francis Catholic Academy in Gainesville. 
 

 For this mission, we worked with Catholic Heart Work Camp, an organization that runs service camps for high 
students throughout the country. There were 180 people from 5 different churches staying at the school, with our group 
of 54 as the largest. The camp provided our work sites, food, tools, and evening programming. 
 

 All of our van groups were St. Mary’s specific and we had groups serving many different places each day from 
9am – 3pm. Our jobs included helping at food pantries, the Salvation Army, building fences or wheelchair ramps at 
people’s homes, working at a church, and a horse farm for riders with physical limitations. 
 

 The first work day my van group was helping out at a homeless shelter. Some of us were inside serving food, 
while most of us were outside doing landscaping and yard work the regular staff and volunteers do not have time to do. 
It was emphasized that the people living here deserve to have a playground and outside area that is clean and looks 
nice. We picked up trash, pulled leaves, and removed fallen branches. 
 

 While I was mowing the front lawn, I was stopped by a man in a wheelchair named Carlos who lived at the 
shelter. Carlos then proceeded to share his entire life story with me as well as his faith testimony. He had a troubled past 
and some back problems, hence the wheelchair, but over the last few years he has gone from not being able to walk to 
being able to take 300 steps in a row just last week! He kept preaching how blessed he was and how he is thankful God 
gave him another chance at life and walking. Every day he prays asking God to make him the man that he was created to 
be. His faith, despite difficult trials, is very admirable. Many people today are physically rich while spiritually poor, but 
like Jesus, Carlos is physically poor while spiritually rich, which is much more admirable. Our group prayed with him 
while touching his shoulders, praying that God would give him strength. 
 

     The rest of the week my team did yardwork at a Women’s shelter and then 
landscaping at a church removing bushes to clear a safer walk way to the 
parking lot. All of our job sites were great, and my team worked very diligently. 
     As a whole camp, we started each day with Mass and had a large group 
evening program after dinner. Making this time for prayer allowed God to fill 
us with his love so we can then share it with those for whom we worked. I saw 
Jesus work through my team when we gave away some of our lunch food to a 
man begging on the street.  
 

Our evening programs included time for witness talks, Eucharistic Adoration, 
Reconciliation, Praise and Worship, games and more.  Greg, our Camp’s 
musician for the week, shared that he loves his daughter not for what she has 

done, but because she is his. That is the same way God loves us. What struck me is, that is why I love our EPIC High 
School Youth Group, because I am theirs and they are mine. Having just finished my first year as St. Mary’s Youth 
Minister, I am so blessed to be able to serve the teens here and accompany them on their journeys toward Christ. 
 

 On Friday, our St. Mary’s group went to a church for a prayer service named Rock Ceremony.  For many this is a 
spiritual high of the trip and also featured the Sacrament of Reconciliation. Afterward, I lead our group in some worship 
songs around the piano. I asked our group to raise their hand if they saw God work during the past week of mission and 
every single person raised their hand. Getting to hear our teens share where they saw Jesus, whether in the Sacraments, 
in those they served, or in each other was also a really beautiful witness.  
 

 After a week of working in sunny 95 degree heat, sleeping 5 hours a night on a school floor, and eating 
Uncrustables, it is good to be back home! I am incredibly thankful for the week we got to spend serving others in 
Gainesville, Florida. I rejoice in the ways God worked in and through us this past week, the work we accomplished, and I 
am looking forward to the year ahead. Thank you so much for all who supported the trip through our fundraisers and 
your prayers. The trip had a profound impact on the faith of all from St. Mary’s who went, as well as those we served. 
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